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The Establishment of a Gigantic Por

dustrial Future for This City and t
the Farmers Who Must Raise the S
With James Murphy Concerning th

A CHICAGO PACKING TOWN IN EMBRYO

k Packi

ng Plant by the J. Y. Griffin Co., Ltd., in the Northeast End of Edmonton, is Potential of a Great In- !
he Province—The Plant Will be in Ooeration the, First Week in Sep tember—Its Success Depends on
tock—Company Will Raise Market Price of Live Hogs as Soon as the Plant Starts Business—Interview
e Development of Omaha'’s Packing Industry.

!

ablishment of the F. Y. Grif-

fin packing plant at Edmonion is
matter of momentous importance to
the agricultural and industrial inter-
ests of the Province of Alberta. Al
very outset it pre-supposes a
great future in store for the live stock
ndustry. Given a country of great
agricultural possibilities, pre-eminent-
ly suitable for the raising of live stock
and in direet line, although not in
the closest proximity, with the world’s
markets, it seems but inevitable that
he ever-increasing demand for meat
products will be here supplied, That
\lberta is face to face with this op-
portunity has long been felt by the
most disinterested observer. Where
ibilities ‘are so alluring, the pro- |
by the forelock and |

the

NOo
takes time
gets in his work regardless of apparent
ovbstacles.

moter

Edmonton was chosen as the scene
of operations. One hundred and sixty
acres of land were secured just he-|
vond the northern.limits of the eity.
at the interception of the main lines
ot the G.T.P. and C.N.R. For some
time the idea of a packing plant on
property: was scoffed at by the
loubtful ones, and the purchase was
thought to be nothing more than a

+ 1o bcom real estate in the north-
ion of city. In June of

)7 excavations for the building be-

n and to-day there -is nearing com-
pletion a gigantie packing plant whiel
will probably rival anything of its!
kind in the Dominion

Four Distinct Establishments.
Some idea of the immensify of
rn has been gathered by thos:
who have seen the building |
outlined against the sky at a disten
of four miles. An opportunity for a|
closer inspection was given to a Bu
letin representative this weel
he courtesy of W. Burkhart, the
presentative of the’ eompany. The
first 1mportant faet to be grasped
that the building is in reality fow
separate establishments which
tire in themselves and extend ircin

the top story te the basement. In th

the

sect the

conce

the city

are en-

jdemands it.

|large
"the

eground {loor will be found the shipping

|
k throueh | where
{

has
i

caunse,

ical procése and 4he cold air is then
circulated into the eooling rooms be-
low., By this means, says Mr. Burk-
nart, a temperature of 10 degrees below
zero can casily be maintained. The
walls and floors of the cooling cham-
ber must b= perfectly insulated so as
to retain the temperature. For this
purpose eight inches of ground cork are
spread on the floor, over this is placed
asphalt coated paper and lastly a coat-
ing of asphalt mastic which is an inch
and a half thick. Slabs of ecompres-
sed cork are placed between the brick
walls. Below this cooling department
which is almest completed, is another
large room similarly constructed which
will be used for cooling #s the business
On the third floor will de
the dry salt room for salting hams and
bacon. The second floor will contain
vats to sweet pickle and cure
hams and bacon before they are
sent to the smoke room.,
The Smoke Room.

On each of the five floors there are
two adjoining compartments to which
the hams and bacon and summeér saus-
age are sent to be smoked. They are
fitted out with overhead tracks lead-
ing to the elevator The doors
are fire proof and walls perfeetly
smoke proof.

