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SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF NORTHWESTERN
INDIANS.

HE Kootenay Indians, who number between five hundred and
a thousand persons, inhabit a strip of country between the

-jocky and the Selkirk Mountains, partly in the United Stâtes

nd partly in British Columbia. As a rule, their moral character
- nd behavior are good, and they are honest, kind, and hospitable;

ut a few incidents cited by Dr. A. F. Chamberlain, in his report
oncerning them to the British Association, indicate that they are

pometimes moody and easily offended, especially when their de-
ands are refused. They have also a keen sense of the ludicrous,

nd laugh at the misfortunes that befall their fellows. A favorite
unday amusement among the Lower Kootenays is horse-run-
ing. "All the horses are assembled in a large, open space near
he camp, and the Indians form a large circle round them, and,

prrovided with long whips, they drive the horses to and fro for an
our or so, laughing and yelling-to their hearts' content. Even

- khe little boys take part in this sport. They also take great de-
-ight in breaking stubborn ·horses, and the whole camp looks on
intil the young man ihas succeeded in controlling his animal,

;guying him unmercifully if he makes mistakes." Although no
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