
36 A PTI V IT Y or

.dlufion of youth ; and I fcrvently wifh
there was no deception. ßut that Being,
who " fits upou the circle of the earth,
and views the inhabitants as grafshop-
pers," allots all our fortunes.

ALTHOUGo I have drank fo largely
,from the ciup of forrow, yet my prefent
Jhappinefs is a fmall çompenfatiori. Twice
ias my country been ravage.d by war,

fince my remerbrance ; I have detailed
the iare I bore in the firfi ; in the laft,
althot'h the place in which I live was
not a field of bloody battle, yet its vicini-
ty to Ticonderoga, and the favages that
ravaged the Coos country, rendered it
perilous and dilreffing. But now no
one can fet a higher value on the fmiles of
peace, than rnyfelf. The favages are
driven beyond the lakes, and our country
has no enemies. The gloomy wildernefs,
that forty years ago fecreted the Indian
and the beaft of prey, lias vanifhed away;
and the thrifty tarm fmiles in its ftead ;
the Sundays, thai were then employed in
guarding a fort, are now quietly devoted
to worfhip ; the tomahawk and fcalping
knife have given place to the fi.k1e and
$ough-flare ; and profperous huíbandry
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