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CHAPTER

THE NUMBER OF THE INDIANS.
WHAT number of Indians night hav inh'abited the
vast regions of the rew world ,at the time when it wasfirst visited by the white voyagers, is absolutely uncer-
tain. Even if the population were very scattered, itmusthave been very great, bonsidering the wide ex-tent of country they possessed; if indeed, which is pro-bable, a great part of it were not uninhabited. The
following is an estimate ofthe number supposed at pre-sent to be çontained in North America:

Within the -United States, 330,937, viz:Withis the Indian Territory* 47 ,733†
East of the Mississippi 81,904West of do. but not within the

Indiaa Terrritory, . . 201,300

Besides the numbers inhabiting thp vast uncultivated
regions n orth and west of the Western territories of theUnited States. / According to a moderate estimate, thewhole numbers.of Indians in 2North America, exclusive
of Mexico, is . . . 1,800,000

in Mexico, 2,600,000

otal, 4,400,000
This estimate, it appears, does not include the In-diaris belenging to he British'possessions; which maybe estimated as follows:

Mr. M'Taggart says, in the N. W. Territory
and Hud. Bay Company, the nun1ber is, 939,000

Fòr a description of the Indian Territory, see chap. 8.' in 1839, the number was stated to be 95,000. Some otherbodies from the United States, must have reinoved; whicth,reducing -the number in the United State, would leave the totaln uzber the saie.


