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elan needy before It shell be too lete. 
—Intermoontslo Catholic.

lie In this notion ? And would not snob 
e combination, representing the beet 
publie sentiment, be » powerful elly to 
the state In Its efforts to cheek and con
trol the evil ?

Let us hope that the people will take 
the bull by the horns and apply a sover-

CHECK ON VILE LITERA-If Ulsterman threatened only to dig 
ditches no one would mind them ; but It 
Is when they begin to talk ol lining 
ditches, which la an extreme use to put 
ditches to, that they become Interesting. 
Oue big drum with other instruments 
goes to make an ordinary band ; but 
dfteeu big drums and no other Instru
ment make an extraordinary one, and 
therefore capable of attracting atten
tion—a fact to discover which was re
served to the highly developed 
sense of the Orangemen of the North.

Now, the history of Ireland Is Inter
esting because we are always walking 
on tightropes, swallowing swords, lining 
ditches, and have an undue number of 
big drums In our music.

We are either dying for the Grown 
out In South Africa or kicking it Into 
the Boyne In Ireland. One portion of 
the community Is said to be priest-rid
den ; another portion occupies Its spare 
time in consigning the Pope to a place 
where the standard of comfort Is low. 
Some of up send our children to Eng
land to acquire an English accent, whilst 
others keep them at home and forbid 
them to speak English at all.

Yet, as I say, merely to assert that 
Ireland Is the home of extremes does not 
explain why this extreme of Protestant
ism is with us. It la due to many 
causes.
THE CATHOLICISM OK ENGLISH PROTEST

ANTISM

the stir and movement of English Pro
testantism. The oontrest Is vividly re
vealed In that strong, deep, and steady 
stream Into the Catholic Oburoh which 
b becoming very noticeable of late 
years, especially of the more cultured 
and intellectual classes. Borne lew 
months ago In Brighton alone at least 
two Protestant clergymen and about two 
hundred of the laity were received Into 
the Church.

“ Why do not these things happen In 
Ireland ?" was the question I put at the 
time to an English Protestant friend of 
mine, a clergyman.

“ Well," he answered, “ yon must re
member the Church In Ireland is a mere 
Protestant Church ; it is too awful for 
words." Of course, this wes no answer.
My question was — Why is the Church 
In Ireland a mere Protestant Church ?
Why is it too awful for words ?

The life of a society shows itself in the 
exercise of its authority. The vigour of 
its life la manifested by the vigilant, de
termined use of that authority.

A society that merely protests be
longs so far to the lowest scale of social 
beings, if Indeed it can be said to be a 
social being at alL To exercise authority 
is the heart beat of a social organism ; 
to protest is the mere dead weight of its 
members, to protest is the simple expres
sion of a personal opinion, and anyone 
can express an opinion who has an 
opinion to express. A man who is go
ing to be hanged can protest, and very 
often does.

A CHURCH WHICH NEVER COMMANDS 
I do not believe that the Protestant 

Church in Ireland ever exercised author
ity by laying a solemn injunction on its 
lay members ; and what is more, I do 
not believe it could do it.

If any one denies that let it be put to 
the test. I am willing to re-oonsider 
that aspect of Protestantism if Dr. 
Crozier or the General Synod will im
pose a strict fast on all Protestants In 
Ireland on any one day in the year, 
binding under pain of grievous sin ; or 
if they will impose an obligation of at
tending Divine Service on any one dsy, 
so that if Irish Protestants do not obey 
they will regsrd their consciences seri
ously burdened.

If Dr. Crozier or the Synod did so, or, 
rather, endeavored to do so, a broad 
smile would ripple across the land from 
Cape Clear to Mizen Head.

Yet in the Book of Common Prayer as 
adopted by the Protestant Church at 
the Disestablishment is a list of days of 
fasting and abstinence. Protestknts are ant. 
bound to fast the forty days of Lent, 
Ember Days, Rogation Days, and all 
Fridays in the year except Christmas 
Day. But by whom ? Certainly not by 
the Irish Protestant Church.

Yet I cannot help thinking if an Irish 
Protestant, and, above all, if an Irish 
Protestant minister were known to ab
stain from meat on Friday he would be 
denounced to the General Synod as 
undermining the faith of his flock and as 
Infected with Romanism.