The Manufacturing

The four {loors of the
department may not b
time but as
of all the
will be h

shafts.

the

End of It.

manufacturing
in use for some
manufacturing
by-products commences they
f industry. On the

soon as the
ives of

the
34y

om and tempoérary offices. Mr.
that as the business ¢x
lices will be removed irom
entirely and occupy a sep
1 building.
One large seetion of the sixth storey
all kinds will e
I floor in this room is n
yuilt to a piteh, but is flat as it will
be kept periectly dry at all times, [t
the floor, however, be-

a dry storage room,:

insulated

12 Mr. Burkhart remarked, “We
want to store eggs here and with |
ling roc below they might be |

have taken their families out so that
they will live near to their work. A
neat store is located at the corner of
the Fort trail and i..e roadl leading to
the plant and oppositc is athree storey
hotel being erected by P. O. Dwyer. At
the present time there are 145 work-
men at the plant, only 50 of whom are
not skilled mechanics. Mr. Burkhart
says that probal before long the
company Will svl, vide:gsome of their
property into 1 and offer them for
sale to any of ‘thei) employees who care
to reside there.
Dependant on the Farmer.

The future of this gigantic establish-
ment depends on the farmer. At pres-
ent the packing plant is a sort of en-
igma to him.. What he wants to know
1s whether he will be given the “square
deal” in the matter of prices. The J.
Y. Griffin company is making every
effort to assure the iarmer that it will
be profitable for him to produce live
stock.  As already announced the op-
ening of the plant in September wall
mark a material rise in prices for live
hogs. In order to improve the qual-
ity of hogs in the province the -com-
pany has imported a large number of
pure bred Berkshire boars which are
sold to farmers at very reasonable pric-
es. Buyers are already in the country
reviving the interest of the grower in
the hog industry. Tt is hoped that
when the plant opens there will be a
suflicient supply of hogs on hands and
that the number will daily increase.
“One thing you may take for grant-
ed,” said Mr. Burkhart, “is that we
have a plant here of sufficient capacity
to accommodate every hog in Alberta
and that it is to our best interest to
tun through as many head per day as
possible It rests with the farmers
as to how soon we will be able to do

SO,

OMAHA’S DEVELOPMENT
DUE TO PACKING INDUSTRY

The Progress of That Great Packing
Centre May Be Considered as In-
evitably To Be Duplicated in Al-

J. Y. GRIFFIN CO.’S PACKING PLAN T.

Declared To Be as Complete an Esta

blishment As Exists In America—Cost

tion of Plant in Excess of Half a Million D

of Erection of Building
ollars.

and Installa-

centre of each floor is a large vestibule
which gives access to the four estab-|
ishments. These may be roughly des-!
ignated as slaughtering, smoking, co
img and manufacturing. Herein is an
example oi the foresight of the J. Y:
Griffin Co. and its faith in the future
requirements of the industry. For
some time owing to the limited sup-|
plies of live stock which will be

able it-may not be deemed advisal
to work ap all the by-products that
are consequent to such an establish-
ment when it is working at its height. |
For instance, the manufacture of soap
and glue may not be procceded witl
at first, but so complete is the ]\1
that every provision is made for any
conceivable contingeney that may arise
in years to come. 1In short, right here
in Edmonton is being completed a
plant which when the conditions de-
mand it can account for every {raec-|
tion of an animal’s anatomy as min-
utely as it is done in the famous pack-
ing houses of Omaha, St. Louis, Kan-|
sas City and Chicago.

The Slaughtering Department.
Alas for the steeérs
Alberta farmers will be called upon|
to paise. They will feast and fatten
only to mount the long gang way lead- |
ing to the {iith storey of the packing |
plant where the blow of the hammer
and the thrust of the knife will put
an end to their earthly existence. Their |
will through the in-|
tricacies of packing plant until
they leave shipping room labelled,
“Made in Canada.” In the killing
room the careasses are stripped of allj
that is not used as meat. This pass
through channels leading to lov
compartments, which are termed the

and hogs that the

|
carcasses pass
the

thart was asked.

| be started up elose to the factory be-

i so that the machinery and pipes where
[

frozen.”
Some Talk of Tannery.
“By the way what do you do
the hides of the animals?” Mr.

1
with
1

Burk-

“They are stored in the basement
under the fertilizing room’ until sold.
We have always been able to get a|
good price for these so never have!
gone into tanning them ourselves. 1|
have heard that a private tannery may

fore long.”

