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euo—- mean favorable to the = ex-
citement of curiosity. It was a very
'géat__check, a regutar afterclap to
earn that the priest was innocent.
ere was, with some, a species
of disappointment. To be obliged to
draw back, to abandon conclusions

ched in such haste, is, to a de-

flash, the ultimate land-
ing place, and it is seen that it will.
be undesirable, immediately we con-
struct mental parriers, and instinct-
jvely seek to change the whole cur-
of that instantaneous ‘conclu-
sion. In other words, I hear of a
certain event, the natural  coneclu-
gion that I will arrive it is unplea-
gant for me; 1, therefore, am BIQW,
very SIOW in reacbiyg that conclu-
sion. But 1 hear of another eVent,
and I feel instinctively that thg con-
dusion will gratify my prejudices_ or
inclinations, and I jum’p at it,
t the slightest hesitation; I
overlools many an obstacle that in
ibe former case 1 would have wel-
comed. This may not be a positive
evidence of insincerity; but it is cer-
tainly one of bias in my mind.

in, with'a

rent

my
withou

AN EXAMPLE.—A couple of weeks
ago o fearful fire devasted a large
portion of Ottawa, a_ part of the
city that had suffered in a like man-
per in 1900. It was concluded at
once that it was the work of an in-
cendiary, Very naturally the mind
rushed to that conclusion; especially
as it seemed to furnish some excuse
for making some one suffer ag a pun-
It would seem as If the
disaster were more terrible if-it had
been due to a mere accident. There
would not be, then, the slightest
consolation, not even that of a
hope for vengeance. In this instance
an individual was arrested. No one
had seen him set the fire; but® he
was' ticket-of-leave man; he had once
been sent to penitentiary for arson;
he wae a suspicious character. So
much so was he suspicious that a
detective had shadowed him all that
day—and did not see him do any-
thing that would indicate that he
had been guilty of the supposed
crime. But all thesé circumstances
combined against him; and the pub-
lic mind jumped to the conclusion
that he was the author of the fire,
And had he not been arrested it
might have gone ill with the prison-
er. 1 do not say that he was inno-

jshment.

cent; 1 do not say that he was guil- |

ty; 1 know nothing about it. But I
can fully understand how anxious
the great mind would be to find
some one upon whom to cast the
blame, and how easy it would be to
jump to the conclusion that this spe-
cial man was the guilty party. In
this case no regréttable results fol-
lowed; but had theré been a lynch-
ing (such as so often has occurred in
the United States, especially in the
case of the colored people), and thdt
subsequently the error was discover-
ed, it would be too late to rectify
the evil conseguences of jumping at
consequences,

ANOTHER EXAMPLE.—The press
of America has been filled with ' col-
umn after column —of details, all
more or less sensational, of that
tragic event at Roraine, Ohio;, in
which the sister of the parish priest
was killed and the aged father Wal-
ser was accused of the murder. A
part from the people that ple

Catholics, - the p
Angenerous feeli

| with me.

gree, humiliating. While the fact of
a murder still remained, and of one
that should at any time excite pub-
Jic attention, still the case lost al-
most all its interest, since the priest
was not in it, since a sensational
trial was avoided, since such a
splendid source of scandal was filled
up. How very mute the press has
been ever since regarding thie mat-
ter! Columns were filled with the
first news of the event; the declara-
tion of the priest’s innocence was
easily folo in ten lines, stuck away
in a corner, and printed in small
type. Thus it is that the world is
so ready to jump at conclusions, es-
pecially if the conclusions contain an
elethent of scandal or injury to a
neighbor,