The Catholic Church lives and exer
cises authority. For example, she lays 
a solemn obligation on every Catholic 
to abstain from meat on Friday. She 
might to-morrow, forsome special reason, 
proclaim a special fast day, and there 
would be quite possibly a special meet
ing at the Metropolitan Hall, with the 
Protestant Archbishop of Dublin in the 
chair, to protest against her action as 
ruinous to butchers. Or she might dis
pense her children from an ordinary fast 
day for some reason, and then possibly 
there would be a meeting in Belfast, 
with Dr. Crozier in the chair, to pr test 
against her action as ruinous to fish
mongers, and perhaps the Right Hon. J. 
Campbell, K.C., would seize the oppor- 

There is in America no Protestant tunity of dilating on the “ truculence " 
Church as there is in Ireland-that is, of Catholic ecclesiastical authornies in 
there is no such homogeneous Protest- “ over-riding the law of the land by 
ant body. The freedom of the American forbidding loyal subjects to do what by 
eagle has invaded the diocese and the the law of the land they have a right

Tcctl^ticTrt Mto this protesting character of the 

attaint. A s an American friend of mine Protestant Church that gives it such a 
put it to me—graphically, forcibly, If whimsical aspect in presence of the 
not verv elegantly-“The American Catholic Church when authoritatively 
parson teaches and oeremonises as he acting. This aspect Is not, I think, alto- 
H.rn likes ” gether the sour-grapes aspect, nor is it

In the New York Sun, of some ten the fox-who-had-lost-his-tail attitude, 
years ago, is given an account of a Pro- but rather that of the good man h riday 
testant Church in New York in which is when he first saw his master Robinson 
reserved the Blessed Sacrament. The Crusoe, üre off his gun. 
sanctuary lamp burns before it. In this It is a state of complete amazement, 

church public notices announce of abject bewildernment, something like 
One effort made by Pmteatants to that confessions will be heard at certain ^mental state bluebottle when

trft.oe “ 8VmatrfekVl refer to às R wlU Rathe? quaiifled Protestantism is this, green fleids outside, but finds itself 
and St. Patrick s 1 refer to, as it win ’ in Ireland, against the hard, invisible window-pane,

saaess iMKs ssssàfftyuns
sSsSaSssS ti-.tawe can deny it. That the clergy oi at. ly vas ui «divisions In giving as a reason that his heart was

Patrick's time married is always proved ant. 8 Churob of England still beating. As Chesterton said of
in the same fashion. I quote the proof the Established Vhurcn oi ^ g reaaons given by George Moore for
from a Protestant Church Catechism, - the 0P"& ‘ and he leaving the Catholic Church they are
the author of which regards it aa the Church, the Low Uuioh, ̂  ̂  a,)(mt *he beat for remaiDing in it.
ridLamSthPrson of Calpurnius.a deacon, olP^o^Untism in DelM^'WhaTfeUh

r Pr^nir be srr&awa'» r»plain from this ?’ and the answer fai'yyoung Protertaît8parson, arriving about twenty years'time, Protestantism

Æ'MSr:.ïvD,;M
Provost Dr. Salmon. To-day a man who to have everything Ror an here, except 
has been married and had children may the Pope. And so they had. They 
on conditions accurately laid down by had the Mass, the Canon o! which was
the Catholic Church become a priest, said in an inaudible
Thus many Catholic priests in England ment was reserved ; Benediction was 
and in Belgium, and in other countries, given ; candles were lighted before the 
could say as St. Patrick, I am the son of statue of our Lady ; festivals, snch as 
a deacon or a priest. Some could say, that of Corpus Christi, were celebrated
I am the grandson of a priest. Let us with becoming splendour,
hope Dr. Traill and others will not learn This state of things i® bT no m®an® 
this, else they will use it as an argument uncommon or restricted to one part of 
that the Catholic priesthood of these England. A young Protestant clergy- 
countries is not celibate. man wrote to me some time ago exprès-