External Equioment. !

front of the ImiMm:g!
a 16 foot platform and along-|
side this will be a switch railway l:m‘E

shipment oi fresh

Along the entire

will be

for meats. In the|
rear of the building will be another
line for shipping the by-produects and
for unloading the stock at the yards.
A third switch conveys eceoal to the
oiler room. In the boiler and engine
room are three vrtical boilers and two
rock heaters. These heaters remove |
the scaling properties from the steam

steam is used will not need to be
cleaned so fl'n‘-llll'ZJTl_\'. There is also
being erected a 90 ton ice machine, a
generator to supply the plant with
electrieity, and a hydraulic pump to
foree the water from a nearby reser-
voir through the building. Adjoining
the plan there will be constructed an
ice house with a capacity of 10,000

tons.

Miscellaneous ltems.

The entire floor space of the plant is’]
117,600 square fcet. There are over 200!
windows in the building and 2,000,000 |
bricks have been used in the construc-|
tion. The regulation fire wall as re-|
tllll:w[ lx_‘»‘ msurance imspectors

are
|

| business

berta and Edmonton—Great Ej
ture in Store for Alberta.

A visitor to the city of Omaha about
a score of years ago wolud have found
that Nebraskan metropolis very much
in the same condition as the Edmon
on of to-day. True, Omaha then had
a population about twice.the size of
Edmonton, but one must concede that
it was much more a frontier -city
than Alberta’s capital is to-day. Oma-

ha possessed in these days all that

i strong piloneer spirit characteristic ot

the city of the Western States, but it
13 very doubtful if either the state or
the eity could look forward with so
much hope as this city and this prov-
ince can do to-day.

The growth of Omaha, its rise from
a comparatively obscure city to that
o1 u bustling centre of 250,000 souls, is
a history inseparable from the ac-
count of the development of the pork
industry.

A Railroad Siding 20 Years Ago.

To the south of Omaha there was,
a score of years ago, a small ruilway
siding at which tne transcontinental
trains of the Union Pacific were wont
to stop., Not more than a hundred
souls resided there, and even these
relied on the employment thrown their
way in virtue of the small - railway
to eke out a narrow exist-
But a great change took place,
a metamorphosis which tfrequently oc
curs in the West, and which accounts
tor the buoyant and hopeful nature
0i the ‘Westerner., Out of this more
or less stagnant state theére grew a
genuine conception of the possibilities
of Bryan’s mative state as an agricul-

ence.

tank roem and the press room. Here supplied throughout. Cateh basine and | tural land, and a great development

the lard, tallow, oil and other l;y_-]m»-“
ducts are rendered and refined by hy-|
draulie presses. Below these on what

is the ground floor is the fertilizer

plant, which converts the blood bones|inch *concrete pipe to the river, two| ty

ande entrails into fertilizing com-|
pounds. Everything is used except]
the squeal and the curl in the tail. l

The Cooling Process.

septic tanks as required by the pro-
vincial sanitary board remove all ob-|
jectionable matter from the sewage
efore 1t 18 conducted through 4 15-

miles away.

Great Stock Yards.

Mi Jurkhart foresees the time when |

{the packing plant will hdave adjoining!are to be seen in its suburbs]

; any

followed, a development in which the
hog figured move prominently than
other Ilactor.

That gleepy railway siding of twen-
years ago is the South Omaha of
to-day, a city of 50,000 people. Mag-
nificent residences, the homes of sue-
cessful business and professional men,
Street

After the carcasses are trimmed and|it what may be termed the provincial! car lines connect the two cities, which

are still warm they pass by means uf‘
overhead tracks through the weighing |

room into the cooling (h-pmnnonl‘..&

where they are subjected to L'r.'uhl:ltin'_",hm provision ¢an easily be made for|

temperatures of 34 degrees, 15 degrees |
and then to zero. The method of re-|
frigeration iz known as the air duet|
systemm and is very interesting.
the sixth floor, which does not extend |
through the entire building, there are|
four chambers with three complete sets
of eoils in each. The warm air from the|
killing room is drawn over these wuis.’i
which are coated with irost by a chem *l

stock yards. At present eight pens are’
constructed to give shelter to ‘the stock!

