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MR. PUNSHON S ADDRESS.

I of another sort, of whom he could not now well-ordered church schemes, and Canada owed 
i speak particularly, except to say that they mnch to them tor their inculcation of high prin- 
! would gladly ship them back again by a fleet eiples, and tor their battles for religious Iree- 
of very early and rapid steamers, that they ; dom ; but their spread was largely a mattor ot

The Rev W. Morley Punshon, was, on 1 tt*™" The £ ^ ^ .
nsmg, greeted with much enthusiasm, the fereDce ,iadj„t ligteDed to an.1 welcomed a w‘ll,h lnd ,uM ,m6mn8 “d ma">
» hole audience staudmg and cheering, while French representative, and their hearts 
some « aved hats and handkerchiefs in token were „0ju„ in sv
Of welcome, lie said he had, on behalf of land and suffering people of France. They

had iu Canada nearly a million souls who man-v of tbl’m hindered the,r progress, although 
were French iu feeling, habitude, and lau-, llke tbe 9CO,dln8 °f Talleyrand’s wife, it plea- 
guage, held dowu by a superstition whose ed tbem and did nobody any barm. Their 
tyranny enthralled the mind, and wateh^M friends of the Baptist and Congregational 
with a jealous watchfulness which knew no cl 
interval of slumber

dents for tbe ministry. One feature presented carried on that sort of permissive legislation • Rev Dr. Evans, ex-co-dclcgate of the Cana- to predict. Wisely managed, however, blessed

• be Canadian Conference, to thank the 
honoured fathers aud brethren assembled 
for the kindness with which they had re
ceive,! and listened to the filial address 
which, as the representative of that Confer
ence, he had been permitted to bring to 
them. He would fain on this occasion re
present that Conference worthily, for his 
constituency was so vast, so intelligent, and 
so worthy of all possible honour, that they 
deserved representation of the ablest and of 
the amplest kind. He was painfully con
scious that his task was too heavy for his 
powers, aud besides this consciousness, 
which of itself was sufficiently emharassing, 
he was still further embarrassed by the cir
cumstances which surrounded him, aud by 
the presence in which he was called upon 
to speak. He supposed the meeting to be, 
anil indeed it was, u session of Conference, 
but he had only to look upward aud sideward 
to discover that all the hearts before him 
did not throb beneath clerical vestments. 
Now there was a gravity of utterance be
fitting halls of legislation, and there was a 
freedom of utterance adapted to popular 
assemblies, which lie was somewhat puz
zled to know how to combine. The Cana
dian Conference sent to' England last year a 
well-loved and eloquent representative, who 
discharged his difty, as his constituents 
thought, well, and, as gratitude existed in 
Canada, and the Canadians were not afraid 
to express it, their Conference recently held 
told him so by formal resolution. One, 
however, of those unseen kings, kings of 
the tripod, who sat in judgment upon the 
sayings aud doings of that vast assembly, 
while acknowledging the geniality and heart 
of (lie representative’s address, left on re
cord his conviction that the Canadian repre
sentation was not overladen with dignity. 
Now lie (Mr. l’unshon) was heartily glad 
to be in such good company, for he was sure 
to fail iu that particular regard. His 
heart was very full both towards the Con
ference proper and towards those other 
friends among the laity who were as 
yet extra-couferentinl. It heat altogether 
too warmly to be consistent with the pa
trician indifference which he supposed the 
dignity of a representative demanded. 
Moreover, if there was a spot upon earth 
where dignity sat ill upon a man, it was 
when it played off its airs at home. He 
would, therefore, ask them to excuse him if 
he laid his dignity where the mace of the 
House of Commons was laid, under the 
table—aud spoke to them simply as a friend 
to friends. He would ask them, then, to 
listen . for a brief while to words from a 
friend’s lips intended for the ears of friends, 
aud dealing with matters of common inter
est to all who loved the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lest he should forget it hereafter, he might 
just take the opportunity, as it had been 
the fashion—not because It had been the 
fashion, lor it was sincerely uttered and 
expressed—to express the pleasure with 
which he saw Dr. James in the presideulial 
chair of the Conference. . He trusted that 
the year of his presidency would be a year 
of very great prosperity. In expecting this 
be was ouly judging by his knowledge of 
the past, considering that the President was 
endowed with so much of the traditional 
wisdom of Jamen, and of the traditional 
tenderness of John, helped forward by the 
counsel of the good men at each side of 
him, and, not least, by the Wiseman, whom 
the brethren had wisely chosen to be seated 
by his side. He (Mr. Punshon) must new, 
iu the first place, introduce to them his 
constituency, with which many people in 
England were ouly partly acquainted. Since 
the 20tli of July, when British Columbia 
became formally confederated, the Domi
nion of Canada comprised six provinces— 
viz., Ontario, (Quebec, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Manitoba, aud the uewly-creat- 
cd one—lints stretching their vast area 
across tlie American continent from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, and comprising a 
larger extent of territory than the United 
Stales of America by about 120,000 square 
miles. To the happy dwellers on this 
tight little island this might sectn of small 
account, but over the water, where there 
was a tendency to value tilings by size, it 
was a noticeable fact. Of the six provinces 
of the Dominion, two, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick, with the islands ot Prince 
Edward and Newfoundland, not yet confed
erated. were comprised iu the Conference 
of Eastern British America, where there 
were no fewer than ICO faithful labourers, 
with some 10,000 members iu their fellow 
ship. Of the other provinces in Hie domi
nion—Manitoba aud British Columbia, 
distant, newly confederated, and thinly 
populated ; Quebec, where the vast majori
ty of the people were Roman Catholics and 
French Canadians ; and Ontario, where the 
United Empire Loyalists took root and 
grew, also where English, Scotch aud Irish 
Protestant settlers generally established 
themselves—constituted the Canadian Con
ference which lie was now called upon to 
represent. The diocese over which he was 
called upon to preside, for his work was 
episcopal, if his name was not, was 1,000 
tuiles long by some 2o0 to 300 miles wide, 
exclusive otthe missionary districts ; and it 
contained within it a population of nearly 
three millions, or eomethiny less than the 
present population of London. There was 
something cosmopolitan in the dominion, 
kill as to its nationality, and as to the 
creeds of its people. They still took, he 
was'glad to find, a warm interest in the 
affairs of Irish Methodism, and were pre
pared gladly to listen to the warm-hearted 
*id eloquent representatives from the sister 
•ale. Well, the Canadian Conference em
braced almost as many preachers of Irish 
b’rth as were contained in the entire Irish 
Conference, and they did not number a 
•bird of the whole ; besides this they had a 
large number of earnest aud enterprising 
Irish laymen to whom Canada had furnish
'd a home, aud who infused their charae- 
•cristic energy into Canadian institutions 
Mid gladdened the Canadian Church with 
lbe warmth aud fervour of their religious 