I could learn, if it were necessary, sing a hope that his Church and the 
from the “ History of the Ancient Irish Catholic Church would soon be united,
Church " published for the use of Pro- and that he saw no .eason why the Pope 
testant school children, that in St. of Rome should not be recognized as 
Patrick’s time and later, famous monas- Supreme Head.
teries were founded all over the Island. If such things were done or said in 
The ones at Durrow, Kells, and Swords Ireland the Ulster army would have long 
were especially conspicuous. Monks ago crossed the Boyne and be in full 
and virgins inhabited them and prac- march on whatever centre where such 
tised the Evangelical counsels of Pov- practices were allowed, 
erty. Chastity and Obedience. Accord- irirh Protestantism stagnant 
ing to Bury's reading of history, “young Tbe atagnant Protestantism of Ire- 
natives have become monks and daugh- land atan(ja out In strong contrast with 
ters of chieftains virgins of Christ.
___ «Last year a Protestant clergyman, who had bee
officiating as such for seveial years, told me he 
never heard of the distinction between having valid 
orders and having ecclesiastical jurisdiction.

OH 1 HOW CHANOIDol Theology that validity of orders Is 
not the seme es apostolloel succession, *
-«s, therefore, does not ensure the con
tinuance of a Church. Of course, con
sidering the theologloel training, or 
rather the went of It, In the Irlih l ro- 
tee tant Church, this will be lor many ol 
them e new dogmatic truth.

Suppose all the Protestant Bishops 
end clergy lo Ireland became Mormons 
to-morrow, and suppose they bed valid 
orders end so, other Bishops ooold be 
end were consecrated, would that atrange 
Mormonlo society be the seme, or, to 
use their unsclentlflo language, be the 
llneel descendant of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of teucy.

A company commissioned by the State 
to mint money, If It no longer did so, 
would, I presume, oeaie to exist as that 
company even though the same members 
formed a club to play pitch and toss with 
the money they had coined. So a troop 
of jugglers could hardly be termed the 
lineal descendant ol a former billiard 
ball manufacturing company, though 
they were the same lmdlviduals who as 
a company once made the billiard balls 
which they now swallow, cause to dis
appear, change Into live rabbits, and 
put through other metamorphoses pecu
liar to their new profession.

A second position is taken np by Irish 
Protestantism, more logical than the 
last, but with s basis still less supported,
If possible, by history. It Is that the 
tenets, doctrines, and faith of the an
cient Irish Church were Protestant.
1>RS. PKÀOOCKE AND TRAILL AS HISTORIANS 

VERSUS DR. BURY
A very interesting meeting of the 

Trinity College Theological Society was 
held some ten years ago at which Dr. 
Traill, the present Provost, spoke. He 
said the Catholic view of St. Pat
rick’s work was perfectly untenable, 
that history had finally shown the an
cient Irish Church as entirely independ
ent of Rome. His remarks were received 
witb applause by the learned body of 
Protestants present.

Suddenly a bombshell dropped into 
the midst of the Protestant historical 
view. The bombshell took the shape of 
a “ Life of S. Patrick," published by 
Professor J. B. Bury, once a Fellow of 
Trinity College, then and since a Pro
fessor of History in the University of 
Cambridge, and an acknowledged ex
pert in historical studies.

In the first place, Dr. Bury candidly 
describes Dr. Todd, from whom a whole 
generation of Protestants took their 
views, as an historian who left him (Dr. 
Bury) “ doubtful about every fact con
nected with Patrick’s life." “Dr. Todd 
wrote," he continues to say, “ with an 
unmistakable ecclesiastical bias ... 
anxious to establish a particular thesis 
. . . and with an interest totally 
irrelevant to historical troth. ’ Pro: 
fessor Bury then gives his own conclus
ions. They tend to show, he says, “that 
the Roman Catholic conception of St. 
Patrick’s work is generally nearer to 
historical fact than the views of some 
anti-Papal divines." In the body of his 
work the same historian says—In Pat
rick’s time “ Ireland was In principle as 
closely linked to Rome as any Western 
Church ... it was to the Bishop cl 
Rome, as representing the unity of the 
Church, that the Christians of Ireland 
desiring to be an organized portion of 
that unity, would naturally look to 
speed them on tlieir way. . . Ireland 
nad Become one of the Western Churches, 
and therefore, like its fellows, looked to 
the See ol Rome as the highest author
ity in Christendom." Dr. Trail, in 
1900, looked on the question as finally 
settled.

