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ORGANIZE FOR PROTECTION
Hed U not Wen for the wide sprasdinf 

organization of farmer* in the Prairie 
Provinces, it would not here been possible 
to meet Sir Wilfrid Imurier and R. L. Bor­
den when they toured the Wee* in the sum 
mem of 1910 and 1911 respectively. Neither 
would it have been |»o*aib!e to send to Ot­
tawa the delegation of 800 farmers, who, in 
the llouae of Commons chamber on December 
16, 1910, presented their Bill of Right* to 
the politicians Today both the leaders in 
Parliament know that the West baa a griev. 
ance. ami that the farmers of Canada in 
general are «offering from unjust economic 
burdens The tariff «(uestion is to the front 
as well aa other Western problems Each 
political party haa it* own idea of the 
remedy Part of the remedy aa proposed by 
each party coincide* with the views of the 
Drain Growers and part ia antagonistic.

The point we want to make abundantly 
clear ia that without organiiation the farm­
ers would have got absolutely nothing of 
what they demanded. And further, it must 
be patent that with a better organiiation the 
farmer* can force both parties to grant the 
entire Bill of Rights It ia useless for either 
the Liberal or Conservative politicians to 
declare that their'a is the farmers' party. 
They are not. They have both refused to 
grant full justice, hut both are prepared to 
go part way. Not one aingle politician of 
either party can today deny the absolute 
justice of the farmers' demands. Then the 
cause of their refusal to grant these just 
demands can W due to nothing else than to 
the fact that ether organisations are exerting 
sufficient pressure to offset the farmers' de­
mands. We cannot be too emphatic on the 
need of organiiation. By the next election 
there will be 43 members from the Prairie 
Province* and by 1921 there will be double 
that numWr. It is absolutely necessary that 
every farmer be brought into the organisa­
tion and educated to the needs of the com­
mon people, and how to secure them. There 
must be a local farmers’ organisation in 
every rural neighborhood, where farmers 
can get together and discus* matters of vital 
and material interest. These local organisa­
tions all united in an efficient central pro­
vincial organisation, and the different pro­
vincial organisations united federally will 
present a front that no government can defy 
and no organiiation of Special Interests can 
undermine. With such an organiiation and 
a free and independent press, through which 
to set forth theiç views and to interchange 
ideas, the farming industry will come into 
its own—and in no other way. No such 
organization can be effected if farmers re­
tain their blind faith in either political party- 
Keep up the organization and educational 
work, and both parties will be very glad to 
meet the farmers’ demands. How many 
farmers are honestly and sincerely prepared 
and willing to take hold of such work during 
the present winter! There should be at least 
50,000 in the West now alive to the needs 
of the times. If they will all with one ac­
cord take an active part in the organization 
this winter there will be a revival of interest 
that will make the organization successful 
in its demands.

Agricultural credit in canada
The importance of cheap agricultural 

credit has been more clearly impressed upon 
the minds of public men during the past year 
than ever before. The interest shown in this 
important question by President Taft, and 
various of the public men and bodies in the 
United States, has already made it a living

wue Next May a large delegation of farm 
era from renoua part* of the United Htates 
will go to Europe under the auspices of the 
Amencan Government and make a study of 
agneultural credit aa organised in thoee 
countries, and bring home recommendation* 
for inaugurating the best system in their 
own country. A similar move on the part of 
the Canadian Government would be in the in­
terest of the farmers of Canada The Saskat­
chewan Government ia taking the initiative 
in the matter and haa announced an enquiry 
to be held for the benefit of the farmers of 
Saskatchewan But the question is one of 
Dominion wide importance and the beet in­
formation on the subject should be secured 
from every land where relief haa been se­
cured Up to the present time the question 
of agricultural credit haa not been made a 
party issue in Canada, so that if the matter 
were laid before the House of Commons, it 
seems probable that the House might agree 
to institute a complete enquiry into the ques- 
lion, so that legislation could be enacted a 
year hence Such an enquiry should include 
not only European systems, but also the Co­
operative Credit Bank system that ia operat­
ing so successfully in the Province of Quebec, 
When farmers in the Australian countries 
can secure long term loans at from 4(/fc per 
cent, to 5V& per cent., and when our own 
Canadian governments and Canadian rail­
ways ran borrow hundreds of millions of dol­
lars at 4 per cent, or less, there seems no good 
reason why agricultural communities might 
r.ot be allowed to partake of these great ad­
vantages. Today Canada is lagging behind 
the Anglo-.Saxon world in democratic legisla­
tion. Here is a good opportunity for the 
Dominion Government to make a move to 
bring some relief to the farmers.

