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child has a right to an education fitted to his capacity and his need.

¢ backw ciiild has long been a problem in the
: \Miany have been the controversies on
; dealing with this problem and we feel
ot been waged in vain—that we are at least
betore to a solution of it.
iaturally arises, “What is a backward
we teel that according to the popular idea of
toda \ backward child is one who fails to fit into and

benetit by our general schieme ol education.” That education
might be fitted 10 the child is an idea that is only very lately
gaining a foot-hold

Next some one will ask, “Why is a child backward?”
This question is not easily or simply answered. A lack of
opportunity accounts tor a certain number of these children.
Jut this disadvantage—it it is the only one the child is suffer-

ing under—is easily overcome by individual help and insiruce-
[1on

Another large number are handicapped by physical dis-
abilitivs. Inmany cases these may be overcome by medical
attention.  Thus we find some children, after having adenoids
or tonsils removed, or after reaching their normal weight,
rapidly catching up to their proper grades in school.

But the above are those whose cases are comparatively

With their particular stumbling blocks
removed, they are able to keep step with their class mates.

simple 1o deal with

We have many others however, who cannot be so fitted

into the routine ot the ordinary class room—who will never
be able to compete  on equal  terms  with their fellows.
Among these are cluldren wita ocomanent phveieal disobil-
ities, such as the blind, the deal or the lame. These must
be given very special training in order to minimize these
disabilities as far as possible,

But we have another large group who also need special
training and help. These are the ones whose mental develop-
ment is slower than is that of the average child., It the
physically handicapped are deserving of patieni understand-
ing treatment in our schools, even so are the mentally handi-
capped Many a young lite has been made miserable [rom
the inability 1o keep step with his more gifted school mates.
The teacher who has charee ol these children must be
content to make very slow progress.  Any attempt to hurry
them ends only confusion \Il work must be as concrete
as possible and many different lines and methods must be
The probable position that each child will
hold must be ke

'

tollowed in future
ptin mind and his training prepare hin as
ar-as possible 1o fill it 1o the best of his ability. If this aim
Pl view many tragic failuves in life may be averted
and much waste in our cveonomie system prevented.

“But,” says someon why is there so much more talk
about the backward child today than there was a generation
ago?” In answer to this one mighi say that the people are
adually awakin

to the importance of this social and
conon preblem Fhis is true. but further we may say
at u ‘ i compulsory education in our land has put
' P ¢ case, In the davs when the clergiymen

i ' W\ ' [

ed, and later on, when those wlho wished

pProiessions were the 91 l\ ones seeking an edu-

prairs _\"i_. W el

d the schoolroom who were
0 it ! namare and by choice In those davs too.
¢ On W ( ol as broad as it is todav \
Now 1} ' S5, and rightly insists, that all child-
I al ( 00ls 1o a lew vears at least Some
' I's oada el very much out of our d¢duca

tion curriculum as it is followed in the ordinary school-room.
Many of them will make little use of what they do get. For
the.\t;‘ children special plans must be made and followed. This
will take a great deal of time and work but it is surely worth
the best effort of our most prominent educationalists, and
citizens. For we maintain, and may the time speedily come
when all of our people will agree, that—"Every child has a
right to an education fitted to his capacity and his need.”
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