Dr. Peaoocke, the Protestant Arch
bishop ot Dublin, a few weeks ago at 
the Protestant Conference in Belfast, 
naively declared—" We Irish Church
men are quite clear in our minds that 
our Church’s claim to be descended 
from the ancient Church of Ireland 
(whatever that means) ... is fully 
justified on historical grounds." I re
commend to both him and Dr. Traill 
the perusal of the latest “Life of St, 
Patrick," by their co-religionist, Dr.

What stamps a Church with Its in
dividuality is its beliefs and doctrines 
naturally revealing themselves in its 
rites and ceremonies, religions practices 
and various forms of religious life.

TUREWhere ere their counterpart* In its 
** llneel descendent ol to-day,” the Irleh 
Protestent Church ? We never heer ol 
the Protestent Bishops or clergy recom
mending the meldens of Belfast, or the 
’Prentice Boys of Derry to convert some 
of their Orenge Lodges Into monssteries 
end live there In the preetloe of Poverty, 
Chastity end Obedience.

I em efreid the time Is not yet ripe, es 
but e few months ego the worthy mem
bers of St. John’s Sendymount, preyed 
the Dublin Protestent Synod “ to teke 
such measures es will give them relief 
from the action of the Rev. Mr. Lefanu 
for establishing e community of nuns in 
the perish.”

In one of St. Patrick's synods we reed 
ot offering prayers end sacrifices for the 
dead ; in other historical documents the 

Oethollo practice is referred to, 
yet again the faithful members of the 
Protestant communion of Bandymount 
expressed their horror of the act of the 
ltev. Mr. Lefanu in asking for prayers 
for the soul of one of the deed members 
of his fiock.

Professor Bury tells us—” Patrick 
bore back with him to Ireland . . . 
the most precious of all gifts, relics of 
the Apostles Peter and Paul.” Bells 
and croziers of that period are still pre-

Now, when I meet Dr. Orozler, the 
present Piimate of theProtestantChurob, 
on the Kingstown Pier, returning from 
Rome, bearing with him relics of saints, 
as St. Patrick did long ago, to be dis
tributed up in the North and amongst 
the Protestants of Ireland, telling me he 
has been ” approved in the Catholic 
Faith.” as a contemporary record states 
St. Patrick was, ” by the Holy ISee,” 
prepared to preach the practice of the 
Evangelical Counsels, ordering the 
image of the Mother of God with our 
Infant Saviour in her arms, a halo of 
glory round her head, to be inserted in 
the Prctetant Prayer Book, as it is in 
the Book of Kells—when this happens I 
shall listen to the statement that the 
present Protestant Church is “ the 
lineal descendant of the Church of St. 
Patrick ” without my sense of the ludi- 

belng ho strongly appealed to as

That the soul may not be sad, it mast 
each day see the good God ae its 
Father.

One of the most prolific sources of 
evil and corruption of the young and old 
Is the Immoral literature with which the 
markets are flooded to-day. As to books 
most of the “ beet sellers ” are either 
downright vile, or else pander to Infamy 
In the insidious dress of suggestion or 
inference. There are a few bookdealere 
who are decent enough to exercise an 
individual censorship over new publica
tions and who refuse to put on their 
counters objectionable volumes. But 
most of them are entirely controlled by 
the commercial sense, and it makes very 
little, if any difference to them whether 
a novel is good or bad, so long as it in
vites a profitable sale. The commençai 
motive controls the writer, why should 
it not control the seller of his book ?
Book writing and book selling have be
come purely a money enterpiise—with
out any other object in view save that 
of the greatest amount of financial gain,
though it were necessary to cater to the automobiles, literies, oarage 
lowest appetites of the masses. We 
have laws against the publication of un
clean literature, but they are only an 
incumbrance on the statute books.
Who is going to de*ne in a lawsuit or in 
the case of an arrest what is immoral 
and what is not ? How far may sugges
tion and inference bo used without be
ing liable to the charge of immorality ?
Are the slippery and risque things in 
novels to be put down as coming under 
the classification of immorality ? If not, James B. 
it is nevertheless true that they lead 
to more individual vice, social corrup
tion and ruin than that which is openly 
vile. A nude figure may be made re
volting, but one that is suggestively 
draped will easily arouse the most las
civious passions. There appears to be 
no effective means of getting away from 
the filthy and degrading literature of 
the day. Laws on the subject are most
ly inoperative. Protective societies 
against vice in some of the larger cities, 
and a few church organizations have 
taken the matter in hand, but their ef
forts have remedied only a small frac
tion of the evil in a few localities. It 
seems to be imperative for all the good 
citizens of the nation to realize the dan
ger with which young and old, but es
pecially the young, are threatened by 
this enormous cesspool of printed filth 
that is spreading everywhere to the det
riment of clean morals. It is not only a 
question of the welfare of the Churob, 
but of the citizens of the state. No 
commonwealth can last that will permit 
the systematic, gradual and constant 
pollution of its member* by vile litera
ture. If we were all sufficiently aroused 
on the subject we would not fail of hav
ing each state establish a censorship 
board with full power to forbid the sale 
of any objectionable book within its 
limits. Or it may be advisable to have 
a national board created for that pur
pose with power to appoint co-operative 
boards for the different states. While 
this would be undoubtedly the best way 
of checking and restricting the evil, it 
mint not be forgotten that the most eifi- 
oaeious remedy lies in the creation of a 
great public sentiment against it. Here 
the influence of the Catholic Church, of 
all the Christian denomination and all 
the forces that make for morality, should 
come into action. It is in the last an
alysis a question of God, home and coun

