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to the Father of our Lorvd Jesus Christ, of whom all paternity in
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us once more the

}'h« Incarnation is a miracle of love far beyond the reach of human | labouwr having become ennobled by the acetion
The infinite condescension of God, implied in the In-
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RT. REV. PIO}IN WALSH, D- D., | which ltlsv plummet-line of human reason ean never fathom.
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manifestation of this infinite
- !tn us in the fact of the Incarnation.

[ When St. John was in prison for having denounced the public sins

and all just, stooping into
this is an abyss of mercy

love and merey as revealed |

_ “Go and tell Jolin what you have seen
and heard. The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, th
deaf hear, the dead rise again, and the poor have the gospel preached

Our Blessed Saviour does not appeal in proof of his M ssiahship to
stupendous miracles that startle and terrify.
in a thousand ways the power that belonged to him in heaven and
; his voice could have controlled all the elements, arrested the

[t is the duty and the happines of these “sowers” of the Gospel, to | motions of the heavenly hodies, and suspended all the laws of natur
cast the divine seed of God’s Word into the soil of human hearts, in the | .”‘, could in this way have amply proved his divinity, and that he was
hope that, falling upon good ground, it may spring up and yield fruit a indeed the Mo "f“'ll that was to come to save a lost world.
the fruit of Christian virtue and holiness of life here, and | Peals rather to his works of tender mere;
to his beneficent and gracious manifestation of Almi

Now there is no more fruitful source of instruction and edification | '8 the ills that ’”,'“"' humanity, in relieving the wretched of the erus)
than the study of the life and actions of our Lord and Saviour Jesus | M8 burden of their sorrows, in comforting the aftlicted, in_healin
“He is the way, the truth and the life; they that follow him | broken of heart, and binding up their wounds.
walk not in darkness.” St. John xiv,6. “He is the light of the world | el John what you have heard and seen:
and the salt of the earth.  There is no salvation in any other, for there the lepers arve cleansed, the deaf hear, th
is no other name under heaven given to men whereby we may be saved.”
He is the model and pattern which we must imitate in our :
lives and actions if we would be saved, “for,” in the language of St. hy ton the poor, the
Paul, “whom God foreknew he also predestinated to be made confor- | and sin-hurden
image of his Son.”  Romans viii, 29. The knowledge of | tender pity, _
him is eternal life. He is our consolation, our hope, our happiness and le had a special affection and tendernes

good ; “for what have we in heaven,” said the Psalmist, | ¢rth, he found the poor erushed, ostracised, despised, and abandon
“and besides him what can we desire upon earth ; he is the God of our Lhe civili ation of the ; :
(iod that is our portion forever.” was A cold, h
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Our - divine

reputed son of a ca laboured and toiled

with St. Joseph for his daily bread.
exalted it in human estimation, and gave it a dignity in the eyes of men
The fact of and a power of merit in the eyes of God.

and example of Chirist,
the working man rose in the seale of human estimation, he ceased
to be regarded a thing, and was looked upon as a man possessing human
rights and liberties and duties.  Men, whether free or bond, were
taught the doetrines of equality before God, who was their common
father ; they were taught the doctrine of human and Christian hrother
hood, that in the language of St. Panl—**in one spirit they were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or
Ir 1 Corinthians xii, 13.  ** That they were all children of God by
faith in Jesus Christ, that there was neither Jew nor Greel, neither

bond nor free, but that they were all one in Christ Jesn Galatians
iii, 27-28. These blessed sounds broke with the power and ma of
delightful music on the ears of the fottered slave Millions of human

beings bowed down under the intolerable burdens and unspeakable
sorrows of slavery, lifted up their heads, raised their eyes toward
heaven, and began to hope. Gradually, under the blessed and fruit
ful influence of the example and teachings of our Saviour, the fetters

began to fall from the festering limbs of the slaves, men learned thei
rights and dignity as well as their responsibilities, labour was ennobled
and sanctitied, and the curse of slay ry ] d nppe ared from all chris
tian lands, never to return.  Who can estimate the value of this mighty
result, this ercat moral revolution! What bl 18 ha t not con
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What broken hearts has it not healed ' What peakable IrOWS
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then went to the bier and ina voice of command he said, ** Young
man. | sav to thee aris Death heard the voice of the author
life and obeved : the voung man awakened into life and went home
with his mother, to be the comfort and thie tafl of her old o
' ceond instance of our Saviow tounchn ympathy lor th
bereaved and the nrowing whicel ¢ shall add .18 that wha {
late to the raising of Lazarus from the tomb. A bel d brother, the
wrdian, prop and pride of two orphan ters, is torn from the
fanily civele by the eruel hand of death; he is taken away in the
prime ol manhood, in the mud { h u‘vTM‘l‘ and ! ’:"l"‘ wihen
Lis vresence scemed essentinl to the well-being and comfort of his si
ters, and he is now four days dead and huried away in the silent tomb
His place is vacant at the family hearth, there isa ad void in the hom
tead that cannot be filled up, ther a beloved presence wanting ;
and  grief hittor and overpowern and  son ’i”"‘hl"‘ :"“" ‘H:'
pressible, because too great for utterance natd filled the souls of the
bereaved and broken-hearted sister Our Lord came to console them
in their heart-anguish and agony, and the sisters ru hed out to meet

him, and in an outhurst of passionate grief, and 1 thos piteous
conts that smite the heart, exclaimed “ 0 Lord, if thou hadst bed
here ‘our hrother would not have died.  But now we know that w hat
ever thou shalt ask of God, he will \ i thi I'o
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