8 THE BATTLE OF YORK

new ships in different places laid them open to the
attack which followed.

The Jand forces on the Canadian side were 970
men and 1,200 Indians at Detroit and Amherstburg,
General Vincent in command at Fort George with
1,700 men and 500 Indians distributed between
Newark and along the Niagara River to Fort Erie.
General Sheaffe 400 at Fort York, Sir George Pre-
vost with, at the east end of the lake and in
Tower Canada, 3,000 regulars, making about 7,700
in all, a small force with which to repel an invasion
as was then impending by 17,000 men, but they were
strong in determination and flushed with the vic-
tories which they had obtained in the campaign of
the previous year.

The campaign of 1813 opened by the attack on
Ogdensburg, 22nd February, when Lieut.-Colonel
Macdonell, with his recently raised Glengarry
Fencibles, the Companies of the 8th Regiment, then
on their way to York, and the local militia crossed
the river on the ice and captured eleven guns, a
quantity of arms and ammunition, and a stand of
colours, and the American flag of the garrison,
which were subsequently sent to King George, and
also burned the barracks and two armed schooners.

At the opening of the Spring, Chauncey’s fleet,
spurred by the enterprise at Ogdensburg, was ready
to sail from Sackett’s Harbour; the British fleet at
Kingston was still shut in by ice, so it was deter-
mined to carry out the intention of attacking York.

The fact of York being the seat of Government
of the Province of Upper Canada gave it an import-



