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The Maiden’s Choice

Or, THRLAIRD OF BIRKENCLEUCH

A Tale of the Covenanters.

TUESDAY EV'NG, FEB. 1868.

My .daughter Helen your wife ¥ he slow-
ly n-penh-‘ﬁ

¢ Ay, why shouldn't 1? She's prett
natuged, wellmurtured, and I like her. So
much for my side of the busginess. Now,
look at hers and yours. ‘Bhe will be raised to
a high station; be the mistress of a fine
mansion ; and have everythingshe caun desire
at command. You will have monev to your
heart's content.  First of all, you will get the
hundred pounds left her by Lady Barton, for,
of cou 1 won't touch it.  Then you will

e my father-in-law you know, and I will
give you a good round sum now and then
Why, man, in a few years that iron box will
be full to the brim with gold, and you will be
able to bury your arms in i’ to the elbows.”

Cringan’s eyes vlittered with intense de
light. Then ull in a moment he puton a
look of intense disappointment

“ Alas!’ he murmured, ‘itcannot be, Helen
is engaged to be married to the youth called
Richard Wayland.’

“Engaged is she? Is the matter gone so
far? ﬁ\ll I tell yon, old man, were she en-
gaged to ten Waylands she must still be
mine ; and youmust find means to put an ead
to the engagement,’

Cringan u%uk his head dolefully. * Helen
won't listen to it. I am sure she won’t. No;
even to be mistress of Birkencleuch won't
tempt her to cast off Wayland, for she loves
him. Aye, loves him, Captain Allan, as |
love gold. More fool she; but so it is; and
1 haven't authority enough with her to change
her purpose.

r00d-

“Can’t you accomplish it by stratagem?’ |

suggested Allan. ‘ Come, man, has the goldcn
prospect no power to quicken your invention?
Think what you will gaia by it.  This fellow
Wayland, no doubt, knows what he is about
He'll not give up the legacy, depend upon

t

‘1 know he won't,
grouned the miser. ‘I am ready to do any-
thing—anything possible—to get her to mar
ry vou. Couldn’t you get the youth out of
the way? You have power, Captain, Make
him out a Covenanter, and have him izmur-
ed in the Bass, or—or—strung up in the
Grassmarket.”

“Pshaw, yon forget that be is a protege of
that meddlesome fool of a Baronet, whose in-
fluence, curse him, is greater than mine. It
is even rumoured that this Wayland is his
son—the fruit of an early amour—and, egad,
there’s nothing more likely, for we all know
that he never %md parents to own him, that
he was laid, when an infant, at one of the
lodge gates, and the way Sir Gilbert and Lady
Barton took to him argued a closer relation-
ship than they clrcs to admit. So it will
nog do, you see, to go on that tack. Cun-
ning and craft are ¢he things wanted, Crin-
gan, aud you have both. So set your wits to
work, and remember the golden reward you
will have.”

There was little need for Allan to refres
the miser's memory with the temptation pre-
sented. It had taken hold of his one passion
with consuming intensity, and if his subtle
and gcheming brain, quickened to its greatest
power of action by the potent influetce of his
thirst Tor gold, could not devise a method of
separating Helen and Richard, then no
w{)emv could be hit u&mn by another, and the

But even as Allan spoke,
his remarks regarding the unknown but sus-
pected parentage of &lyluml brought a sug-
gestion into Cringan’s mind, dim enough and

I know he won't,

case was hopeless.

vague enoug +, but which he wildly seized; |
and, in a state of almost frantic excitement, |

he hurried the Captain away, that he might
have ,an opportunity to ponder it over and
work it out into practical shape.

You
said Charlie, as he passed out. *1 thought
you would. But can’t you give me a hint of
what it is ¥

* Not now—not now " exclaimed Cringan.
“Lord love you, Captain, leave me—leave me
to think about it, and come back to-morrow.’

*Very well, 'l trot over from Birken
cleueh i the morning, and will then expect
1o hear of something feasible.’