They had also a large number of Irish

geography. Tbe Episcopalian» had 
d still lingering prestige, and many 

earnest workers for the Saviour; but Ritualism
sympathy for the trampled enf®*bled *e.r‘PmUmltty and di
ng people of France. They ^7 ri"k,\ wb,U‘ tbe «ctu.ivenea. of

- - . - J 111 O n (1 f \ i till) tn l, mil z*. e.,. J * 1.. , — —. ..n m I* V- .... Ml_

by the Canadian young men had very much 
impressed him ; and, unless his remembiance 
of tbe young men on this side of the water had 
deceived him, it was a matter which some of

if they liked. lie could not say much just now Conference, ot whom such respectful men- with the moral support of this great country.
about the question of union. Methodist un- tion was made in last year’s address, and who 
ion, there could be no doubt, wa** a very desir- was worthy of all that they could say in hi# fa- 
able thing it it could be accomplished without vor, tor as a Western presiding elder remarked

lie i** a happily putthem might not unprofitable* ponder. Tbe any sacrifice of principle, and with every sauri- ofth»* late l>r. Ne
young men called to the ministry in Canada fice of prejudice and crotchet. Let there bet up man.”
were most anxious to be truly furnished for be tbe maintenance of principles which had la- IJC ^Mr. Vunshou) Lad been pritilrged m
their work, and of tile year» there had been in- j ways been held to be fundamental and then be (.omievllon lith the lmi,an work—the need-, cl

