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212 THE CANADIAN BROTHERS.

= heard, for she grew paler as Gerald preceeded, while her
breathing was suspended, as if fearful to lose a single syllable
he uttered. At each more exciting crisis of the narrative, she
betrayed a corresponding intensity of attention, until at length,
when the officer described his mounting on the water butt,
and obtaining a full view of all within the room, she look-
ed as still and rigid as if she had been metamarphosed into a
statue. This eagerness of attention, shared as it was, al-
though not to the same extent perhaps, by the rest of Ge-
rald’s auditory, was only remarkable in Miss Montgomerie,
in as much as she was one of too much mental preoccupation
1 B to feel or betray interest in any thing, and it might have been
- the risk encountered by her lover, and the share he had borne
i in the mysterious occurrence, that now caused her to lapse
) from her wonted innaccessibility to impressions of the sort.
As the climax of the narrative approached, her interest be-
came deeper, and her absorption more profound. An invo-
. luntary shudder passed over her form, and a slight contract-

3 tion of the nerves of her face was perceptible, when Gerald
) described to his attentive and shocked auditory, the raising
3 of the arm of the assassin ; and her emotion at length assu-

med such a character of nervousness, that when he exultingly
told of the rapid discharge of his own pistol, as having been
the only means of averting the fate of the doomed, she
could not refrain from rising suddenly in the boat, and putting
her hand to her side, with the shrinking movement of one
who had been suddenly wounded.

While in the act of rising she had drawn the cloak with
which, like the other ladies, she was provided more closely
over her shoulders—Sambo seemed to have caught some new
idea from this action, for furtively touching Henry Grantham,
who sat immediately before him, and on the right of Miss
Montgomerie, he leaned forward and whispered a few sen-
tences in his ear.

Meanwhile Miss Montgomerie was not a little rallied on
the extreme susceptibity which had led her as it were to
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