No sooner had Charlie crossed the thres
hold than Cringan locked and barred it. It
was past sunset now, and the summer twi
light was descending on the hills and valley
of the Nith, In Jabez Cringan’s chamber
there was decp darkness, for the soft light of
the June night could not come in any meas
are through the dark crust of the windo v
pancs. In common cirenmistances the miser
would have at this hour retired to rest, for
artificial light, either in the shape of fire or
candle, an extravagance in which he
never indy d

But this night he did not retire to rest.
He walked to and tro on the earthen floor of
his room, brooding over the dark, cruel, hell
ish thought that liad at first in shapeless
form erossed his mind. And, oh, wmost Lell-
izh it was; for the only fit origin it could
have was the pit of perdition.  Taither, most
surcly, had it cowe, if the human belict js
well founded that diabolical influence is at
work in the hearts of evil men. We call
sueh thoughts suggestions -of Satan, but do
not let us gharge the Devil with too much of
the blamet He succeeds with men only as
far as men permit, When he is vexisted he
flees. The chains which he is so ready to
make fast and sure are forged, not by him,
but by the vietims of his power. e gets at
men through the medium of the particular
passion to which they give themselves up.

Through most of that summer night Jabez
Cringan paced his earthen floor, maturing
the details of the infamous falsekood he me
ditated, as these required much careful study
and particularity of invention. But Charlie
Allan was right in bglieving that bis cun-
ning brain, quickened by the golden reward
in prospect,, woyld prove equal to the task ;
for by, suny K 1as 1
cgined, and rounded and finished off, and
with it he vas cerfain he should make an ef-
fectual separation” between Helen and Rich-
ard Wayland. This done, the ultimate pur-
pose was in a faic way of accomplishment,
and he trusted to time and certain persuas-
ive influences to bring it about. :

At an early hour in the day, Charlie Allan
made his gppearance, and to him Cringan
detailed the falsehood he Had invented, and
the plausible appenrances which to the mind
of Helen would give it support. Allan heard
it with unbounded satisfaction, und urged
Jabez to go at once to Brankswoud, and. de
hivering it there, let it have its first effect.

: But,' said Charlie, * art sure that Helen
won't repeat to Wayland what you tell herr
If it comes to the Baronet’s ¢éars the bubble
will burst, and our plan miscarry.’

‘She wont—I know the nature of the girl
and she wont. But, to make sure, I'll n e
ber swear beforehand to keep the seeret.

¢ Away then,’ returned Allan.  ‘ You can't
get them parted too soon. I'll come aguin
at night and learn the result.

Under the sweltering heat of the mid-day
gun, Jabez Cringan made his way across the
upland to Brankswood, a place which he had
seldom visited, and that not for years. We

have not yet particularly described him to |

the reader, and scarcely require to do so. We
know bis character pretty thoroughly now,

and his appearance was sirikingly in accord- |

ance with it. We can all fancy it—a thin
crouching figure, long flat feet, with heels

protruding behind, spindle legs and spindle |
arms, high shoulders, concave chest, a long |

sharp pinched face, large file-like teeth, big
eyes in hollow sockets, and a moderate crop
of iron-grey hair. The skin of his face was
dry, like ofd parchment, and somethiug ap-
Fproaching to it in colour, and the expression
of it was havd as granite.  We need not add

that bis dress was such as fitly matched his |

ungainly aud unlovely figure
ﬁelcn Cringan was cxces

when told by a fellow-

+ad come to her, and was v
p_her own little room. A v

it from him at
rregpee,

bave thought of something then?'

se his black and dastardly lie was !

but ipas! a8 hud segn him gnl, .:"he
pmv&s i his,"co! wes li[ he
more o " and  she "gould hot “but
imagjie that gofmdthing very unusual'Rad
occugred. It was with a rather nnxi(m“t ex-
pectation, therefore, timt she ran down stairs
and went to her own room—a pretty pleasant

room, which looked out upon a part of the
lawn.

TO BE CONTINUED.

SEQUEL TO THE ANGOLA Disas-
TER— It is sajd'that Mrs. Green, the
wife of the Malden murderer, was to
have been married on Christmas, and
that her affianced became one of the
victims of the shocking Buffalo and
Eric catastrophe, while on his way
eust to be marriecd. What adds a
melancholy interest to the story is the
fact that it is the same gentleman to
whom she was engaged previous to
her marriage with Green. It may be
remembered that it was proved- that
Green intercepted the letters between
them, leading her to suppose that he
had degerted hery, It'secms that this
gentleman afterwards married Mrs.
Green’s sister, who subséquently died,
A short time since, she buricd her
daughter, a bright and beautiful child,
so that her cup of sorrow secms to be
i filled to the brim. Another sorrow-
ful story is connected with the bunch
of keys which were found. The gen-
ticman to whom they belonged was a |
lawyer of ability and promise, who, ’
after long years of study, had succeed
ed in establishing his business und |
yosition in Cincinnati. He was on
lii= way home to be married to a very
{ beautiful and accomplished  young |
{lady, lately a tcacher in Dean Acad- ‘
| emy at Franklin, Massachusetts. Be-