as it comes in over the railway lines. |

stock yvards comprising 50 acres. Pack-
ing plants and stock yards where cattle
are privately bought and sold are
the large .cities oi the continent.
Already the paeking plant distriet
seems= to be an embryo of the great
Chicago.
huts, shacks
200 people live.

and tents, where fully
Husbands and fathers

are separated by a distance of about
five miles, and an air c¢f prosperity
pervades the entire district.
The Whole State Benefited.
The prosperity is not that of the cit-
ies alone. Miles to the north ¢f Oma-

On!known to be contiguous in many ui’]lu are prosperous~farms whiech could

|
|

Dotted in all directions are | been trained in the state colleges of*

not now be
$100- per acre.

purchased at. less than
Farmers’ sons, as the
result of their sires’ prosperity, have

the West, and\ are doing credit to the
Republic of which they are citizens

|

Old timers on the frontier remembey
when the condition was not thus. The
plagues of grasshoppers in the early
days, known well to old timers in
Manitoba, played great havoe with
the farms of the Nebraskan settler in
the early days. There were no mar-
kets for the industrious to sell the
products of their industry, and a Ihix-
ity the result of dwarfed opportunity,
lack of telegraphic and railway com-
munication with the Eastern states,
all ecombined to make the lot of the
Nebraskan pioneer not unlike that of
W. 8. Gilbert’s policeman of musical
comedy fame, ‘‘certainly not a happy
one,”

Change Came With Packing Plant

The change came when the founder
of the Armour Co., of Chicago, ““Old
Phil”’ Armour, decided to start a plant
for the packing of meat in Omaha.
This conception of starting business
in Omaha was not generated in the
mind of the Armour Co. on account of
the extent to which the farmers in-
dulged in hog raising in the district.
There was no excess of hogs in the
country surrounding Omaha, ‘but the
keen mind of the head of the company
realized that where there was a mar-
ket there was sure to be ‘the farmer
who would raise the hog if it paid
him to do so. ‘And so they set out to
make it pay ‘the farmer to raise hogs,
and a plant was established with a
capacity of about 150 head of cattle
and hogs per day.

Mr. Jus. A. Murphy, to whom the
Bulletin is indebted. for the facts re-
lating to the development of the Ne-
braskan hog business, declared that
the time once was when most of the
farms of the pioneer settlers were
mortgaged as soon as the homesteads
had been proved up. This is .ulmuht
the inevitable sequel of farming on
small capital, and the homesteader in
no country is blessed with too much
of the wherewithal, Today those
mortgages have been wiped off by the
profits derived from the sale of hogs
10 the packing houses, and the coun-
try is in the prosperous condition
mentioned previously. It is a i:.xct
conceded by all that the hog has wip-
ed off more mortgages than all other
stock combined.

Other Plants Followed,

Following the advent of the first
Armour plant, which had not more
than half the capacity of the large-
sized undertaking in the northeast
end of Edmonton, there came many
more of a similar nature.. Swift 'tuuk
the field against his <Chicago rival,
and there followed Cudahy, the Han}-
mond and the/Ohama plants, until
the industry had attained its ‘present
large dimensions. Nor did the ]»:Af'k-
ers have any larger field from which
to draw than has the J. Y. Gl‘lff}.ll
concern. ‘The field for raising hogs in
the Mid-West States is large, in fact
it might' bé dedtared boundless. But
that field does not possess Omaha as
its only centre. In the state of Ne-
braskz alone, or rather within about
four ‘hundred miles on the banks of
the " Missouri river, there are four
large packing centres, North of Oma-
ha one hundred miles is Sioux-City,
a packing centre of by no means
small dimensions; south of Omaha
there is S8t. Louis, St. Joseph (famil-
iarly called “St. Joe’), &nd Kansas
City. In none of the districts around
these cities can it be 'said there is an
untouched field for the development
of the hog business such as that which
surrounds the proposition set afloat
by Mr. Dwyer. . Yet despite a more
restricted field than thatof Edmontou’s
packing plant, there were shipped in-
to Omaha last year 618,914 head of
cattle; 1,636,934 hogs; 886,408 sheep—
a truly enormous total—and Omaha
holds third place in the world’s large
packing centres.

