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like ail heathen nations ; but though they
spend large sums of money on their idols, and
most devoutly worship them, they expect to
get value for tieir money ; and when lie imi-
agines that his gods disregard his prayers,
John Chinanan is not backward to remind
then, rather roughly, of their neglect.

To illustrate thi.i-sone years ago there
occurred a great drouglht aill over the southeirn
part of China. There was no rain for months,
the heat was intense, and ail the wells dried
up. The people were in great distress. For
weeks they cried to the idols and made expen-
sive offerings to them, but in vain ; there was
no relief or response from their gods. At
length John bethought hiiself that lie had
paid and prayed enough, and as no heed was
taken by the gods lie deternined to try wiat a
little pressure would do.

A deputation was sent, which first got itself
into a great sweal, and then, covered ail over
with perspiration, waited on the idols, and
told them it was rather hot outside, and that
probably their excellencies, seated as they were
on their cool pedestals in the temple, were not
aware of the state of the weather. They pro-
posed therefore to bring tieir excellencies out
to spend a day in the broiling sun in order to
experience for theiselves the disconfort aris-
ing froni the great heat, in hopes that they
nighlt the more readily listen to the prayer of
their worshippers and send down the rain.
And forthwith they placed hempen halters
round the necks of these wooden gods and
dragged them out in the open air and left them
to bake ail day long in the burning sun.

It has not transpired what effect this had on
the idols beyond the fact that the gilding with
whiclh they were adorned cracked and shrivell-
ed up, and John was satisfied that lie lad ad-
ninistered a severe castigation to his idols as
a warning to therm to be more careful in future.

ONE OF A FAMILY M'ST REMAIN A IIEATHEN.

Another curious incident happened in the
province of Fuli-Kien. This was the case of
an old ian whose entire family--wife, sons
and dauglters-all, except himîself, embraced
Christianity. For years this old man refused
to become a Christian. At lengtlh one day the
nissionary asked lin to explain how it was
that lie, while willing that his entire family
should join the Churci, did not himself become
a Christian. After a good deal of hesitation
on the part of the old man, lie explained that
the Chinese people were quarrelsome, and fond
of plundering one another ; and that bitter
cursing was the only weapon they iad for pro-
tecting themselves from bad neighbors. But
as it was well known that Christians could not
curse or swear at people, the heathen would
not be slow to take advantage of his family

being Christians, but would rob and run: tlemîî.
It was necessary, therefore, lie said, that one
of the famiiy should remain a heathen, so as
to do the cursing-and this was the reason
why lie did not witi ail the rest of his family
join the Church.

BOYS IN GIRLS' CLOTIILES.

'Tie Chinese are also in great fear of detions
and evil spirits. They believe that sickness
and ail the ills froi whici they suffer are
inflicted on them by these evil spirits, so they
first try ail sorts of expedients to please thein,
and wien these fail, they take steps to deceive
and cheat tliem. Very often, in order to save
the boys from the evil designs of the denons,
they give thlese boys female names and dress
them in girls' clothitng till they are about
eigliteen years of age. They fancy that if they
do this the evil spirit will not ktnow tiat they
are boys, and as the Chiiese do not place
muclh value upon little girls, they judge of the
demon by themselves, and think that tley too
despise womankind and will not care to take
tieni away by deatl.

A ROADSIDE ADVENT'RE.

A very curious illustration of this happenîed
some years ago in the case of a man who after-
wards becanie a most earnest and devout
Christian.

I was on a missionary tour far aw'ay in the
interior of the province, whvere the people lad
never secn Europeans. The day was bitterly
cold, and I was wrapped up in a great-coat
and winter travelling cap, and, no doubt, pre-
sented an unusual appearance, especially to a
Chinaman wlo lad never seen an Englisiman
in his life.

I saw two men coming along the path to-
wards tme, wlo on seeing me suddenly disap-
peared belinîd the trees. It was a very lonely
place. Thcy thought no doubi I was the devil,
and so tried to hide themselves. On coming
to the spot wlere they disappeared I stopped
and looked around for tlem, and found them
crouching and trembling behind the trees.

I spoke to them ; and when hey found I
could speak their language, they gained cour-
age and stood up. I then told tieni wlo and
what I was, and spoke to tlem cf the great
God wlo made and rules the world, of His
love for man, and how He sent Jesus Christ,
His son, to die for them, to save them from
the devil and from bell. They seemed wonder-
fully surprised, but evidently ill at ease, and
they hurried away as soon as they could courte-
ously do so.

When they arrived at tieir village they told
the wonderful story that they met what they
at first thought was the devil, and related ail
that I had told them about God and Jesus