fore starting on his journey, he ob-
1 tained an :\ccidont-[mfh-y for her bene-
85,000. The bunch of keys|
bearing his name was the only clue to |
his sad fate. |
By latest accounts there was a rum- |
or to the effcct that the British Gov- |
| ernment was about to create an ** Ed- |
| ucaticnal Minister,” and that the post |
| would be offered to Mr. Lowe, wigh a,

scat in the Cabinet

fit for

DIED.
Piorr—TIn Guelph, on M
Harriet 5., the wife of A

[The
of her |

the 24th inst
wes A. Thorp, |

1 the residence
on Wednesday

1. riends and acquaintances ar
invited to attend without further riotice

 COMMERCIAL.
The Guelph Markets.

| Mercury OFFICE, GUELPH. |
February 25, 1868. 1
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funeral will ta n
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1 Flour, ¥ 100 s ..
Fall Wheat, ¥ bush
Spring Wheat ¥ bush
Oats ¥ bush i
Peas  do

Barley de

Hay ¥ ton

Straw

Shingles, ¥ square
Wood, ¥ cord

Wool
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~
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Apples, ¥ barrel
Lamb, @ 1b

Beef

Beef, 8 b

Pork, ¥100 s,
Sheep Pelts, each
Lambskins
Hides

Money Market.

JACKSON'S EXCHANGE OFFI

cE. |
Guelph, February 25, 1868. |

Il v b

Uppe

Commercial Bank Bills hought at 95¢
rate in silver

098¢ ful

pruary 25, 18¢S
Supertine No. 1
60, Bag

7 60 Welland Canal
S i « Barley

Jats t

Rates small, no transactions
inally unchanged.  Gggin no
No change in other articl

to note,
iles rat

Toroxto, Felmary 22
160 Lirls: No, 1, at $7 05
176 Spriv heat- 81 60

1868
Flour— Receipts,

@ 27 10 Fall Wheat
~ Out

w

Barley §1 24

Oats
26 00

CU'ELPH LUMBER MARKET.
by Messrs Gowdy
Welligton Lumber Y

w1} and 2 inch |

& Stewart, of
ard

Nank
lank [

Shingles No 1 8awn
r 1 Cut s
2 Cut and Sawi
Split ...

, Laths 6 feet . ..
Water L wr barrel ...
Plaster (Calcine) " ...

Gyelph, Jan. 80, 1868,

UPHOLSTERY

| CHAS, FIRESTINE |

[ Quebec-st,, near Howard and Jones,
‘ I‘\ prepared to execute orders for all kinds of Up-

holstering in a neat and expeditious manner
SO¥AS, LOUNGES,
| Chairs, &c., rv-“-(ulﬁ-nL Church Seats re-trimmed,
Picture Hanging, &c., on short notive, and at
moderate ratey,

| 23 Remember the place
| Guoiph, 16th Feb, 1868

Quebec-st, Guelph
2 = Tag |
'CASH. CASH. CASH!|
| Our reasons rfor adhering to |

the Cash System are :

[
|

Ist-—Systematic Credit has nothing to do

with Goods pwrehased for our mrnl

Congumption. |

| 2ud--1%¢ Cash System gives the rich no
ailvantage over the poor.

Brd— it is irrong to eharge profits to thosc
who pay tobalance the loss of those
who doi't pey.

4th—A large proportion cannot orieill
st pay when they agree to ; feel mo- |
rose when asked to pay, cross to the |
other side of the street when they see |
their creditors coming, lose self~res
pect, feel and are demoralized.

! Sth—1t 18 worth fifteen per cent. to collect

| small bills,

i Gth—1t is wron

g to indulge customers in ‘
lush—miserable economy. i
Tth—1 won't do any such thing.

Af you want to see the largest, best and
cheapest stock of Boots and Shocs West of |
| Montreal, call at the Montreal Boot and

Shoe Store, Wyndham-st., Guelph..
s JOHN MCNEIL. |
868, W |

Guelpl, 18th Feb

Enabling us to tu
|NEW PRE

MERCURY FRINTING HQUSE!