The Possibilities Boundless.

What is your estimate of the pos-
sibilities of the hog industry in Al-
berta?’”” Mr. Murphy was asked.

“It is impossible for me to speak of
them without seeming to exaggerate,”
was the reply. “You see, picture to
yourself a magnificent country for hog
raising, almeost untapped from ~ the
packers’ point of view. Add to the
picture the most up-to-date type of
plan for handling the stock known to
the packing business. Place this
plant near a prosperous and growing
city, with two trunk lines of railway
running through its property, and
you have the picture as I see it, The
supply of hogs gives the packer no
concern. There is not a farmer in
the whole district but will be devoting
his best time to getting into the busi-
ness of supplying hogs to the plant,
because the money is there, and in
view of the vast, undeveloped terri-
tory lying north and west of Edmon-
ton, I feel that this city’s progress as
a packing centre will be as great or
greater than that of Omaha.”

Prices Will Advance.

“What prices do you think the far-
mer will get per pound, in view of
the prominence of that point in the
discussion before the Pork Commis-
sion?”. Mr, Murphy was asked.

“The best answer to that,” was the
reply as the speaker unfolded a paper
which was lying close at hand, ‘“is
contained here, Hogs at South Oma-
ha for July ranged from 5% to 6cents
per pound. This,” added the speak-
er, as he placed the paper in the
hands of the Bulletin’s representative
““is the World-Herald of Omaha. I re-
member, however, when prices were
very low in the old days, lower, I
think, than they ever reached in Ed-
monton; $2
iow as any farmer. would ever ecare
to see hogs go, and that price was
reached in the days when the farm-
ers had no market for their product,”

Good Hogs Here.

“How does the Alberta hog compare
with the Nebraskan animal?””

“Well, T would not like to be taken
as giving an expert opinion on that

.at present, as I have not made the

per hundred weight is as|.

necessary comparison. However,-this
I will say: 1 see a good country,
growing the best of feed; I see all the
conditions necessary for the raising of
an excellent hog, and I believe that
with good curing the product ¢f this
province should equal if not excel
that of any other part of the contin-
ent.””

When asked as to where a market
is to be found for the output of a
large packing plant such as there will
be i here, Mr. Murphy said that it
would be a question of but a short
time when Edmonton would take its
place in the field among other pack-
ing centres of the continent to supply
the foreign trade, and being the clos-
est city in the packing business to
the Pacific coast, he believed that the
plant here should be in a position to
almost entirely capture the great mar-
kets of the Orient.

Farmers Forced to Come North.

The conversation then turned to the
general condition of the Mid-West
Statels, when Mr. Murphy assured the
Bulletin man that land was increas-
ing so much in value around Omaha
that pressure of agrieultural settlement
was bound to force many successful
farmers to move north where the land
was cheaper. Land around South
Omaha, which, previous to the build-
ing of the packing houses there, had
sold for as low as $6 pér acre, had
now gone up to as high figure as $100,
and even -in some instances to $200.
Even on land as valuable as that, and
feeding corn to hogs at an average
price of 30c per bushel, which yields
about 40 bushels to the acre, the
farmers there find the hog business
the backbone of their prosperity.
Mr. Murphy’s Opinion of Edmonton.