citizens should
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Ltd.Comparing Irish Protestantism with 
Protestantism ae we find it in England, 
we must remember there was always 
from the beginning a deep, intense, if 
subconscious, stream of Catholic thought 
and sentiment in the latter which never 
was in the former.

The only essential Catholic doctrine 
denied by Henry VIII. was the suprem
acy of the Pope.

The English Church in the beginning 
Oriental Church in the West.

;
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waa an
For » time the Holy Sacrifice waa offered 
with full Catholic ritual ; devotion to 
the Mother ol God waa cultivated ; and 
a Catholic tone and apirit lingered on. 
Though it lingered, or rather preciaely 
beoauae it only lingered, it waa neve- 
obtrusive.

English Protestantism waa 
summer's night, in the Northern regions, 
where the twilight ol the preceding day 
never dies altogether, but mingles with 
the darkness and creeps into ravines and 
valleys and waits for the dawn.

The whole nation became Protestant, 
and thus it never became ultra-Protest-
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The aspect of the Protestant church 
in Ireland which at once strikes a stu
dent of history and an observer of the 
varions developments ot religious 
thought is its intensely Protestant char
acter. I do not think there is a Pro
testant religions body in the world so 
deeply Protestant as is the Irish Pro
testant Church of to-day. I am not 
speaking at all of the truth or falsehood 
of its position, bnt of the simple fact of 
ita profoundly Proteatant tone and tem
perament. It haa kept, aa far aa twen
tieth century human beinga could keep, 
to the Elizabethan traditions with more 
fidelity than any other religious body 
that came into being at that period.

That gives to this body the same fas
cination that would belong to a tribe in 
our midst who still trusted to bows and 
arrows, drank mead out of their enemies' 
skulls, and preferred the piotur- 
eaqueneas of paint to the comfort of 
clothes. The first thing it did when it 
waa legislated out of existence aa an 
Established Church waa to protest 
against the Athanasian Oread,* and ita 
last recorded act, a few weeks ago, was 
to protest against the Vicar of Christ 
using the power conferred on him. In 
the interval its life has been nothing but 
a bald protest.
PROTESTANTISM IN AMERICA, GERMANY 

AND ENGLAND
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W. S.It was never a fighting unit in a hos
tile country. There waa no need to set 
sentinels, and have watchwords, and 
scrutinise passports. Rites and cere
monies were rarely, if ever, challenged 
unless they were openly and pro
nouncedly Catholic.

The burden of proof lay on the chal
lenger to prove it was Catholic, rather 
than on the rite and ceremony to show it 
waa Proteatant.

All this, of course, was true ef the 
general tone. There were exceptions, 
bnt with all the restrictions of excep-

1 \ M HIM I.

A. ELLIS
204 Masonic Temple, London

Richmond St.

BRICK MANUFACTURERS
J. W. CAWRSE 

Brick Manufacturer
G. M. GUNN & SON. 

