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art, produce something for the occasion, and be
sure [0 prepare in time.
R. L. D.

Township of York, .
January 26, 1852.

INQUIRIES RESPECTING TIIE AGTION OF
MANURES, &c.

(ZLo the Edvtor of the Cuncdian Agricullurist.)

PirrarpiNta, Livingston Co., N. Y.,
January 10, 1852. -

Mr. Epitar :—T read your valuable paper with
much pleasure and satisfaction. It is always so0
straightforward to all your correspondents on
either side the question, which is the only trne
way of arriving at facts. It is not coustantly
puiling your own wares, as is too often the case.
It is my opinion that much judgment must be
exercised before trying experiments not founded
on practice. There is so much “humbug? in
whaut is fulsely called science, that the favmer is
often led astray by its erronecus statements.
This gives him a distaste for reading, justifies
him in condemning “book farming,” and in-
duces him to puisue his habitnal customs, whe-
ther it renders a profit or loss.

I am perfectly willing to admit that there is
much benefit derived fromn frue science,—bnt
there are so muny persous aiming at notoriety
and “ professorships > who base their foundation
on scientific words, technical terms, and gram-
matical language, for the purpose of displaying
their learning, and at the same time their ¢ nod-
dle” does not contain a practical idea. They
involve themselves in a labyrinth of learned
mystery, from which they cannot extricate them-
celves; and, in atempting to teach others their
visionary pursnits, they have sianally failed in
the result. Such is 200 much the fuct. 1know
many scientific gentlemen who study ancient
authors, modern authors, and varives kinds of
authors, who have tarned over as many leavesof
paper and print ia their leboratory as would
puzzle the brains and confuse the imagination of
a previously strong mind, and who have uever
turned a furrow or a compost heap in their lives,
grope on in these dark passages until they are
actually swamped in their extensive learning,
and absolutely forget the place they started fiom.
Farmers are beginning to nnderstand this. They
find that by readiug practical letters, freguently
published in your paper, aud information derived
from actual, practical, and othersources, endorsed
by sound heads, strong hands, and willing hearts
(the best paits of a farmer’s capital) that they are
more capable of taking care of ¢hemselves and
their soils than trusting to the dictates of artificial

education.

We all know full well that barn yard manure
is a substamial fertilizer, and we likewise know
that its value is estimated by the kind of food the
animals consume ; and we are also well aware
if it is left in 2 position to draw away its strength
that 11 1s solely the owner’s loss; but 1 for ane
do not know whether any of its substances ever

evaporate into the atmosphere. We know too
that excrements from the feathered tribes are
valuable, und probably of more strength than the
former, becanse the ingredients in the urine pass
throngh the same channel, are not exposed to
the washing of rains, and are generally conveyed
to the land in their full power. We also kaow
that night scil is still more powerful, and when a
mixture of goud rozgt beef, venison, some well
fed carcases of Southdown, and Cotswolid sheep,
Berkshire and Leicester hams, well seasoned
with wines, liquors, and beer, fo stir them well
together in uproa.ious confusion, is a valuable
deposit. Aud I would strongly vecommeund City
gentlemen to disttibuie this kigh farming pro-
duce amongst their neghbouring farmers, lor the
production of premium crops, and sctting good
examples with money. They must be aware
that such a gift wonld be a substantial one, and
the farmer to whom it was given would have an
opportunity of displaying lis true science, in its
management and econoray. It must be adulte-
rated with weaker exerements or common earth,
plaster, or lime, to effi ct its immediate action, or
left to decay and then used in small quantities,
or in any other form the farmer’s good judgment
may dictate ; his science in a jndicious disposition
of it, would command coufidence. If applied in
its crude state extravazantly, it would destroy
vegetation.  very pruclical furmer is aware of
allthis, and applies his mawure according to its
substance. But the farmer is highly indebted to
chemistry for discovering the meaunsof conveying
this highly valuable article from its place of de-
posit to that whete it is more profitably invested,
void of that offensive smell.” 1 must ask one
question on_tlus point which I have never yet
seen  satisfactorily answered.  Is this odour,
commonly called ammonia, to be classed with
fertilizers? I have an impression from my own
ubservation only, that it is not, and that manure
i of no benefit to plants until 1t escapes from it,
nor is it converted into food for them until tho-
roughly dissolved. It raust be in solution before
it can be absorbed by the roots (the only means
of support to the plant, in my opinion) and when
it is in this state there is no smell to . For in~
stance, apply fresh uvme bountifully to a plant,
it sickens, and often dies, becanse it has fed on
unwholesome food ; but place that urine a shont
distance fiom it, where it can be absarbed by the
inorganised earthy and there held in solution unil |
that unwholesomeness has escaped, the vootsand
fibres of the plant will gradually draw toward
the spot in search of its food (if the immediate
s0il 1s nearly exhavsted) aud wheu they arrive
there, it will grow luxuriantly ;3 while fully sup-
phied with it, the roots on that side the plant will
be givong aud vigorous, while on the other they
wilfbe weak and dwiidling. This is from my
own practical observation.

Here is another point on which I would like to
aain some information.  Does this odour, when
absorbed by chatcorl, gypsuwm, or any mineral
called absorbems, tend to add strenzth to them
as fertilizers, or is it taken un Uy them for the
purpose of decaying them prematurely? they
not possessing this agent. Lhis scems to me
like a reasonable question. 1 should like to