Mr, Murphy came north from Ne-
braska in the spring, and has been
resident in the city since that time.
He has seen most of the ‘mmediately
surrounding country, and deems that
the position of Edmonton from any
point of view is of the most favorable
kind. The cheap fuel he believes to
be one of the greatest boons to the
district, coming as he does from a
state that has practically no fuel of
any kind of its own within its boun-
daries. He is identified with Mr.
Dwyer in the development of the dis-
trict surrounding the packing plant,
but humorously protests that his in-
terests there are not the cause of his
optimism regarding the future of the
industry and the district, but rather
that the optimism is the cause of his
interests.

TWENTY-FOUR MINERS
ENTOMBED AT FERNIE

Cave-in at Coal Creek Mine—Rescue
Party Succeeds in Bringing Out
Twenty-one — Two Others are
Dead and the Twenty-fourth Man
May -Be Saved.

Fernie, B.C., July 31.—A cave-in
occurred in the Coal Creek mine . at
eight o’clock this morning, with the
result that twenty-four miners were
entombed, and as the gas generated
in the pockets is very. deadly, it was
thought there was little chance of
saving them. A special from Michel
brought President Lindsay, Manager
Hurd and Superintendent Simisfer to
the scene and they immediately or-
ganized and headed a rescue party.
Despite the deadly fumes they brought
forth twenty of the men by _the middle
of the afternoon white drawn and
haggard from a living tomb. Their
escape was miraculous. .

The breaking of a compressed air
pipe had képt the foul gas in check.
This evening another vietim was re-
covered and the lifeless body of
young man named Beaver was located.
Hopes are entertained of saving
Powell, who signalled for a while, but
is now silent. Another man mnamed
Hitchcock is believed to beé dead.
Among those early on the scene were
District President Sherman, of the
United Mine Workers, and Coroner
Wilkies. An anxious and troubled
throng of wives and relatives of the
enfombed miners surrounded the
offices of the company. The scene
was pitiable in the extreme, but be-
came appreciably brighter as man
after man was accountedfor.

WILL LESSEN TORONTO DOGS.

Board of Control Will Collect Money
From Police Court Offcials.

Toronto, Aug. 1.—City Solicitor
Chisholm has been instructed to pre-
pare a by-law providing that dogs
will be allowed on the streets only
when in the arms or at least in charge
of a responsible perscn,

The Board of Control decided to
collect $4,766 from Clerk Morrison of
the police court being fees improper-
ly collected in addition to his salary.
Deputy Magistrate Kingsford will also
be asked for a cheque for $610, being
bail fees illegally retained by the
magistrate during the past year as a
result of Judge Winchester’s investi-
gation,

Customs Receipts Decrease,

Ottawa, July 31.—The customs  re-
ceipts for the month closing today
show a falling off of $1,709,726 com-
pared with July a year ago, the firsi
four months of the present financial
vear showing a falling off of $6,106,
949, as compared with the same period
a year ago. : ;

}

COSTS SIX CENTS
TO RAISE HOGS

Farmers Declare Before Pork Com-
mission at Red Deer—Favor
Co-Operative Plant.

Bulletin Special,

Red Deer, Aug. 1—R. A. Wallace, of
High River, chairman; A. G.. Harrison,
of Edmonton; Jas. Bower, of Red Deer
and Mr. E. Trowbridge, of Edmonton,
secretary, the commission appointed
by the Alberta government to investi-
gate the hog industry in the province
and the feasibility of the government
establishing a pork packing plant,held
two sessions in Red Deer on Thursday
and Friday afternoons.

The questions of the commissioners
were directed chiefly towards ascer-
taining the price at which. hogs could
be profitably raised, and on what basis
of government- co-operation pork pack-
ing plants®could be run. A number of
farmers were present and there were
differences of opinion regarding the
price at which hogs could be success-
fully raised owing to a lack of reli-
able. data. -Some thought 5 1-2 cents
for -live hogs a reasonable price, while
others held out for 6 and 8 cents. All
were agreed that it would be a great
gain ‘if hogs could be marketed more
regularly during the year instead of in
the spring and fall and the farmer
would do his share in ‘this matter it
other trade conditions helped them.