MACDONNELL STREET, CUELPH.

PRINTING!

FOR THE CHEAPEST AND BEST

Book and Job Printing

Co to the Mercury Printing House, Maedonnell-st.

IMPORTANT N%‘O TICH!
, s ¥ , 5

GREAT
REDUCTION

IN PRICE

SHTE Ameriean Wateh Company of Waltham, Mass,
of Watches ut prices'within the reagl of all l-ntﬂr
have decided from this
lue of American €
on their Wadehes into Canada

d to place their scyeral grades
tually shut out all Swiss eoun—
esn the Dominion of Canhda at
I'he Company by thus payingall duty,
o the people of the Dominion the

Cheapest Watches in the World.

The Watehes o
bTopics te the P
rilver Lever, stron,
Suite as low in prices
WwWatches [ Railway |
thing can equal them for t

nd clarges

wrades, from the (lest Gold Watel ade, adapted to any climate fronc'the
At price to suit the weathy connoissenr or for presentation, to the, Chés)
d serviceable, tegnlated to nimutes, suitable to the Mechanic and Farmer,
rate quality Swiss Wateh. Our gradesof Extra Heayy Cased
and Lambermen deserve particular pttention in Can ns NG~
Qurleading Watchos in 18 €aret Gold Casesfor Lailies
editnm prices, will also be found very desirable,
v we dou't advertise prices, We reply that as we only supply the teade
¢s, the public can rely on heing served at
¢ Americay Warci Co., AriLETON
Home Waren Co.  Guaranteed
ted by the seller,  The pur-
are Swiss counterfeits for sale in soe places,

Tracy & Co.,
inall rtificate (except the Mot
. puire the guarantee, as there

ROBBINS & APPLETON, New Yok, ) o oa
REBERT WILKER: lb."”““"“ it trea) € General Agents,

iul ¢

MLAGAN

AVE spare
(East of tl
rrying on

INNES

r expense in fitting up their extensive pren n Macdonnell-st
1 EVERY MODERN IMPROVEMENT requisite o the sutoe
rinting Houses i the Duminion,

DEN L
Taryze

N , Wit
fal car of thy st P

OUR JOB DEPARTMENT

We have supplied with the nost ELEGAST and

- The Newest Styles of Pype

AND THE LATEST AND MOST

. IMPROVED JOB PRESSES!

ut specimens of work justly considered models of Typographical Beauty. in

we have Machines from all the colebrated makers, such as

: | Hoe's Railway Oylinder Press.

Hoe's’Hand Press.
Gordon’s celebrated Segment Job Press, and
Gordon’s Card and Bill Head Press,

dacknowledged to be the 8k pLUs vetka of Treddle Py
valuuble and highly improyed Printing Machines, we b
and ¢ artient of

omplete «

23
wks ho't at 60} to 70; Sold at 70 to 70} ®
wight at 43 to 5 dis. ; sold at 4 to 44
or Canada Bank Bills bought at b5¢. to t0c. |
1
|

Comprising every known Style, Size and Variely,

anstantly receiving from Type tain and the Unit ates such new
ful, Plain and Ornamental face e ' culightened eyperience n ate, and
erefore prepared te e all or

From the Finest and most Delicate Card to the
Attractive and Mammoth Poster.

MORE PROMPTILY,

EAPER RATES!

done by any other establishment in the Connty,  Being practival Printers
rience, and laving a thorough Knowledge of the wa comiu
of this scetion, wmploying noy

NEATLY, AND

AT CH

of lengthened
nity

The very Best of Workmen !

AND USING THE BEST OF MATERIAL,

We are in a position to tuen out work in

THE HIGHEST STYLE OF THE ART!

And at such Prices a8 set competition completely at defiance.

We can Supply éz@ the S8hortest Notice :

BUSINESS CARDS.
BLANK AND TAG
NOTEAND LETTER
CIBCULARS and BILL,

BRIEFS, TN_LABELS,
CATALOGUES, | BY-LAWS,
BILLS OF FARE, | CHARTERS,
POSCERS, |  CERTIFICATES,

HAND BILLS, | CONSTITUTIONS,
-

PROGRAMMES,
BALL TICKETS,
PAMPHLETS,
RECEIPTS,
LAW BLANKS,

AND ALL KINDS AND STYLES OF

e ORDERS BY MAIL. =4

Orders from any part of the country will rec
forwarded by the earliest possible conveyance

prompt attention, and as soon as exceuted will In

Orders Solicited, and Satisfaction Guaranteed.