Kinds of In;uRes. Phone 1616Pipe Line Road.

CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS
All

J. A. N ELLES & SON 
General Insurance Agents 

380 Richmond St., Lond

London Life Insurance Co.
POLICIES "GOOD AS GOLD" 

Actual Profit Results Exceed Estimates

A Brokers 
on, Ont.R. H. & J. Dowler

LONDON

Confectioners, Caterer», Baker»

FAWKES A SONS, 660 Dundas St. 
Wedding and Party Supplies a specialty

ST. THOMAS

IRON AND WIRE WORKStions.
Protestantism in England, as a rule, 

sentiment towards
J. E. BOOMER 

Confectioners, etc. DENNISLondon, Ont.181 Dundas St.had that tone and 
Catholicism which possesses an English 
regiment keeping order in a good- 
humored English crowd. It was never 
fighting for its life. In Ireland the 
sentiment of Protestantism waa that 
of an English regiment in the Fenian 
davs cooped up in a Tipperary barracks.

So the tradition of Catholicism wss 
never altogether lost in England, and 
to-day we find in the heart of the Pro
testant Church taught openly the doc
trine of seven Sacraments, Intercessory 
prayer for the dead practised, confession 
preac ed and used, lights burned before 
the altar where the Sacrament is re
served and before statues ol Our Lady 
and the saints ; things which, if we 
could conceive them happening in Ire
land at all, we could do ao only by put
ting into the picture the summoning of 
the police force, and all the consequent 
squalor of,prosecutions in the law courts 
for “ brawling " in the church.
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try, upon which all good 
be a unit.

The Catholic Church in Ireland is 
just now affording a splendid example 
of how to grapple with this monstrous 
source of evil, 
ous and persistent campaign against the 
reading or selling or importing of bad 
literature — newspapers, magazi 
books—principally by the aid of vigil
ance committees formed in all the cities 
and towns of the country. The spirit of 
the movement will be clearly seen from 
the following resolution passed by the 
Central Council of the Catholic Relig
ious Confraternities of Dublin:

“ Resolved, That we, the Confratern
ities’ Central Council, pledge ourselves 
not to purchase or allow into our homes 
any of the objectionable English Sunday 
papers or any other paper or journal, 
local or imported, that publishes the 
filthy and unnecessary details of divorce 
or breach 6f promise cases objectionable 
advertisements, and that we co-operate 
with the Dublin Vigilance Committee, 
under the guidance of our spiritual 
directors or parish priests, in their efforts 
to stop the circulation of such immoral 
and dangerous literature.”

Similar resolutions were passed by 
numerous other councils and representa
tive bodies. The practical results of 
this good work will be recognized in the 
following report of the Vigilance Com
mittee in Cork:
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Ireland's distilled Protestantism

What came to Ireland from England 
was distilled Protestantism.

I am not speaking now so much of the 
personnel of the first Reformers in Ire
land—that is, of the Bishops and clergy. 
Protestant historians themselves are 
loudest in their condemnation of them 
as a
morality and principle. *

I am speaking of the tone or spirit of 
the religious body which they did not 
find, but founded, in Ireland.

It was a camp in an enemy’s land. 
The last outpost of the Euglish garrison 
was the furthermost limit of Protestant
ism. The Book of Common Prayer was 
ever in the shadow of the bayonet. Out 
beyond was the night, the rebels, the 
mere Irish, the Catholics.
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“Ninety-two booksellers and news 
venders in the city have signed a 
pledge : First—Not to have or expose 
for sale any immoral, suggestive or irre
ligious literature, whether papers, per
iodicals or books. Second—Not to dis
play posters containing headings in any 
way suggestive. Third—Not to have 
on sale any objectionable postcards or 
pictures.”

Volunteers and recruits for this crus
ade often take the following pledge :

“I promise, as a member of Christ’s 
Church, not to read, distribute, or, in 
any way give countenance and support 
to papers, books, magazines, or any 
form of literature that is objectionable 
because of its hostility to my faith, or 
to the lofty purity inculcated by the 
Gospel of Christ. And I furthermore 
promise to withdraw my custom from 
those dealers who for the sake of filthy 
lucre, continue to sell those papers and 
periodicals which the voice of Catholic 
Ireland condemns as a menace to the 
purity and a peril to the faith of her 
people.”

