
art, pioduce something for the occasion, and be
sure to prepare in time.

R. L. D.
Towshaip of York, .

January 26, 1852.

INQUIRIES RESPECTING TIIE ACTION OF
MANURES, &c.

( To tie Eddor of the Canadian .Agriculturist.)

PIFFA RDINIA, Livingston Co., N. Y.,
Jainuary I0, 1852. -

MR. EIToRL:-I read your valuabie paper with
much pleasure and satisfaction. It is always so
straightforward to all your correspondents on
either side tIhe question, which is tIhe only true
way of arriving at facts. It is unot costtantly
pufllng your own wares, as is too often the case.
It is my opinion that msuel judgrnet must be
exercised before trying experiments not founided
on practice. There is so inuch "l luibug" li
wiat is falsely called science, that the farmer is
often led astray by its erroneous statements.
This gives him a distaste for readini, justifies
him il condemning "book farming," and in-
duces him to pursue his habitual customs, vhe-
tIser il renders a profit or loss.

I am perfectly willing to admit that there is
much benefit derived froim true science,-bnt
thsere are so mni'y persons aiminsg at notoriety
and "professorships" wlIo base their foundaltion
on scientific words, technical terms, and grarn-
matical language, for the purpose of displaying
their learning, and at the saine time their '& nod-
die" does not contain a practical idea. They
involve themselves in a iabyrinith of learned
mystrv,.from whieh they cannot extricate tlem-

selves ; and, in atmpting l teach others their
visonary pursulits, they have si±gnally faled in
the result. Such is too much the fact. h know
nany scientific genftlemen who study ancieti

authors, modern autliors, aind variolus kiinds of
authors, who have turned over as many leaves of
paper and print in tieir laboratory as w'ould
puzzle the brains ind confuse the imagination of
a previusly strong mind, and who have iever
turned a furrow or a compost heap in their lives,
grope on in these dark passages util they are
actnally swamped in lieir extensive learninr,
and absolutely forget tie place they started from.
Farmers are be!insninsg lo nuiderstand this. Thley
fitd that by reading piactical letters, frequenstly
publisied in your paper, and information derived
fron actail, practical, and o lier sources, endorsed
by sound iends, strong hands, and willigisr hearts
(the best parts of a farmser's capit al) tisat tisey are
more capable of laking care of 4heiselves and
tieir soils than trusting to tIe dictates of artificial
educatioi.

We all know full weil that barn yard manure
is a subsiamnial fertilizer, and ve likewise know
tiat its value is estimated by the kind of food tihe
animals consume; and we are also well aware
if it is ]lt in a position to draw away its strengtlh
that it is solely the owner's !oss; but I for one
do not know whether any of its substancres ever
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evaporate into the atmosphere. We know too
that excrementq from the feathered tribes are
valuable, snd probably of more strength tihans the
former, because the ingredieits ii the urine pass
throuigi the sàme channel, are nsot exposed to
Ilse washing of rains, and are generally conveyed
to the land in their full power. We also kisow
that iight scil is still more powerful, and vien a
imixture of good roast beef, venisons, sorrse wrell
fed carcases of Soutidown, and Cotswold sheep,
Berkshire and Leicestei haras, well seasonsed
with wines, liquors, and beer, to stir tuent tell
together in uproaious confusion, is a valusable
deposit. And I would strongly recomnsmend City
centlemen to distibuse this highfarming pro-
duce amongst tiheir aehbouins farmers, for the
produetion of piemrinî crops, and setting good
examples with noney. Tihey uinst be aware
tisat such a gift wouid be a substantial one, anid
the farmer to whom it vas given would have an
opportunity of displaying his true science, in ils
management and economy. It must be adulte-
rated with weaker excremxents or common earth,
plastsr, or lime, to el[i et ils imimediate action, or
left to decay and thens used in small quantities,
or sin any other forms tIse farmer's good judgment
nay dictate ;sis scicnce ii a jiliciosns disposition

of it, would commansd consfidenscse. If applied in
ils crude state extravazasntly, it would destroy
vtegetation. Every pr.cticatlfrmer is aware of
all C, ad applies his massnrse according to ils
substance. But tIse farmer is highlsy indebted to
chemistry for discove ing the meanîs of coniveyinig
this highly valuable article fron ils place of de-
posit lu toiat wieie il is more profitatbly invested,
roid of that ofensivce smell. 1 must ask one
question on this point vhich I have never yet
seen satisfactorily answesed. Is this odour,
commosly cailed amnonia, to be classed vith
fertilizeis? I have an impression from my own
observation only, that il is nol, and that manure
is of no benefit to plants until it escapes froms it,
nor is it converted into food for temli sntil tho-
roughly dissolved. It must be in solution before
il can be absorbed by tie rmots (the only means
of suspport to the plant, in my opinion) and whenk
il is in this stase there is no smell to it. For in-
stance, apply fresi urie bountifuliy to a plant,
it sickeis, and often dies, becaisse Ilt has fed on
unwholesone food;-: but place that urine a short
distance fîom i, wisere it cai be absorbed by the
isnrgans ised earti, ;nud there leld in solution until
tiat unviolesomneness ias escaped, tIse rootsancd
fibres of the plant will gradually draw toward
the spot in searci of ils food (if tIse imnediate
soil is nearly exhausted) and wheiii they arrive
tIserle, il will grow luxuasriantly ; while fully sup-
plhed with it, the roots on that side tIse plant will
be s-ussg and vigorous, while on tie olher they
wiWbe weak and dwi;.dling. This is from my
own practical observation.

IIese is another point on whiciih I would like to
gTain soine iifor-snatioin. Dos this odour vhsen
absorbed by chaicoal, gypssum, or any mineral
called a bsorbeniis, tend to add, strength to them
as fertiliis, or is it taken us bSy iliem for the
purpose of dcaying tiem prematurely? thcy
not possessing this agent. This seems to me
like a reasosnable quxestioni. I should like to