Need is a More Stable Market.

The general testimony was that even
if there had not been a falling off in
the number/ of hogs raised because of
the unfavorable price conditions there
had been no adequate -increase with
the growth of the.district. With bet-
ter prices /and a more stable market
for hogs there would be a larger in-
crease in‘the ‘preduction, as the eoun-
try was well adapted for hog raising.
For a remedy for these conditions it
was the opinw that the government
could- affzrd some 1c'ief by establish-
ing ene or more pork packing plants,
these plants to be operated on a basis
similar to that of the government
creameries, the government to build
and operate the plants and market the
product, the farmers to supply the hogs
at a fair market rate and to guarantee
to pay back to the government by a
deduction on the price of the hogs, the
cost of the concern and run it with
government assistance on a co-opera-
tive basis. Commiissioner Bower rath-
er objected to this basis and favored
having the government own and oper-
ate the plant outright. He wished to
know where the farmers would get
their money to take stock in the fac-
tory. The -only answer to-his question
was by a deduetion on-the value of
hogs sold to the factory.

Would Farmers Stay With Own Plant?

A point came up as ‘to whether if
the farmers were offered more for their
hogs by a private conoern. than the
government plant management thought
it could -afford to pay, would the pa-
trons of the government plant switch
over and patronize the private concern
because of the higher pricé. The farm-
ers present stated they would be. wil-
ling to give all their hogs to*a govern-
ment packing plant no matter what
a private concern might offer but they
could not vouch -for their brother
farmers, One farmer present was of
the opinion that a government that
could find money for a telephone plant,
could find money for a pork packing
plant. Mur. Carswell believed the farm-
ers. could take hold of a government
pork- paeking system and make it a
success like the creameries system. He
advised going stow at first until it was
past”the ‘éxperimental stage.

All the commissioners took an active
interest in the discussions which cov-
ered nearly. every phase of hog pro-
duction .and sale.

Commissioner - Harrison suggested
that -as -the" price; of butter had risen
creameries were established so that
the price of cured meats' might rise if
government pork packing plants were
established. y

More: Than in Didsbury.

R. W. Bleay, Geo. T. White, Alex.
MecBlain, Daniel McKinnon and Henry
Jamieson, farmers, gave evidence this
afternoon. The first four gentlemen
stated . they. ehould .receive six cents
to make anything out of the hogs. Evi-
dently it costs the farmer more here
to raise hogs tham in Didsbury and In-

Inisfail as tarmers stated there that at

five cents they would be satisfied.
.Equalizing Freight Rates.

Henry - Jamieson, president of the
Red .Deer Agricultural society, and a
well-to-do iarmer here, stated hé would
like to see the government and farmers
co-operate on lines similar to the
creamery business and that the freight
rates. to wherever a central packing
plant.might be located should be equal-
ized, say if a plant were located at
Red ‘Deer, ‘the Irmmisfail farmer should
pay as much for freight as a farmer
located on' the line of the Canadian
Northern railway.

Commissioner Bower endeavored to
pin .the. witness. to. the..entire plan of
government ownership and control of
a pork packing plant, but Mr. Jamie-
son strongly maintained that unless
the farmers had some self interest in
the plant why thén there would be no
use of going on with it because the
whole thing would fall down. Witness
further considered. that it looked too

much like - class legislation to him;(

and that the. farmer should not re-

= %

ceive any maqre legislation than anoth-
er and should not receive anything he
not pay for. :

Geo. W. Smith, a prominent busi-
£ess man of Red Deer,thought it would
be fatal to the government operation
if the plant was not run steadily so as
to hold its skilled labor and also its
markets. This was also the ‘opinion
of William H. Davies, a prominent
rancher at Carbon, who appeared be-
fore the commission at Didsbury. He
stated in reply ‘to a question from
Chairman Wallace that 'if opposition
concerns agreed to raise the price and
endeavored to crowd out the govern-
ment plant in this way what would be
the effect. Mr, Davies said: “In the
first place, a large capital investment
is involved, high salaries for the man-
agement. have: got to be paid and cer-
tain fixed charges have to be met, and
if you are to retain your markets, your
connections and labor, the plant must
run steadily.