WHAT IS A FAIR PROFIT ?
The purpose of the protective tariff is sup 

|Ki*rd to be to guarantee manufacturers a 
fair profit upon their business. The manu 
facturera are the only people in Canada who 
have their profits guaranteed by the govern 
ment, and under the present system the 
manufacturers are allowed to fix their own 
profits. If they are not high enough they 
go to the Government snd get sn additional 
guarantee in the shape of higher tariff on 
their finished product, lower tariff on their 
raw material, or something special in the 
way of underhand rebates or rake-offs. In 
Canada 6 per cent, is regarded a* reasonable 
interest for the use of money loaned upon 
good security. Where there is an element of 
risk the interest is naturally higher. Most 
commercial organizations meet the matter of 
future risk by placing a part of their annual 
profit* in the "reserve fund." Two per cent 
would seem a reasonable allowance for risk, 
particularly in the light of a state guarantee 
of profits by means of the protective tariff. 
This would provide 8 per cent, on the use 
of the manufacturer’s capital, after all 
wages, large salaries to the managers, direc­
tors’ fees and wear and tear on the plant and 
machinery had been provided for. How 
many farmers would be glad of 8 per cent, 
annual profit on their capital investment, 
after allowing for wages at the current rate 
for themselves and any members of the fam­
ily who were engaged in working on the 
farm, and also making provision for wear 
and tear on the machinery and buildings 
If it could be shown how many farmers in 
Western Canada are making leas than eight 
per cent, on capital the result would be as­
tounding. Of course many farmers who are 
making nothing on actual farming operations 
are becoming well-to-do through the increaae 
in value of their land The increase in the

land is not du* to th* industry either ef the 
farmer or of the manufacturer, but to the 
presence of the people of the community 
aa a whole, therefor* we have not reckoned 
the mcreoae of land value». Ilow many 
manufacturers would he satisfied with such 
a. miserably low profit is 8 per cent ! The 
cotton merger in Quebec pays 60 per cent 
dividend*, thanks to the protective tariff; 
the \s ilbam Davies Backing company, of 
Toronto, paid on an average of 63 per cent 
for thirteen y ran. thanks to the protective 
tariff, the Lake of the Woods Milling com 
|wny paid one yew 80 per cent profita, 
thanks to the protective tariff. We might 
instance score* of other industries that are 
making great proflu out of the protective 
tariff How long are the farmers willing 
to permit this condition to continue!

CANADIAN BACON IN ENGLAND
In the weekly report puMiahed by th* 

Trade and Commerce Department on No­
vember 11 the wholesale price for Canadian 
side bacon at Bristol, Liverpool and Ixmdon 
ia quoted at 76 shillings per hundredweight, 
or 18 cenU per pound. In Winnipeg the 
lowest wholesale quoUtion on selected Cana 
dian aide bacon ia 20 cents per pound. The 
7etai| price of thie same bacon in Winnipeg 
to the consumer ia 30 cents per pound. It 
is not very difficult to see that the Old Coun­
try consumer buys his Canadian bacon at 
a lower price than the Canadian consumer 
geta it in the country where it ia grown

PROSPEROUS YET BEGGING
We are particularly fortunate in having at 

hand the Sydney (N.8.) Morning Boat, of 
November 5, for on the front page under a 
large type heading we find the following: —

"Without ea eiception, Ik# |«at mo#Ik el 
Iks si eel pleat os# of, II eol Ike, most
•acceneful month» ,#t eipert#a#od by Iks Do 
wlnloa Iron and Hteel compeer. Is 1rs or sis 
of Iks 4c|«rtsnli Ike steading records were 
broke*, lb# cnee# giro* for Ik# incraasod output 
beieg Ik# blow I eg Is of lb# »#w blast feras#* 

•' following is lbs eelpel by departments: •

Pig l roe ........................................... II .oeo
8le#l ingots .................................... 2V ,1*7.1
Hteel blooeis ........................  27,n*0
Hid rails ...................................... 1S.HM
Hid rode ......................................... *,***
Coke .................................................. 50,540

Total eklpmeele....................... 20.M0
"Th# pig Iron established a record for month 

ly oetput, Ike highest figures before Ikes# beieg 
20,.VI2 tone, made about e year ago.

"Hid bloom» m».|c a record, Ike highest 
previews figure» being 27.S20 toes. Hods fol­
lowed Ike eiemple of ‘ke bloom#, eetahliekieg 
a new high figure with 114 lose over Ike high 
eel previous il gerce -

"The coke ouljiut le especially gratifying, 
where the output for Ike month wee 50,540 
loan, Ike record steading up to this time beieg 
45,131 lone made s few month» sgo. Ae a 
reeult of the big coke outnat, the output of 
■ulphate ammonia waa also large, and, although 
th# esset figure» caanot be obtained yet. It le 
understood that the record Is thie department 
al*o waa emaehed.

"The ligure» nleo for wire sed eeile are ae 
yet unavailable, but the output In both these 
departments, waa the beet or any month elece 
the wheel» of thee* two aew mille started re 
volvieg. Although ao record waa wade la the 
Ingot output, the figures are very large aad well 
up to the average

"The total shipment* ere large, but about 
three thooeend tone below the record made e 
few months ago."

This journal is published in the home city 
of the steel industry, and three figure* could 
not have been published except with the 
approval of the company. The steel indus­
try haa reached the moat successful time in 
it* history, and yet it ia besieging the govern-


