
4 TO READERS.

America is ahead of all other nations in oppor-
tunities offered to wom4n. Public sentiment is
in favor of enlarging her sphere, and woman is
venturing into hitherto untried avenues of empl6y-
ment and usefulness. This is an age of exper-
iment. An ounce of experiment is worth a pound
of theory. Woman's capacity will first be tested;
and, if found equal to the opportunity, no door
will be closed against her. She may preach,
orate, lecture, teach, practice medicine or law or
politics; may vote, marshal armies, navigate ships,
and go sailoring or soldiering to her heart's con-
tent, and at her own good-will and pleasure, if she
only proves to the age that she has ability to do
and dare in all these directions. This is an age
of discovery, as well as of experiment; and man
is daily waking up, applying, and marshaling new
forces for the benefit of the race. Steam, light,
electricity, magnetism, mechanics, have all con-
tributed of their boundless capacities to human
welfare. Man is gradually coming to be aware
that, in the late;t powers of woman, only just now
on the eve of development, half the capacities of
the human race, like the powers of steam and
lightning, have slumbered, until now, from the be-
ginning of the creation. A new era is dawning
upon the world. This little volume is one of the
rays that herald the coming sun.


