
THE COANADIAN HORTICULTURIST

tlien «illo-%vedl to settie, makes an ideal conmercial fertijizers namcd ire best
liquid fertilizer for ail pot or garden for indoor use for snnitary reasons. lni
plants out of doors, if diluîccl with an an1 omance of nitrate of sodla dissolvcd in a
equal quaantity of water before tisitag. gallon of %%ater is a gond substitute fer-
1lai! a pint of the iliuttd solution once tiJi7cr. About liaif a1 pint of this once
a wveck or so %voul< bc henclicial to thc every wcckl or ten days wvill bcncit the
plants before the lalossoans show. The plants.

Short Hints on Planting
Wm. Hunt, O.A.C., Guelph, Ont.

IN transplanting fibrouas rootcd, or in-dcccl almost any perennial plants, the
licighlt and density o! habit aire the

main points to consider as to the dis-
tance apart. A good general rule is to
hanve thxe vcry taI! plants nt lenst two or
thre feet from any othier plant. By
se¶tin- lie taller plants four or flve feet
np.irt tovard the back or centre of the
border, plants of mnedium heighit could
then be planted bctwcen themn. The
saine rule could bc followcvd to somc' ex-
tent .%vith the medium hcight plants.
Plants of medium hcight' should be
plantcd mainly toivard the middle o! the
border. One or two fect apairt is a
good distance apart for these- last. Plant-
cd two or tlarcc feet apart wvould allow
of divarf plants and clumps o! spring
flowvering bulbs, sucbi as tulips, narcis-
sus being plantcd bet-ween theri. Thes;e
lasu named bulbs should, o! course, be
planted in the fa!h.

A plant or two of perennial larkspur or
Ancliusn Italica dotted here and there
abouat tiventy or thirty feet apart may

Ibc phanted in about thle centre of the
border. These plants stand out inî con-
spicuous relief. The plants tted for
ibis pu-pose should bc of a fairly com-
pact habit, the kinds named are wel
suatedl for this purpose. The dwarf per-
cnnials should bc planted about a foot
apart. The clump or group system o!
planting is -best for perennials. 1 con sid-
cr spring the bcst tirne for transplanting
ribrous-rooted perennials, as the spring
flowcering bulbs arc ail showing, and
fIlcre is not so much danger o! disturb-
ing thcm as therc is by plantirag in the
faîll. Otherwisc, carly faau phinting for
al] perenia.ls is desirable.

MOSTIIRUTIAS
The pretty, late-flowering plants

known as 'Montbretias beclong to the
liailbotis-rooted class. To bc correct,
ilivy are produccd from corms simihar
lthebb crocus and gldu:.Indccd, the
Miontbrctias migiat vcry justly bc called
-miniature gladiolus," being much like

ilie hast namcd flowcr, not only in the
mmri of growtdi and thc reproduaction of
abecir corms, bui also froni the hribit of
ilirir Izrowthi and thr forni of thecir flow-
rs. In thc color af their flowers, Iaoi-

'-' r, thecrc is not found the %vide rangr
i.-iaail in the gladioli, ii dominant <colors

e.o %aa(t~or 'tblnaatrctia, brisig iins-
1'. of a ycllciw or lrown, or slaadcs ofl
?Ihrse colors. They arc, howcvcr, vcry

pretty and attractive. A vase of thcrn
with thecir wavy, graceful, dark green
foliage intersperscd %vith their oddly-
shaped trumpet-like blossonis of aIl
shades of orange, browvn and bronze,
mnke then very acecptable-for cut floral
decorations towvard the end of summner,
wlaen flovers are sonictimes scarce in
thîe gardon.

Thec best lime to plant the corms is
vcrv late in the f.ihl or vcry oarly in the
spring, just as soon in spring as they
can be got into the ground. The corms
(or bulbs) cannot sometimes be obtained
carly enough in the fait 10 plant, as the
plants arc èften green and vigorous and
iii flowver tantil winter sets in for good.
If te cornis cati be obtaincd, thîoy may
be phintcd suacccssfully in November.
Thoev are flot quite as haýrdy as tulips and
nircissus, therefore it is best to protect
tlîem during winter by placing over thcm
four or five inches of strawvy manure.
M1,ost of the varioties will corne through
the winter aIl riglit treatcd in this way.
Some growers make a point of diggin
the corms very late in faîl aller the tops
have becn frozcn and wiînter thcm over
an a cool. fairhy dry celflar in :a tempera-
tiare of about forty dcgrees Fahirenheit.
Thev should flot bec kcpt in a hiot, dry
cchlar during -%%inter. 1 have found it
a good plan to lay tlie corrns an a sîtal-
low box and covcr îlcrni wvilli an inci or
two of dry sand or dry sa-ndy soul, loav-
ig the tops on and standing out from

the soil. The tops and the old dry black
corms, taaîder the corni to be planted,
shoilc bo clcncd off just the samc as
,.vitli gladiolus beforc planting. The
cualtuareo the Uic ontbrctia is very sitiilar
to Ilhe culture of thc gladioluis.

It is frest to plant Montbrctias in
('luniaps or groiaps about twelvc to fifîccai
corrns in a group. Set the corms about
ilircc inches apart and cover them with
about tlarc inches of soil. They will
grow an any good garden soi], but suc-
ccd best in a fairly rich, loamy soil.
Like the gladioli and other bulbs, frcsh
strawvy mianure for a fertilizer should flot
bc uscd wvhcn planting them. No rnan-
tare or fertilizer should corne in direct
contact wvith the corms wvhen planted.
1 hîave often wvondered that more of these
pretty littIe bulbs with theïr quaint, oddly
colored flowcrs arc not oftcncr scen in
our gardens. Most of our secdsmeai
catalogue them for sale. Plant a fcw
of them as early as possible this spring.

Pose Culture
sy ai Amteu

Whatcvcr shade you have for your
roses rmust not bc providcd by trecs.
The ro-ots of theee rob the soi! and their
batves prevent a free circulation of air.
Close proximity to buildings and fences
should be avoidcd, as the reflcction of
the sun's rays upon the flowcvrs causes
thcm to witbcr very quickly, and in
wvintcr the snow. is liable to, drift too
decply over the plants, breaking theni
down.

1OOATIOIN Or TJ1E BED
The location of the rose bcd should

be on ground thoroughly drained ejîher
naturaiy or -trtiiially. The maitter of
soil is o! less importance than location,
a.. roses will grow ini almost any soi
short of pure sand. You wl, however,
gave them the bcst sort you have or cari
procureC.
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