The clergy are doing their very best 
to multiply these Confraternities and 
Vigilance Committees. In the city of 
Dublin the sale of vile newspapers has 
been so successfully boycotted that in 
the streets they are talked about as the 
“ penny dirties.”

If in each state of the Union such 
and committees were

FINANCIAL
___ *An English Protestant journal complains 1
I,made no attempt to prove the assertion. I did 
give any proof or authorities, thinking that the facts 
were so notorious that no one was so utterly ignor
ant of Irish history as to require the authorities. 
Seeing, however, there is such ignorance. I mention 
a few of my authorities. Spencer, History of Ire
land, p. 139. &c., says: "The clergy are generally 
bad. licentious and most disordered . . . what
ever disorders you see in the Established Church in 
England you may find here ( in Ireland ) and much 
more—namely, grosse simony, greedy covetousness, 
flesh incontinency careless sloath , . , wherein 
it is great wonder to see the odds which is between 

zeal of the popish priests and the Ministers of the 
Gospel, for they spare not to come out of Spain, 
from Rome and from Hemes, by long toil and dang
erous traveling hither, where they know certain 
peril of death awaiteth them and no reward or 
riches to be found, only to draw the people into the 
Church of Rome ; whereas some of our idle minis 
ters, having the livings of the county offered them, 
will neither for the same nor for any love of God he 
drawn forth from their warm nests." Again, in 
p. 132, Spencer says of the Irish Protestant clergy : 
•‘They neither read Scriptures, nor preach to the 
people, nor administer Communion." “Vide Spen
ser, ibid. passim." Taylor. Civil Wars, V. V, p. 176, 
says : "It is painful to dwell on the sins of omission 
and commission of the Church of L'.ngland. of 
which the writer is a devoted member, but it is 
worse than useless to disguise the truth. Its estab
lishment in Ireland exhibits the most flagrant in
stances of both positive and negative delinquency." 
Carte, a Protestant clergyman, in his history of the 
Life of James Duke of Ormond, says: " 1 he clergy of 
the Established Church were generally ignorant 
and unlearned and loose and irregular in their 
lives and conversations." If the English Protestant 
journal which asked tor my authorities require mote 
they will find references to the manner of men the 
first Bishops and Clergy of the Irish Protestant 
Church were, which I would not care to cite fully 
here in Leland's History, Sydney's Papers, Letters of 
the Lord Deputy Wentworth, Letters of Bishop 
Bedell, all of whom were Protestants, and in many 
other sources. 1 was loth to give these anthonties 
and to cite their testimony. As I said, the fact that 
the personnel of the first Protestant Bishops and 
Clergy were men, low, ignorant, devoid of morality 
and principle, was not the point I was insisting on. 
But when Î was challenged-to give my authorities I 

ht it better to do so.
TO BB CONTINUED
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Why, then, is it that Protestantism 
has retained here this definite charac
ter ? Snch a phenomenon does call tor 

explanation. Nor do 1 think that 
we can account for this phenomenon by 
the simple fact, which we must accept, 
that Ireland is the home of extremes.

It is that fact that makes the history 
of Ireland so peculiarly interesting.

Extremes are always interesting. It 
is that quality of being extreme that 
makes women interesting. They are 
either wearing a hat which no one can 
see, or wearing a hat which keeps one 
from seeing anything else. At one time 
they wore crinolines which made it im
possible for other people to walk ; now 
they are wearing hobble skirts which 
make it impossible for themselves to 
walk.
Suffragette or a good mother and a sen
sible housewife.

It is not very exciting to watch a man 
walk along a broad road, but once be 
takes to walking on a tightrope he steps 
out ot the monotonous and becomes in
teresting.

Wearing a sword will not gather a 
crowd in a street, bnt swallowing one 
will.
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formed,w'tonly by the Catholic Church, 
bat by all the Christian bodies and the 
civic societies in favor of a clean press 
and moral literature, would not the 
combination prove to be a great moral 
engine in breaking down the gigantic 
and ever-growing wave of corruption 
that is sweeping over the reading pub-
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changes was the following " The Rubric 
directing the public recital of the Athanasian Creed 
on certain stated days was removed."
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