They had also a large aud constantly in
creasing German population, thrifty, indus
trious, enterprising, but needing sorely to 
be instructed iu religion—to bave life infus
ed into Jlieir effete Lutheranism, aud re
straint put upon their teudencies to lager 
lieer. Iu addition, there were roaming the 
plains and threading the forests varions 
tribes of Indians, to the number of 100,000, 
fast decaying out of life, and needing much 
the consolations of the true faith to illumi
nate their western hour. Among such a 
motley population they might expect that 
there would he found almost every possible 
variety both of speculative and practical er
ror. They had to mourn over men’s in- 
differeutism—that most dangerous and least 
impressible state, iu which men had reas
oned themselves into quiescent unbelief. 
They had among them, as he believed, the 
most compact, well-organized, earnest, 
sleepless l’opery in the world. They hud 
numbers who, in wilful oblivion of former 
privileges, had lapsed into the worst of all 
paganism—the paganism of forgotten Chris
tianity. In addition they had in the midst 
of them heathenism proper, manifesting 
itself now in cruel and now in eccentric 
developments. There were those yet among 
them who, iu barbarous ceremonies, indi
cated their belief iu the power of the “ me
dicine man” to save, who sacrificed to tile 
white dog, and held frantic bacchanal ot 
dance and feast around the altar. There 
were those who had a strange weird belief 
concerning former existence in inferior 
shape, lending him* to thq conviction that 
Mr. Darwin’s theory of the descent of man 
had not even the merit of originality— 
but was unconscious plagiarism from the 
Indians of the Pacific coast. In Canada 
there were likewise to be found those whom 
paganism had so thoroughly iinbruted that 
they might be brought into degrading com
parison with the very beasts of the field— 
hideous, misshapen (Treat it res in the form ot 
man—abortions of intellectual aud moral 
being ; and then, as if all this indigenous 
pagauism were not enough, there were be- 
ieg rapidly imported the Confucianism and 
and ancestor worship of the Chinaman. 
Stolid, harmless, taking no heed save ot 
lust aud life, with a giant passion for gath
ering gold, with an equal passion for gam
bling it away, with no collective worship, 
with all religious sentiment apparently as 
dead withiu them as if both intellect and 
heart were embalmed. They were comitij 
amongst the Canadians iu thousands ; these 
heathen whom God was sending to the Gos
pel, because the Church was so slow of 
lieart and purse iu setidiug the Gospel to 
the heatheu. Considering the easiness of 
territory and the multiplicity of races and 
creeds in the Dominion, bethought it would 
amply appear to those present that if there 
was missionary ground anywhere it was iu 
Canada, aud if there was room any where for 
the operations of an earnest Church, with 
the boundless love of Christ in its creed, and 
with the life of that love iu the hearts of its 
members, it w as iu the sphere which he re 
presented that day. Methodism in Canada, 
one in feeling, doctrine and aim with their 
owu in England, holding reverently by the 
same traditions, thrilled by the same pri 
mary inspiration of love to Christ, aud by 
the sacondury inspiration of many a pious 
pioneer legend of its own, had bravely gird
ed itself up to this great work of evangel
ism. Iu endeavoring'to leaven flic land 
with the pure truth of the Gospel of Christ 
Methodism had certain initial advantages 
which were greatly helpful to successful la 
hour. He would just meutiou four of them 
There were two kinds of work to be done 
iu Canada. The settler must he followed 
to the remotest forest which echoed to the 
stroke of the axe or from which arose the 
smoke of the clearing ; then the requirements 
of the age demanded that the flock, how 
ever scattered, should be housed aud tend 
ed with all the shepherd’s care. Iu these 
circumstances it was uo small advantage 
that the men whom God raised up for the 
ministry in Canada were men could do all 
kiuds of work, wliocoiubincd iu themselves 
the pioueer aud tbe pastoral elements of 
character. They could both fell the trees 
and build aud furnish the house. Another 
advautage was that the stream of emigra
tion, although it did not come, as iu the 
Western States of the Union, iu rapids and 
cataracts, yet flowed steadily, and many 
warm-hearted Cornishman aud hardheaded 
Dalesman from the North found ready to 
hand so soon as he landed upon Canadian 
soil the same hearty fellowship, the same 
free, grand ringing out of Gospel tidings to 
which he had been accustomed to respond 
at home. He did not know whether they 
would call it an advantage or no, but iu 
frankly speaking his owu mind lie could 
not help calling it a great and blessed advan 
tage that Methodism iu Canada walked 
abroad iu tbe sunshine, that she cowered 
beneath no ancient shadow. She had there 
taken the position which she ought always 
to take among the Churthes—standing forth 
iu her comeliuess as the peer of all, aud in 
charity the friend of all—too kind to be the 
cuemy, too proud to be the vassal of any 
—too affluent in spirit and resources to be 
tbe poor relation of any. Moreover it was 
always an advautage to a messenger to be 
assured beforehand of the adaptation to 
those to whom lie spoke of the message 
which he was called upon to deliver. Now 
he believed that Methodism was adapted 
above all other spiritual agencies, to the 
wants ot those whom himself aud his bre
thren endeavored to rescue aud to save. 
They would uot do him the injustice of sup
posing for a moment (that he Wjts insensi
ble to the good work which other Churches 
were worthily performing. The field was 
quite ample enough for all sorts of tillage. 
Tbeir Presbyterian friends had many ear
nest ministers, a compact church order,

new uo churches were doing good work in their respec
tive spheres, hut their spheres weie partial, 
and as yet showed no signs of rapid develop
ment. So far as they were laitblul to the truth 
and catholic in spirit he desired to say God
speed to all those churches. Yet, alter all his 
travelling and experience, he must express his 
firm convictiou that Methodism (and in that 
generic term he included all sorts of Metho
dists) had within it an adaptation to the wants 
of every kind of people wherever found. It 
suited in the dense forest or in the crowded 
city ; where the merchant counted his dollars, 
or where the Indian tracked the deer ; in the 
hiving hum of industry, or in the remotest set
tlement where but lately the panther prowle l, 
anil where the adventurous settler had only just 
begun to fell the. trees which centuries had 
rooted in tbe soil. Oh, there was, after alt, 
loinething marvel ously quickening in the proc
lamation ot the message of mercy, available to 
the uttermost—available always—available
now—wtiich goes straight home to the human 
heart alter all. As the emigrant carried into 
that new country not only his personal effects, 
hut also the old burden of sin, and care, and 
sorrow, they could not wonder that he should 
listen eagerly to the grateful tidings of a pre
sent salvation. As in that emigrant's heart 
there still throbbed the pulse of home, they 
could not wonder that he should sing the new 
song the more readily because it was set to the 
old music—the music to which his heart beat 
time in childhood, the music which was the last 
perhaps upon the lips ot his mother as she laid 
her down for her dreamless rest. Well, with 
these eollateral advantages on the < nu hand, 
and on the other hand with the drawbacks in
cident to an almost ceaseless western emigra
tion, anil to the fluctuation and spiritual feeble
ness which were incident to a life ot change, 
how hail Methodism prospered? Had she 
fulfilled her mission ? had she in any wise, like 
the I’ilgrim fathers, wou the wilderness lor 