IN PRIVATE LIFE.—The exam-
ples I have just given are of a pub-
lic charaicter, and I have selected
from thousands, simply because they
are the most recent., But in pri\'nt‘e
life; in” the family circle; in the very
intimacy of the individual’s own
heart, is it not almost invariably
the same. Rash judgments of others;
false conclusions at once reached by
the most direct routes; simply b:;»
cause we do not' weigh matters fully
before deciding, study ‘carefully be-
fore speaking, and apply thergrand
rules of Christian charity before
risking opinions that may do irre-
parable wrong, and the effects of
which we are impotent to efiace.
There are some people who have a
constitutional weakness for jumping
at._conclusions—and 1. hereby
unjust conclusions. They are princi-
pally of the gossip class, the class
that has too much leisure for its
own good, and not sufficient serious

mean

cares to keep it occupied and pre-
vent it from taking undue interest
in other people’s business. It is a

well known 'saying that ‘‘Satan al-
ways finds some work for idle hands
to do.”” And he edually can furnith
miatter for idle tongues to talk
about. In my humble estimation,
what would best suit the purpose in
such cases, is to have a good and
profitable visitation of real personal
troublles. The one who is in difficult-
jes, who has serious cares, whose
mind is constantly occupied with the
obstacles that arise on life’s path-
way, has little or no time to sgvan-
 der in hunting up the scandals that
can be multiplied -at will to the de-
triment of a neighbor. And, even
the person who has a fair share of
 life’s anxieties, who has known its
reverses, is better .able to ' sympa-
thize with others, to find excuses for
mistakes rather than to seek grounds
for fault-finding. But it is the per-
son who has everything reguired to
make life contented that is liable to
become intolerant and uncharitable,
The former rarely jumps at conclu-
gions;; the latter is-always apt to do
80. These few reflections that I have
taken the liberty of making, are no-
thing more or less than the results
of my habitual obkervations, Stand-
ing on the curbstone the other day
an acgqumntance came along to chat
In the course of our brief
‘conversation I said that H. D.—a
mutual acguaintance— had died sud-

. | denly, ané it was a case of. poison.

He at once replied. “His wife'is the

of the United Sta
ter of jum n‘%

ne that gave it to. him, they al-
ys were on bad terms’’ As a

| tain nationality, or of any similar-

is
Grehy ddes; Ehat ikt ol
ity of tastes or calling should meet
together, and make merry and m'
themselves; but why all this could
not be ‘done without transforming
their meeting place into a = public
house passes my understanding. The
society or the institution of any
kind which depends upon drink for
its principal bond of friendship and
goodfellowship rests upon a .rotten
foundation. The licensed club is a
source~of danger in our midst to our
young men; no amount of argument
can convince any sensible man that
it does not provide them with every
inducement to cultivate a love of
drink., Will some wise legislator
make it his business to see if some
beneficial amendment could not be
made in the Licensing Act to meet
such cases?

CHARLATANRY.—The object of
all modern 1ugi§lntl\'t~ enactments 1s
popularly supposed to be for the
public good. In most cases no Act
of Parliament is required, either as
a deterrent or as an instrument for
the infliction of penalties, to guide
with their
unwritten law —

people in their dealings
fellow-beings. An
the law of conscience—serv
pose. But there are not a few in-
stances, sad to relate, in which the
wise provisions of the criminal, as
well as the civil law are most necd-
ful to protect people—not
gainst others, but even against thems-
selves. The case of the fortune-tell-
er and all his kith and kin is one
of these instances. Perth is full of
them; so are all the principal towns
of this State. Like the ancient bay-
tree they thrive and flourish exceed-
ingly. Their votaries are drawn from
all classes and conditions of people;
none is so great as not to do them

s the pur-

only a-

homage.
We have these

“‘scientists’’  of all

shades of charlatanry. We have the
palmist, and the futurist and the
mind reader; we have the physignom-
ist, and the necromancer, and those
who read our destiny in the
There is no end to them, nor to the
variety of their ways. They prolfess
to tell of things p
to come; of our prospects,
our final end. By a shuffle uof the
cards they can tell the “‘fair’’ girl
what the ‘‘dark’’ man thinke of her;
and the ‘“‘dark’ girl is flattered and
““covers the palm’’ with the
piece of silver, and goes home hap-

stars.