NMcLAGAN & INNES,

Gu Mercury Buildings Maclonnell-st., Guelph.

pb, 215t Felruary, 1868,

|

D. SAVAGE, Agent, Guedlph.

[ -~ -
' TEXE:

Commercial Union Assurance Co'y.

0
WITIH ACT OF PARLIAMENT, 23rd

Seetion 11.

STATEMENT IN COMPLIANCE
Viet., Cap.
"‘Hl-; Capftal of this 00 -t led into 50,000 shures of £20 each
The number of
Calls to the'amount r re have b
received. |
OT}w bundﬂg;lull\ mpany on the 1st day of Jul
n [No 8. : g i
EeUAR Tikbiidics,

On
The ABS
Goverhhent

nsols,
New%per é@hu

, under which the sum of £250,000 bave Leén
1467, were

. 25 14s 34
00 0s 0d

14s 3d

Bill (Dvfty not matured). ..
Cagh at bankers and officc

Stampdin hand. ...
U:n.ﬁcpmn&t taukers, &
ther Segurities—

Madrs Railway Debenture
re and Yorkshire 1
W St

O

Ceylon Coni Debenty
Great Southern of India R
Canada 5 per cent Stock (I

1res

ailw hares.

cribed)
78,050 10. 7

Freehold Offlees in Co 5

Due from Agents

Loans on Mortgag

ubill. ..

£487,014 12

FIRE

and unpaid .o......
on suspense

CE.

Amount of | .

do

osse 0

do
\ Puyment resisted

BRAN

e £12,805

nil
800 0 0

0

13,095 0 0
Amount of Premiums
sarned during the Year.

| Unearned

7,75 17 ¥
1, Jammrs Rosw, of the City of Montreal, merchant, one of the General Agents for Canada of the

| Commercial Assurance Company do hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge and be-

| lief, the foregoing statement iscorreet and true,

’ JAMES ROSE.

| Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal, this 30th dgy of January, 1868.

A. M. DELIBLE, J. P.
i Agerits for Cuelph, MICcLACAN & INNES.
| Guelph, Feb. 13th, 1868. -

PLASTER, PLASTER

-
THE SUBSCRIBERS HAVE AT PRESENT A FULL SUPPLY OF

|

GROUND PLASTER.

adviees from Paris, Yorkfhnd

! And whiile sleigl
Caledonia, d that the demand

g is good, farmers should get their sapplies
we b

Tearn that all that can be produced is 7
will far gxeecd the supply.  We have be

et
500, and we would therefor

A small lot of very fine Clover Seed on hand

; JAS. MASSIE & CO.

Guelph, 17th January 1868 daw t

GREAT CLEARINGSALE

The Great Clearing Sale of

DR GOOIIET

IS STILL GOING ON AT

WM. STEWART’S,

Guelphi1th December, 1567,

|
| v
|
|
|

|
|- 3

Gold & Silver Plating Funeris. Funerals!

LETTER PRESS PRINTING ! o, HOWIE& GO.

! Royu! Hotel Buildings, James-st.,
v EX A MIL.TOIN.

| Watches, Chains, Rings Pencil Cases,
| fand all kinds of Jewelry
i) Plated indolg.
Cake Baskets, Knives, Forks, Spoons,
&e., Plated atreasonable rates.

' Ve i
(‘! " ¥ n\\j'au&“}?/l\\‘ 7/_4}§
S & XL\ - -
THAN T OVELL has to intimate tha

I ATA
- he is prepared to attend funerals as usual
Coftins always on haml.  Hearse to hire.

His Steam Planing Mill is in constant operation
All Kinds of lumber, sashes, doors, blinds, moul
ings, & He solicits o share of puldic patrpnage.
NATHAN TOVELL,

Nelson Crescent

Tea Sett

‘ K
| dlso, Door Plales § Carriage

Guelph,
Trimmings =

Tth Aug. 18(

| of every deseription done to order with neatnes
and despateh X

| Orders from a distance punctually attended to.

! Hawilton, November 28 1807, Smdw

CEORCE PALMER

ARRISTER and Attorney-at-Law Solicl
tor in Chantery, Notary Publio and Con-
eyancer. Office,No.?, Day's Rloa* Juelrh-