od ? Somebody had said a little while ago, 
or at least meant it, that statistics were very dry 
things, and alter all they were at best only an 
approximate source of information. The best 
successes, such as the moulding of public senti
ment, the creation ol a deep current ol true 
■eligious feeling, could not be tabulated at all ; 
but some idea of the relative power and impor 
tance of Methodism in Canada might perhaps 
be gathered from a comparison of her now with 
herself at a lormer period, or even with the 
English rate of increase withiu a similar period 
of lime. Some seventeen years ago the mis
sions ol Lower Canada were formally trans 
lerred to the care ol the Canadian Conlerenee. 
That was the last t-pooh, so to speak, in the 
history of Canadian Methodism. In that pe
riod the membership ol the Canadian Confer
ence had increased no less lhan 77 per cent as 
oinpared with 32 per cent, in the British Con

ference, and this ol course did not include those 
who, like the Irish spoken of by Dr. Scott, hail 
gone to enrich other countries, or those who 
had got safe to heaven and were beyond the 
power ol mischief or harm. Ner did the figures 
include a large number who were ranked as 
Wesleyan» in public estimation ; who would re
turn themselves as Methodists to the census 
enumerators ; who, il they were not Methodists, 
were unchurched and uncovenanted strangers 
but who nevertheless did not meet in class, and 
were therefore not accredited—class-meetings 
being the lest of meuiership there as here. At 
the beginning of the same period the number of 
Canadian ministers was-235, but that number 
had been more than doubled, as they had now 
300 iu actual work, besides about 100 who had 
rested after the burden of a long and laborious 
day. Gauging progress by church accomoda
tion, they might remember that lor a million 
larger population in l/ondon Methodism was 
said to have only about 130 places of worship, 
whereas in Canada they had no fewer than 
1,1 GO, valued at two millions and a-balf of dot' 
lars, or about £300,000. So thoroughly had 
Methodism leavened the population, that one- 
tenth of ibe people in the provinces ol Ontario 
and Quebec—or, if Quebec be excluded as in
cluding principally French Canadians who were 
Roman Catholics—one-sixth of the population 
was under the teaching and influence of the 
well-loved Methodism of their lathers, and on 
the lowest compulation not a week passed with 
out the dedication of a Methodist church to the 
hallowed purposes of Gospel testimony. With 
regard to education, the common school system 
ol Canada was so impartial and comprehensive 
that no denominational schools were needed 
It was largely the creation of one of their own 
ministers, the Rev. Dr. Rverson, to whom God 
has granted the rare privilege ol tearing hu 
own monument, 14 iere perennius,” in his lile- 
time. Methodism, however, took its proper 
share in tbe higher education of tbe Dominion 
The University of Victoria College had, be
sides 103 students in the Preparatory Grammar 
School, 80 students in arts, 107 in its affiliated 
schools ol medicine, and 20 in its faculty ol 
law ; making altogether 384 students under 
special Methodist oversight ; and many of the 
graduates were earning degrees, good degrees, 
in that wider university of life where the com
petition was of the keenest, and where the bat
tle was not always to the strong. Tbe institu
tion had been financially crripplcd during tbe 
past tew years by the withdrawal of the Gov
ernment grant on which it had mainly depen
ded, at least which had been their principal 
source of revenue. Now, however, they were 
appealing to the people for an endowment, and 
although the response was somewhat tardy, 
they hoped that the amount needed would be 
realised in a year or two’s time. There was a 
considerable desire among tbe young men to 
establish, what he was sorry tb»y had not, a

stances—and it was only in succession to what 
had happened in previous years—ol young men 
who, alter the completion of their probation 
had requested the Conference to allow their 
ordination to be deferred until they got a 
three years* course at college. Had there been 
in England any examples ot that sort to point 
out ? If his memory served him right, the

did not know that anv Church could be quite whlvh ,f*cUllr impressed bin—to ordain a 
guilllc8Sei! it did not endeavour to make every- minister for that special part ot tbe work, the 
thing else bend to the realisation ol that which first Methodist ordination, but not the last.
because the Saviour prayed it, must surely lie 
a possible thing—viz., 14 that they all may be 
one ; aa thou. Father, art in me. and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us : that tbe world 
may believe that thou hath [sent nv“.” It the

he hoped, by hundreds iu that part of the Paci-

with an energy prepared to grasp great op
portunities, with a patriotism which would tor- 
bid all purely selfish aims among her sons, 
there was empire in the young Dominion's 
loins. Whether or not that promise oi her fu
ture would ever l>e realised depended largely 
upon her own action, but be was bound to sat 
that it largely depended also upvm the treat
ment winch rhe received from home He was 
not there to talk politics, and that was not the 
place for that, if he were so disposed. He