and

5L, present,
and of

usual

py. They inform the blushing vic-
tim, fresh from Wokemup or
hingle, that all their future is
them—that they will
grow rich, live happy, and cie of old
age; and like the ‘‘fair”’ girl those
people also will go away and fcel
happy, and build castles in the air;
and neglect to feed the pigs and milk
the cows, as héretofore. And ull the
time those ‘‘mysterious’’ people with
the long hair and the bony fingers
grow rich in idleness and ease. Their
only stock-in-trade is a sad, far a-
way expression of the eyes which is
calculated to impress upon the Yie-
tim the awfulness of the occasion
and the wonderful degree of -
science possessed by the person Le-
hind the screen. An effort has re-
cently been made in Melbourne &nd
Sydney to get rid of this class  of

Jaira-

helore

marry wel,

people, and it is nearly time that
similar steps were taken in this
State also.

Bribery Scandal Follows
Expulsion of Priests.

The ‘‘New York ‘American,”’ pub-
lished last week the following de-
spatch:i—

Paris, May 9.—A widespread scan-
dal is promised as a result of in-
vestigations into the charge of bri-
bery. in connection with the expul-
sion of French religious orders. The
charge is brought against M. Edgar
Combes, son of the President of the
Council. / :

Tt is made in a letter published in
f.h'é <Petit Dauphinols,’’ of Grenobl
‘and reproduced in the ‘‘Figaro’ over
the signature of M. Joseph Besson in

| much the same style as the Jate M.

Zola wrote his famous letter “J'Ac-

Bible’s Place

In Politics.”

‘
(By An Occasional Contributor.)

Under the above heading the To-
ronto ‘“Sunday World,” of May 10th,
pulflishes a lengthy and rambling ar-
ticle—delightiully written and  de-
lightfully vague—to establish the
place that thesHoly Scriptures have
in the political moulding of human
aflfairs., contemporary ap-
proacheés the theme with a long re-
citation of the history
propagation, dividing the world into
two those to
B\ll)le was a heritage, and the heath-
en who worshipped ialse gods. Then
he brings with the
Mahometan problemn and «uotes Car-
lyle, as follows:—

““A greater number of God's
atures believe jn Mahomets word at

Our

of religious

classes, whom  the

us face to face

cre-

this hour than in any other word
whatever. ~Are we to suppose that
-

it was a miserable piece of spiritual

legerdemain, this which so many
creatures of the Almighty have ljived
by and died by? I, for my part, can
not form any such supposition 1
will believe most things sooner than
that.”” And again—'‘a
found =« Why, a false
¢an not build a brick house! If he

truly the

false man

religion! man
do not know and follow
properties of mortar, burnt clay and

what else he it is no house

works in

he makes, but a rubbish heap. It
will not stand for 12 centuries, to
lodge 380 millions it will fall

straightaway.”

So far we have nothing about the
Bible and politics: but
Carlyle was a great

this is inter-

esting readin
is intended

writer, and obably, it
to serve some purpose. Fond of Car-
lyle, as an authority upon Bible-

and-politics, he guotes him again to

this effect:—

‘“No Christians since the early
ages or only perhaps the English
Puritans in modern times, have ever

stood by their faith as the Moslems
do by theirs—believing it wholly
fronting time with It,  and eternity

with it.”’

We might here take issue with both
Carlyle and the author of the arti-
cle before us; but experience has
taught us that Carlyle is so eynical

assertions must be

that his serious

taken with ‘“‘a gram of salt,”” while
present evidence shows that the
«world's’’ writer is simply Deating

the air in an attempt to grasp the
subject with which he launched forth,
but which immediately seems to have
escaped him.

