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THERE are some hopeful indications that the study of Ant
may orce more reassert its power as-a.great moral and:spiritual
influence. Too long the tendency of. modern artists and-the aj
of the academies has been simple reproduction -of nataral
ohjects, and often objects destitne of anything clevating iy
themselves or their surroundings. All. tendencies towards|
spiritualizing, or. bringing into play the “ shaping power of imagin-
ation,” have been ruthlessly frowncd upon. . Realism gone mad-
scems. to have dominated the stucios and art schools, and even.
the Royal Academy. As Holman Hunt says, ** Low life’—a
dog on a cat’s meat cant—is all the Academy looks for from an
artist, instead of encouraging historical paifting:and fine poct-
cal and: noble conceptions.” Both in New York and in
England there are indications of a revoit aganst the tyranny of
petty and fashiunable convenuunalism and the academies
which wield it. A demand.is being made for a‘radical refonil,‘
and a.proper-recognition of goud work by outside artists, of
‘“art which is ~haractenized by elevated aim and unconvem’
tional treatment,”

- UnpER the gudance of M. Goblet, the new Minister of
Instruction, France 15 making some important mnovations in
its school system.  ‘The t~action which has already-taken place’
in.America, and to some eatent in England, against giving-undue
prominence to:the classical branc hes, has begun toset inin the
French Republic. The -Council of Public Instruction has|.
prepared a new programme for the'secondary schools, founded |-
on the principle that:the study of an¢ient languages and htera-
ture-is best-adapted for those who.chcose the higher professions,,
-and that an acquaintance with scientific, commerczgi and.
industrial topics-1s:better suited and more practically. useful’ to,
lower and middle class pupils.  Consequently modernilanguages |
are being substitdted for Latin and Greek in the new programme..

This innovation. is' cautiously introduced, and- the liberty .of '

choice amougst various courses of study still.teo narrow. Bui|
the:wedge has been entered, and'the intrinsic.force of the new:
educational 1deas will gradually .press it-home.

% OnEsteacher Tooks at his.pupils and sees nothing in their |-
faces but an-exhaustive demand on lus strength and patience
another sces in -each face a.mute appeal to all'the. msdom,
sympathy, and love that are in him.” So says the Chrustian:
Union. The words are fitly-spoken.  We commend them to
the consideration of every teacher who reads the CAN.\DA
SchooL JournaL. Let euch: ask-himself and herself, *“What
do 1 see in-the faces.of my pupils? To which class of teachers
do I'belong?” The answer will:go far to enable.-one to detér-
mine -whether he-is-a-true teacher or'no. '

TWO PRACTICAL QUESTIONS.

In our Quistion:Drawer a-correspondent puts two questions
which deseive serious-consideration. Tlwe were prepared. to
recommend resort to corporal punishment in mixed: schools,
ufider.any circumstances, we should find it difficult to giveany

good reason why the teacher should -discriminate in favor of
pils.  If th: sod is used because absoluteiy necessary, the

‘necessity must:sometimes-apply to- the:gentler sex ag-well as-to
‘the other,
:thaa. boys, and though the cases wrwhichresort to the argument

of physical pain 13 necessary, may be much more fare with .
the sisters thiay the bro:hers; no one can logically argue

tlm thdy oceyr frequently-in the case of the-one sex-and mever”
in that of the other.

deprive them of its clevating and- reﬁnmg influencé,

1y B
‘Dotsnot. the fact-alluded:to. by our correspondent,- and:it-is-

| an undoubted fagt that many-teachers make the -distinction.in

16 ngum, corparal punishment-is-used-as |
a.means.of: moral good, it is manifestly unfair to the girls. to° ¢

Girls arenut-free from natural depravity any more -~

-

Y

practice, suggcst hat the.teacher-himself shiinks from’ carr) xng N

‘s helief in:the efficacy ‘of the fod. to. its logical:result 2 "He
either docs riot believe- that it:is indispensable, or salutary, ot

partiality, ‘unfdithfulnéss, -and-moral-cowardice,

‘ag absurdum.of corpcral punishment in schools.
little boys and let the blg ones go free seems unfair and:

cowardly Aund yet ihere is a_point ‘beyond' which-the attempt |
0 inflict- corporal:punishinent becomes manifestly démoralizing.
|'Fancy a-struggle for thg'niastery before the school! We-have

‘heard of such:things. ‘When, as may ofter‘)}‘mppv °n, the Ieacher )
is-physically shght, and’ ‘the. ‘boy big and'vobust, the 1hm§, may
become not only: absurd:and demoral;zmg, buteven dangerous;

‘Whére shall.the line be-drawn?  When does a:boy become too. -
fold'to be flogged? Evidéntly no rule can ‘be faid down, 0

wmuch depends upon the:physical powers of the teacbet andoi,
the boy.

FoR our-own;part, we' bavc ne faith i either the r»eCessuty
ot-the moral efficacy-of corponlpumshmem inschools. While
Ithe parént lives wé do not ‘believe any one elsz hasa moral’
Tight 40-1ift & rod against the child. Nature' has’ xmp\:m\ed in
the. paréntal: heart the feelipg which’ alone ‘can. make such: &
anishment morally: beneficial, Not' one teacher:in a. hundred
‘flogs 2 pupil in-the- only spirit which can makeahe pumahmem
effeciual for good. JIn the griat majotity of cases: lhe child
resents iv s a wiong, -as the fyranny of brute force. At the
best, it-appeals io the low motive-of abject fear.  At.the worst,
it-stits:up hatred evil passnons, «nd a desxro for revenge. -

0~cz thore : Is.it-not:a: personal degradatloa 10+ the teacber .
to-ipflict, or-to be expected to’mﬁncr, such-chastisement? Are’
not'the pre\alence of this mode of. pumshment and.the associa<

|tions it-has crented in the pubuc T0ind, mnongst the’ great

weights which tend:to drag dowmheteacher’s occup:mon bduw

. ;hc, level afihé other profcssxons?

TuE argument from nt.cess.ly is ‘answered by pomtmg to
‘handreds-of schoals:all over America where the. best.of, digcip-
line: prualls, and:corporal pumshmenus»uuerly discarded. _ Of
course, ‘power must be given 10 -aipose of mcomgabks by

handing them over to-parents,. reformaxones; dc. Bumherc s

As to the second quesiion, it seems'to us to be the reductio
To_flog the

‘he sbrinks from an unpleasant duty and convicts himselfof.