young men here were generally anxious to ! pulse ot Methodism at home [still Wat as it 
graduate in another sort of college at that par-1 used to do, he was sure that the missionary ar
ticular time. The young men of Canada had, j peut ot the work in Canada would be regarded 
however, been taught differently. They had j with special interest. .So vast were the needs 
read and mastered that mystical parable in i and so ample the opportunities in Canada itself 
Judges i., where Caleb promised his daughter ; that these claimed, and justly claimed, the first 
only to the man who should take the city of attention. The settler must be followed; 
Kirjath-sepher, which, being interpreted, meant j Methodism dare not be faithless to its original 
the City ot the Rooks. From this they had commission in that matter. Wherever the set- 
fairly induced the very substantial ^corollary tier went the Methodist preacher went, Waring 
that with all their minds they must become au- j in his ha* d tbe open Bible, while from his 
quainted with truth before with all tbeir hearts j lips was uttered the simple proclamation of the 
they became allied to beauty. While the young truth as it was in Jesus. Such was the de
men of the country were thus regarded, those mand, the urgent demand, for additional la- 
who were to be tbe wives and mothers ot tbe bourers, that although forty-two young men 
future were by no means forgotten. For them were admitted on trial as students for the min- 
there was a flourishing Wesleyan College istry, and although five ministers from other 
with 237 fair students enrolled. Tbe course | Churches had cast .their lot with them, yet

fie coast which waa under the British flag. The would onl> - therefore, that it the English 
man he ordained was a noble specimen of what tb llio0t 11 worth while to retain t anada as a 
God could make ol a Yoikslnrvman. when II, rouulv appanage ot the British Grown, then 
had a work lor him to do, and for iu sake was U'r loval,> ,bould ’«spected or re-

of insliuction was extensive, solid, and, so far as ] 
he bad any opportunity ol judging, thorough. 
In the closing exercises which be was privil
eged to attend the night before he left for Eng
land there were essays read displaying a pene- 
ration and breadth of view along with a coin-

when the stations were gone over there were 
twenty needy applications which could not be 
supplied. There was great room in Canada 
for earnest godly labourers. The Canadians 
did not want the men whom the English 
brethren rejected as incompetent—for the base

binafion of apt and n ippy words which would level_of intellegence there was a higher level
have done no discredit to places ot much high
er pretensions. Since 1869, sixty five ot these 
students bad graduated, fifty-three of them in 
the degree of mistress of English literature, 
and twelve who had taken a classical course, in I 
the degree of mistress ot the liberal irts. It per-i 
haps sounded strangely to their ears tv talk ot |

than was found here at home—no question 
about that, it was about as much higher as the 
loftiness of culture was lower. If however, 
there were men to be found anywhere whose 
love to Christ was true, who had a passionate 
yearning to save souls, who had unbending 
principle and flexible prejudices, who were

ladies who had obtained such diplo.uas, but they docile enough to submit to a superintendent, 
knew that F2nglish education was progressing and yet prudent enough to be trusted without 
very rapidly in that matter. Now that ladies him—men who could in fact be enterprising, 
legislated in the English school boards, lectur- sound, loyal, patient, all-round Methodist
ed on political economy, and practised medi
cine it was only one step further, he thought 
to realise Tennyson’s idea of a college with 

4 prudes tor protectors, dowagers for deans, 
and sweet girl graduates with the golden hair.’ 
lie had cLsely watched some of the fair grad
uates in question, and he was bound to testily 
that he did uot observe them to be less ternin-

I preachers then such men could find a sphere 
in Canada, with ample room tor them to move 
about without jostling their next-door neigh
bour and they could moreover find opportuni
ties for gaining a good degree among their 
brethren as well as an abundant entrance by- 
and-by into the kingdom of heaven.

The missions among the German population
ine or sensitive in the nameless delicacy and I and among the French population had suffered 
healing tenderness which were the charms of from the difficulty of finding suitable laborers, 
womanhood. While their intellects had thus They were, more hopeful, however just now 
been highly cultivated, he was thankful to say than they had been tor some years past. He 
that the moral discipline had been earnestly and would just like to say that especially among the 
prayerfully maintained, that the results in fact French population it was impossible to chron- 
hadoeen above all praise, except praise to Him | icle or tabulate exactly the successes that were 
who had brought so many out of darkness into attained by any evangelical agency, because in 
tbe marvellous light ot the Gospel. Well, then, the provinces of Lower Canada, as soon as any 
theSutiday-scboois ot Canada—for he wanted to were converted a nameless fretting persecution 
get over the ground rapidly—as well as those set in—something on which others could not lay 
throughout the whole American Continent their hands, but something that was nevertbe 
were a vast power tor good, and were managed less tangible enough to the poor tcllow who 

ilh remarkable completeness. They had there had to feel it. This resulted pretty generally 
realised the true idea of Sunday-schools—the in the exile of the so-called heretic from the 
bringing of every child in the congregation land and from the home ot his fathers. On the 
under pastoral care first, and then under the Indian woik iu Canada he need scarcely speak 
Chri.'tian [instruction of the Sunday-school, at large, except to say that it needed to be 
There all the choicest families in the Church very wisely managed. From the inherent dif- 
were always represented in the Sabbath-school ficulties ot, the work itself it needed a wisdom 
first as ivholars and then afterwards as teach- and sagacity that could only come, as he was 
era in their turn, while from these as from a going to say, by something like direct inspira- 
centre mission schools were undertaken in quar- tioo from on high. Three representative Ublis
ters were they were very sorely needed. There tian Indians had at different times told tbeir 
was no part ot Church work in Canada, as, in- story in England. Peter Jones died in the 
deed throughout the whole Continent of Arneri- faith, and had lett a tragrant memory. An 
ca, which received such earnest, and, he had al- | other, as some of them might remember, did