In order to explain how it
that so many hundreds of
on earth have not yet accepted the
Bible he says:—

“Yet it is not victorious
nor the eloguence of men, converting
others to the beliefs they hold, which
has chiefly furthered or controlled
that progress. It is the Bible itself

comes
milliong

nations

which is the great missionary and
messenger of Chriét,”’
A nice ﬁg'urc of speech, if a little

bold: but it only demonstrates that
the Bible i a very slow missionary
and messenger, if it has not made
greater progress. Leaving aside all
rhetorical figures, we would like to
know how this misstonary and mes-
senger is going to evangelize and
deliver the message without an in-
terpreter. It is not a living being,
capable of locomotion and expres-
sion; therefore some other mission-
ary, of an auxiliary kind if you like,
must carry it along, and some living
voice must give interpretation to the
words of wisdom sealed up  within
its covers. We Catholics have that
interpreter; he has not. But all this
tells us nothing about the ‘‘Bible’s
place in Politics;”” and that is what
our friend set out to explain.

Finally as we approach the end
of the'article we have the following
sentence flung in:— L

“For the Bible throughout the his-
tory of theworld has been, and still
is—looking at the guestion from the
social and political point of view —
the best foundation of a great pol-
ity. The polity of the Athenians,
it was upon the deep,

upon a polity, the writer gives this
reply:—

‘“We know, at least, that miore,
and more of God's creatures year by

year read the Bible and learn the
teachings of his Son, and we can-
not but believe that the increasing

knowledge in the world of that Look
is part of the great plan, leading
humanity at last, in Bacon’s sphlen-
did phrase, to ‘the Sabaoth and port
of all men’s labors and
tions,” ™’

This is absolutely all that we ave
told in the whole article about that

peregrina-

which we are !urious to know, name-
ly, what is the “Bible’s place in Po-

lities.”” Nothing could bhe wmore
vague. We all know that everything
in the world; Church, Bible, nature,
human races, powers, systems, and
all mutations are simply parts of a
great plan designed by the Creator
for His own purposes and ends —
which are not fully revealed to us

Naturally the Bibde is part of that

great plan, No person is going  to

deny the proposition; but what we

are desirous of knowing is what is

the “Bible's Place in Polities?” That
to tell us

told

is what the writer set out

and that is what lie has not
are curious to hnow
I'hat

enable us to  ini-

us. Besides, we

what he means by politics

knowledge might

agine what Le wanted to tell us,

Lessons and Examples

A MEMORIAL CHAPEL.—The wew

Coleman chapel in  St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, New York, was opened
for inspection last Sunday It is the
most elabbrate of the seven side
chapels of the Cathedrual I'he altar
which cost  $4,000, is reproauced
irom an old Irish abbey. Seven kinds
of marble from seven different coun-
ties were used in the chapel, At the
side o! the altar are two carved

onyx niches in which are marble sta

tues of the two patron =ainrs, St
Brigid and St. James. The chapel
isia memorial gift to the Cathedral
from Francis Coleman and his bro-
ther in memory of their parents
Archbishop Farley  will conseerate
the chapel in June

DRSERVED RECOGNITION.— It

is astonishing how quickly the Cath-

olic  laity forget the obligations
they owe to our religious ordersy
whose members have ministered 1o
the requairements, educationally or
otherwise, of their families. At in-
tervals we note little pa graphs in
our Catholic exchanges which  serve
to illustrate that in some districts
the laity realize the debt of grati-

tude which they in this regard
The

Buffalo says:—

owe

“Catholic Union and Times' of

“The Christian Brothers in  this
city are meeting with great success
in their academy. Ivery parish has

taken an interest in the school and

the Catholic societies have cach en-
The Bro-

erection

dowed it with scholarships
thers are contemplating the
of a handsome structure’ which will
be up-to-date in all respects. It will
be a three-story building of brick
The top floor will be used for¥a hall,
of the

The commencement exercises

academy will Le held in the Alham-

bra on June 23. Bro. Superior Aloy-
sius is popular with all classes
justly so, for his humility and his
education

and

practical ideas on render

him an ideal man for the position he

holds.