Are Chances too Big.

Commissioner Bower asked witness
if he did not think there was a big
difference in the price paid for raw
product and finished article. Mr. Da-
vies thought it, perhaps, a little exces-
sive, but on the other hand he asked :
“Does that excess warramt the large
n:nve.utmem of the government to go
into this project-and taking the chanc-
es of going down and out?”

Friday’s Session.

_The second session of the commis-
slon was continued Friday, there being
a number of interested farmers pres-
ent. C. J. B. Ward, secretary of the
Red Deer creamery, spoke of the es-
tablishment and operation of pork
packing plants upon the same basis as
the government creameries are con-
dl_mtui. With regard to the quantity
of meat used by the British consumer,
Mr. S. Wilson stated no country was
better adapted for the production of
suqh meats than this province.

g E. Carswell, Jas. Speers, Mr. Comer,
S. Pye, W. H. Keast and some other
farmers pointed out how the hog in-
dustry in the past had not been a suc-
cessful or profitable one to the farmers,
and the most of them had ceased rais-
ing hogs as the lowest figures at which
they could be raised with any profit
was 5 1-2 or 6 cents.

The farmers present showed a great
deal of interest in this session and
seemed to be perfectly familiar with
phe existing conditions of the hog rais-
Ing question at the present time and
were unanimous in their opinion that
the only thing which would improve
conditions would .be the establishment
and operation of pork packing plants
by the government and also appeared
to favor the idea that the plantsshould
be conducted by the government more
from a regulation standpoint than from
a profit making -one.

‘““BOBS” STILL UNWELL.
He is Resting in Montreal—Western
Trip Must Be Re-arranged.

Montreal, Aug. 1—Lord Roberts’ in-
disposition yesterday was much longer
continued than he expected. The great
heat of yesterday contributed further to
his disorder and the Ottawa trip today
was out of the question. This morning
he was greatly improved and he will go
to Ottawa where his future movements
will be decided. Today the field mar-
shal will -simply rest, no function of
any sort being on the tapis. The re-
arrangement of his western engagements
has not yet been made.

INSURANCE ON TAFT'S LIFE.
Premium is Placed at Two Per Cent.
Until After Elections.

New York, July 31.—Insurance
brokers who do business ~with the
London Lloyds -received cable quota-
tions today placing the premium on
insurance on William H. Taft’s life,
from now till the day after the Presi-
dential elections, at 2 per eent. While
London underwriters have accepted
some policies, insuring those who
have business interests dependent
upon Taft’s election against the possi-
bility of his death, no word of the
amount thus placed has been received
in New Youk.

TESTING DIRIGIBLE BALLOON.

Great Interest Being Manifested in
U.S. by Army and Navy Officers.

Washington, D.C., August 1.—The
Baldwin dirigible balloon will be
ready, it is expeeted, to begin its test
flights at Fort Myer, near Washing-
ton, next Monday. Much interest is
manifested in the initial test by the
army and navy officers, and all will
be ‘presant in thizs city when the
flight takes place. Captain T. 8.
Baldwin, the inventor, will announce
the hour of flight. He will be per-
mitted by a signal corps of the army
to select his own time. He will take
full advantage of the atmospheric
conditions and the wind waves. He
is not being hurried by the war de-
partment. Flights are to be made
during August, but he may wait
'several days after Monday for the best
aerial conditions,
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®
HARVESTING AT CAMROSE

@ Pl BN

® Camrose, July 31—The reap-
® er has invaded the.wheatfields
® in the Camrose district. Nor-
© man Smith, ten miles south of
® (Camrose, cut ten acres of fall
© wheat to-day. It was perfect-
® ly matured, .and will yield a
Mr.
get

©® fine sample of grain.
® Smith says that he will
® forty bushels to the acre.
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