willing to sacrifice lm« 
kindred. That devoted 
eloquent in a native tongue, and without any 
native advantage ol position he could gain an 
influence over those far-off pagans which the 
most ambitious state.*man might envy. He 
(Mr. Punshon) had again anti again gone with 
him into the India* encampments anti seen 
low their stolid indifference yielded to his ap
peals ; how from the dull red eye there shot a> 
he spoke to them a moim otary sparkle of light, 
lie had seen that missionary reprove an old 
chief—a very proud, solemn and dirty one — 
for neglect of worship, and tor working on the 
Lord’s day. and so great was the influence ot 
the reprover that the reproved, chief though he 
was, and pagan to boot, whimpered like a 
whipped child, and spent about ten minutes in 
making an spolugy. It was no small advan
tage to have a man who had so many human 
conditions of success and who had so aound- 
antly received the signal blessing ot God. 
there were many great ditficulties to be over
come in respect to language. There were 
40,000 Indians, it was sup|K>6cd, scattered 
throughout tbe country, and tbev could not \te 
got at. The missionary spoke a language spo
ken by about 3,500 of them, and then the Hud
son’s Ray Company had invented a sort of lan
guage which they called Chinook, by which 
they were enabled to communicate with the na
tives for the purposes of trade, and this gave 
them access to many more. It was necessary, 
however, to be very cautious iu tbe use of Chi 
nook, as it was a very imperfect and unready 
vehicle for language of any sort. For instance 
a lady sent an Indian servant tor two loaves ot 
bread, speaking in Chinook. It was a long 
time before the servant returned, and when he 
did be was seen toiling up the hill with a 
wheelbarrow on which were two sacks of flour 
The faulty Chinook had thus certainly convey
ed the truth, but it had conveyed it in tbe raw. 
It was a current story with respect to a certain 
Episcopalian dignitary that once condescended 
to address the Indians through an interpreter in 
Chinook. He began his address in a way which 
would suggest itself to any man with a little 
sentiment and poetically inclined, lie said

of home, ease and should not be told so often that
laborer had laytime l,riUin had not the slightest wish to retain her

most said, scientific attention. The Church 
gave its best culture and its highest life to train 
the young lor Christ. While thus and other
wise endavouring to go with i.'s direct ministry

not bear his visit so well. The third, the ven-
rable John Sunday, yet lived and worked i

little, although in “ age and feebleness ex
trente.’’ lie had lost none of his love for

of tbe truth into the midst ol the {common ed- Christ, he had lost none o( his affectionate in-
ucational agencies, Methodism in Canada was terest in the Methodism of England. Hearing
trying to do something towards the creation of that he (Mr. Punshon) was coming to Eng
a pare literature and a healthy taste foi it. The land, John entrusted him with a letter to the
Book-room in Toronto was a very flourishing j Conference, which perhaps the President would
establishment, and it was highly satisfactory I kindly allow him now to read.
to lead the report of its year’s doings, which The President : Certainly.
he had in his hand», and which, by tbe way. Tbe Rev. Mr. Punshon then read the letter,
was printed and distributed to every member whkb’excited great interest. The speaker re
of the Couterence at the time when the book sumed : Tbe missions to the Red River had to
all'airs were under consideration. The Chris- go through a year of trouble and peril. Nearly
tian Guardian, tbe ably edited organ of the one-third ot the Indians had been swept off by
Conlerenee found its way weekly into 8,000 the small-pox, arid although the missionary's
homes ; and although the original works issued family had not altogether escaped, the mission-
from the Book-room were select rather than ary had been sustained by indomitable iaith
numerous—yet he believed that number to be and rejoiced in the fidelity of the native eon
about many as bad gone out this year from verts and in their triumph in danger and death
City road, and it was a fact that the best works There were many difficulties, as they might im
of English literature were eagerly purchased agine, in the way of the conversion of the In
and eagerly read. The theological and cthl- dians. Tbe Indian was once monarch of the
cal works of the best English writers were plains, and be could not be expected to cher-
standards in many a Christian library in Cana- i»h a very friendly feeling towards those who
da to say nothing of the continued appreciation had superseded him. He was last failing away,
of those religious biographies which so well and being helped to his decay by the worst
kept the flame of divine love alive in the heart, white man’s habits, he could not be expected
In many a remote Canadian home, where they to be very friendly tewards those by whom he