STUDY OF RELIGIONS, —Very
Rev. J. R. Slattéry, superior of St.
Joseph’s Society for the Negro Mis-

sigis, with headynarters at St,
Mary’'s Seminary, Baltimore, has
promised Mgr. Denis J. 0O’Connell,

the newly-installed rector of the
Catholic University at Washington,
to establish a chair at the univer-
'sity for the study of religions. This
ie the most important. announcement
coming from the Catholic University
since the installation of Monsignor
O’Connell. 1f unable to give the
needed fund—$50,000—during his life-
time, Father Slattery will make pro-
vision for the amount in his will,
Father Slattery is a native of New
York, where his father, who is a
man of means, resides. He was gra-
duated from Columbia College and
for a time pursued the study of law,

—

ls_ a
Life Worth?

(By An Occasional Contributor.)

The New York Central Railway
Company was sued. for $250,000 by
a Mrs, William Leys, in damages for
the death of her husband. Mr. Leyes
was killed last January in the Park

Avenue tunnel accident. The court,
or rather the jury, awarded her
8100,000 damages. It will be inter-

esting to learn how the jury arrived
at its conglusion, The question na-
What is the life of o

calculated in

turally arises:

man  worth, dollars

and cents? Morally speaking, no es-

timate can be properly fixed; for it
which is

ig_diflicult to measure that

cither a spivitual, or a sentimental
value, by a purcly material stand-
ard. Still it is absolutely wrong to
do, as was done in a recent case in
the United States, when the losy
was of a sentimental character, to

that

ciently

no estimate sufh-

no real estimate be-

say being
high, or
ing possible, it was incumbent on the
jury to aismiss the case—thereby vir-
tually there

loss at all. In the present

holding that wasg  no
instance
the jury secemed to go about the case
in a more matter-of-fact manner,
This was the reasoning:—

which a-

widow of

“In this case, the jury
$100,000 to the

William leys took into consideration

warded

the age, the earning capacity and

the chances of life of her hushand,
But they ended, after all, in a com-

promisey  the full value of the life

thus suddenly extinguishea was too
stupendous. It was proved that Mr.
Leys was making $30,000 a  year,
and that- his income was increasing,
e was in charge of @ large depart-
ment store and was a highly SuUCe-
cessful business man It was 'shown
to the jury that Mr. Leys was 01

vears old at the time he was Kkilled,

and that his father and mother had
to his death at the
Hig

was at least 20

died subsecgent
age of BD and 86 respectively
expectation of life’

years. On this state of facts, the

wigow made what must seem as a
moderate claim, namely, $250,000,
the probable earnings of her hus-

band, had ha lived, for a little more

than eight years. The jury awaraed

her the equivalent of Lis earnings in
three years and four months.”

Now Mr.
twenty or more years, and he might
his busi-

T.eys might have lived
not have lived one month;
ness might have gone on increasing
till he became a millionaire, or it
might have suddenly colapsed and he
have died in poverty. are
the possibilities that speculation is
not one of them—at least speculation
basea on any kind of certainty. Tt is,
therefore, a mere matter of conject-
What is the use in man at-
tempting to measure or proportion-
ate anything upon the ‘‘what might
have been?”’

While we fully recognize the diffi-
culty that a jury, in such a case, has
to meet and overcome, still we are
that no matter what the
derision, it can néver be a positive
one. A child is killed; that child’'s
life can furnish no standard; it has
no record of earning capacities; it,
therefore, would naturally fall into
the category of those whose lives
are valueless, from a pecuniary
standpoint! Yet that life had scarce-
ly been comiericed. That child, in
all human probability, might have
had forty, fifty or sixty years .of
great usefulness ahead of it. Yet, be-
cause it was carried away
any opportunity was afforded = of
gauging its earning powers, are we
to conclude that its life was of no
value to its parents, to the world,
to society? Such would be a  Very
cruel conclusion and a false one.
That child was more important to
its mother than many a man is to
Yis family. The man who 15 a bur-

So many

confident

‘den rather than a support is never.

the loss that a ehild would be— es-

pecially if that child be looked upon .

in the light of all)the possipflities
of life. y :
_ Then, from another, and
Christian point of view, ‘(‘he,
the child is just ‘as impo
‘the soul of a man. !

beiore




