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The Elks of Grand Falls have open
ed up their winter programme wittv a_ 
bang. The' flret gun In the barrage
was a smoker held in the Town Hall 
on the night of Novinpbw 23rd. Af

ter the regular meeting—which was 
largely attended and at which two 
candidates were initiated into the 
mysterious Order. About sixty mem
bers gathered in the supper room 
(after the needs of the inner man had 
been attended to) a programme of 
speeches, songs and recitations—punc
tuated and varied by choruses—Was 
gone through. It is not necessary to 
go into details; it was a real Elk’s 
gathering. Good food and good fel
lowship; speeches short ahd to the 
point; songs and recitations careful
ly selected and well delivered; and 
choruses old and hëàity. It Is not 
surprising that, when the homeward 
migration started a good many of the 
guests found that the hour was con
siderably later than they supposed. 
The evening proved one thing—that If 
"well begun is 'half done” the Elks’ 
programmé for this winter is going 
to be something to remember. It may 

'be news to a good many people that 
there is a strong todge of the Bene
volent and Protective Order of Elks 
functioning in Newfoundland, or that 
there Is such an Order in the British 
Empire. Although generally consid
ered a purely American Order, the 
Canadian (or, since last year, the Can
adian and Newfoundland) Order has 
been In existance for twelve years and 
has a large rapidly growing member
ship. Instituted In Vancouver In 1911, 
Its activities were, until 1920, largely 
confined to the Pacific Coast and the 
Prairie Provinces. Since that date, 
however, the movement has been to a 
great extent In ah Easterly direction, 
so that now flourishing Elks’ Lodges 
may be found in most of the cities 
and larger towns in Eastern Canada. 
Montreal Lodge, with a membership 
of over a thousand* and headquarters 
in the Mount Royal Hot^l, Is the lar
gest-Lodge in the Bast, and one of the 
largest in the Dominion. It is esti
mated that the membership at the 
end of the present year will bè nôt 
less than 6,000.

Grand Falls Lodge came into being 
over three years ago, in 1922 it bp- 
camé a part of the Canadian Order— 
which, in order to extend its scope 
so as to take in this country, changed 
its incorporated title to read "Canada 
ahd Newfoundland." From a sin all 
beginning the Lodge has grown stead
ily Until It now has a membership of 
about one hundred and a financial 
position that any organization might 
well envy. At the present rate of 
growth, the membership at the close 
of 1924 will be not less than two hun
dred.

Plans arç now being made tor a 
very active season. During the win
ter a series of entertainments will be 
given, the proceeds of which will be 
ueed to swell the Elks’ Charity Fund, 
which is at the service of every de
serving cause. The formation of an 
orchestra is under consideration. Pre
liminary plans are being made for the 
formation of 1 a Ladies’ Auxiliary, 
which will greatly increase the 
strength of the Lodge in social and 
charitable affairs. On the whole the 
Lodge expects to have a lot of fun 
this winter, and, at the same time, 
to do a great deal of good; and this— 
when all is said and done—is the only 
reason for the existance of any fra
ternal organization. It is expected 
that Lodges will be organized during 
the winter in St. John’s, Beil Islahd. 
Corner Brook and probably one or 
two other centres, so that when the 
Grand Falls delegates leave for the 
Annual Convention at Calgary in Aug
ust, they will be accompanied by the 
représentatives of several other New
foundland Lodges. An Order, whose 
aim IS to make life sweeter, men bet
ter, and the World happier, cannot 
fail to have a great future In New
foundland.
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