ould hardly think civilisation had gone at all, had been corrupted and ruined. Besides, there
were worthy Christians whose emotions had were among the Indians many dissensions—
been powerfully stirred up over the persecu- —some of them hereditary which were mis
lions ot William Shrewsbury, and who prayed ehievously fostered by tbe advocates of a cun
right heartily that there might descend on them ning policy ot extermination. Between tbe
tbe mantle of Thomas Collins. Tbe great work two opposing parties the missionary could
for which a magnificent demonstration was to scarcely escape blame or injury. Tbe Indian
be held in that ball the following night was preferred the file of Nimrod the hunter to that
not forgotten amongst those from whom be ol Noah the vine-dresser, and lately the buffalo
came. The Conlerenee in Cauada committed bad seemingly almost vanished from the prair-
itself heartily to tbe temperance reformation ies, and many vf them connected this threaten
The ministère, by tbeir precept and example ed famine with the presence of tbe missionary
were continually endeavoring to drive that ac- in their midst. Thus the missionaries had to
cursed toe of intemperance out ol the Und. be as wise a* serpents, harmless a. doves, which
There was one part of Canadian legislation reminded him that a colored preacher said, m
which did not seem to them to be inconsistent commenting upon that passage, that they must
with civil liberty : and it was this. It stood take care to mix tbe ingredients right—say in
upou the Statue-book-although whether it the proportion ol one pound of the dove to an
was obsolete in practice or no it was not for ounce of tbe serpent. Ibe missions in British
him to say—that if a man, to use plain Saxon Columbia, which he had recently been privileg-
language, was made drunk, could be proved ed to visit, were established some sixteen years
to have been made drunk in a public-house, ago. They were started by tbe Canadian Con-
and on hi» way homeward fell and broke his ference, sustained by the moral support and by
leg and mortification ensued from tbe wound tbe financial support—only by a little of tbe lat-
andhedied, then the widow could recover Lr i,owevel—of the Conference at home. The
damages from the public house landlord who ! v „ i „ ,v." 1 . .. I first batch of missionaries was beaded by the

theological chair, or, at any rate, provision for 
the systematic theological instruction of stu- made him drunk. Now he did not mind it they

Children of the forest,” which was a slightly 
poetical and rallier Haltering mode of address, 
but one could fancy the grimaces that came 
over the dusky countenances of tin.’ Indians to 

horn lie 6|M>ke when tbe interpreter transla
ted the words, 44 Little luen among big sticks” 
being tbe only available ( ’ll monk for tbe ex
pression. lie mentioned this just in order to 
let the present audience see that it waa not easy 

ork with the means at hand to overcome the 
difficulties that were inevitable in missionary 
endeavours to gain effectual access to the In 
dian mind and heart. And yet it wai. true, for 
he had seen it, that while they could not lec
ture these men into thrill and industry, and 
while their endeavours to impress them with the 
superiority ol civilised life would be met with a 
grunt of indifference or with tbe puff ol smoke 

hieh was so fair an excuse for silence, they 
were not insensible to tbe jiower ol the Gospel 
of Christ. A missionary had only to plant the 
cross in the midst ot them, and under the 
shadow ol that blessed cross all that was em- 
bruted and unworthy would die, and all that 
was of good report and lovely would begin to 
spring up and ripen. On the sole ground of 
the civilising influence of Christian missions he 

ould like to set any sceptics down upon Na
naimo, a beautiful settlement on the eastern 
shores ol Vancouver’s Island, where, if they 
liked, they could see the two systems growing 
side by side. There were two streets in that 
Indian village not much more than 100 yards 
from each other ; called respectively the Hea
then and the Christian street. The first pre
sented, close to the river, a long row ol low 
log huts, without windows, without chimneys, 
with a common door, and earthen floors, with 
boards loosely nailed here and there, but no 
where torming a complete enclos jrc, and with 
in these eight or ten families herded together, 
without decency, without convenience, unkempt 
unclad save with blankets, unwashed, and alto
gether presenting as degrading a downtall from 
the image ol God as could be found on this side 
ot bell, in the Christian street, on the other 
band, there was cleanliness anil comfort ; there 
was the institution of the family apart, there 
was thrill, ibeie was a measure ol industry, and 
there was the idea and the look of home. 
There the two systems were side by side, lor 
all the world to look upon. In the lower street 
were fathers, brethren, and relatives ol those 
in tbe higher street, and. as the Gospel reached 
one heart alter another, a small emigration wa» 
constantly going on. Ob, it any ol tbe edoca 
tienal lungers who lauded their own agencies 
so highly, and who sneered at the Gos[»el of 
Christ, had only accomplished halt an improve
ment like that, how the great worshippers of 
the Ban ot human sufficiency would have held 
high festival, and there would have been gar
lands and incense, and they would Lave beard 
tbe clang ot cyuibals[and tbe shout ol unlooked- 
for triumph over the length and breadth of the 
land ! But it was reserved for Christianity to 
achieve triumphs like these, showing in the 
highest and most complete sense that godliness 
was profitable unto all things, having tbe pro
mise of the file that now is as well as of that 
which is to come. He thought enough had 
now been said to show the nature and extent 
ol the work that Methodism was doing in Can
ada, and that, it it was only faithful to its mis
sion, the future would be inseparably bound 
up with the future ot the Dominion itself. 
What that future might be it was not for him

a moment longer that she was wishful to stay, 
because telling her that only suggested thoughts 
ol going which would never otherwise have 
entered her head, amt provoked the still more 
irritated thought that t lid England wanted to 
get rid ol her. lhen a Fenian invasion had 
been put down by God’s blessing upon the 
prompt valour ol her own volunteers, she 
ought not tube subjected to the mortification 
ol hearing the national representative of Bri
tain eager to express thanks to other’ parties, 
as if they had done the deed- -partie» by whose 
connivance or consent the conspirators were 
allowed to arm, drill, march, organise, and 
start on their miserable enterprise, and who 
never interfered until the whole thing proved 
u fiatvo and a failure. Neither ought Canada 
to be made to leel, when Eegland got into 
difficulties, that England waa anxious or will
ing to sacrifice her interval», with very little 
exercise ol self-denial, in order to propitiate 
that political Abab, who, though his posses
sions were already unwieldy, then real a very- 
loving and longing look toward» the acquisi
tion ol Naboth’a vineyard. Thie he ventured 
to say, not aa a Canadian, but aa an English
man in Canada, and withal cherishing a moat 
sincere and hearty admiration of many thing» 
and [ieople in the United Statee, also with an 
inlenae love for that inner America which did 
not oltcn come to the eurlare, but which he 
bait been privileged to see. He did, how
ever, want truth, and comfort, and peace, 
and prosperity and confidence all round. And 
now, in roue Union, he begged, on behalf ol 
the Canadian Conference, to offer on the pre- 
sent occasion tbe very hearty and filial saluta
tions of that Conlerenee to the great body now 
assembled. They joyed in tbe triumph» of 
their British brethren ; they sympathised with 
their sorrows and triala ; and their fervent 
prayer waa that the God of their father» might 
give to them the increaae of the hundredfold, 
and in the world to come everlasting life. To 
these prayer» and greetings, offi red in hie re
presentative character, be might be permitted 
to add bia own. He did not come among them 
a« one that waa quite » stranger. Hie heart 
was very lull when he »|«,he to them. Some 
of them might imagine, although none of them 
could thoroughly realise, the tumultous rush of 
feeling which surged in hi» aeul to night, stern
ly repressed by the need» of his position. This 
was the third Manchester Conference that he 
had fieeu privileged to attend ; MancheeterCon- 
ferenecs were eras in hie ministerial lietory. 
Twenty-two year» ago be stood in lise gallery 
of Oldham-street Chapel a candidate for or
dination, raw, inexperienced, girding on an 
armour which he had but very slightly prov
ed. Twelve year» ago be rose from the plat
form ol Oldham-street Chagiel to acknow
ledge his election to Ibe legal hundred -an 
honor never before conferred on one 10 young, 
lie stood before tbem alter a year of deep sor- 

and after a year of extensive travel and 
labor, to testily to the goodnesa of God and to 
offer his gratitude to them who bad placed aucli 

trust in tus banda. Twelve years more had 
passed away, and now, alter a year of more 
extensive travel and ol deeper sorrow, he atood 
before them as representative to tbe Church at 
home from tbe Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
Canada, and I’reaident of the Canadian Confer
ence. Was it not natural that he should feel ? 
He had been asking himaell, as he sat in that 
vast and beautiful hall, what harvest he had ga
thered from these bygone year» ; and though 
memory was ke.*n in hcr accusation» ol unfaith 
lulnesa, he knew that he had garnered some
what for which he waa now very grateful. He 
had firmer Iaith than ever in tbe goodness of 
Almighty God, because ol the way in which he 
had led him in the witderneee. He tied a firm
er Iaith in tbe Gospel of tbe Jxtrd Jean» Christ 
because be had seen iu adaptation in every va
riety ol circumstance and upon every variety 
of character and colour. He bad a firmer faith 
in tbe resurrection ot eternal life, because in 
the mysterious providence of God be bail been 
linked to each hemisphere by tbe dead. Might 
be add to all this that be had a firmer faith in 
the unexhausted mission ol Methodiara, because 
be had, through all his wanderings, seen iu 
adaptation to the wants ol all people.and kaew 
that the blessing of the Lord abode with il» 
testimony still. I>et not tbe father» and breth
ren or dear Methodist [ieople in England be 
disheartened. 1-et them not be disheartened 
by any kind of apparent check to tbeir pro
gress. The glory had not departed from Is
rael. Let tbem go forth, aa Mr. Cook told 
tbem—and a glorious illustration it waa—with 
tbe red crosa upon their arms, with the red 
cross upon tbe frontlet, with tbe spiritual am
bulance which they were hearing to tbe rescue 
ol the wounded anil weary, and then they need 
not anil could not fail. The other day. as he 
was easayiig tor tbe first time a voyage on the 
Pacific Ocean, be could not hot be cheered and 
eocout aged by a sign which God in hi» good 
providence gave him. Aa tbeir vessel waa 
steaming out of San Francisco, and through tbe 
Golden Gate, God stretched a glorious rain
bow from headland to headland, across the 
mile-wide channel, and under that arch of tbo 
covenant tbe voyager» passed oat over the un
tried and dangerous sea. Oh, was th.-re not 
such a sign for alt of them ? They had enter
ed upon another year—perhaps one of ercour- 
agement or iriuraph,perhape one of trial. They 
talked about the decrease in their number», 
and that was perhaps a partial cloud, but did 
they not know that it required a cloud to show 
the rainbow ? Could they sec Hie brilliant


