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REGISTERED HORSE WITHOUT ‘A NUMBER.

READER, Glengarry Co., Ont. —*“Will you kindly
tell me if a horse is recogunized as a registered horse
if he has no reqistered number following his name
in his pedi B

[No. If the horseis registered his registration
pumber should follow his name. It is possible that
an animal may be pure-bred and eligible to registry
if the conditions were complied with, but it would
be unwise to breed registered females to him, ex-
&ctin to get the produce istered, as there may

ifficulties in the way of registering the sire
which cannot be cleared away, and in that case the
offspring would be de as the sire and dam
must first be registered before the produce can be.]

PERCENTAGE OF DRESSED TO LIVE WEIGHT.

R. S. T., Eden, Man.:—“ What is a fair average
of dressed beef to 100 lbs. live weight in ordinary
to giood butchers' cattle as com with fanc
cattle such as the prizewinners in the fact sboc{
shows ?™

[Ordinary butchers’ cattle will make from 50 to
55 per cent. to live weight, while fancy
stock will dress about 65% to as high at 707%. It is
here where blood tells. The carcass dressing a large

rcentage of meat to offal can only be got from an
animal with broad, level back, well-sprung ribs, and
deep, wide quarters, and such a conformation can
only result as the produce of well-bred sires. The
flat-sided, peaked-backed, pot-bellied scrub will al-
ways kill out a large percentage of offal, no matter
how skilfully fed.—ED.]

DEHORNING WITH CAUSTIC POTASH.

READER:—“Kindlﬁ inform me through the
FARMER'S ADVOCATE how to apply caustic potash
to a calf’s head in order to prevent the horns from
growing ?” ‘

[As soon as the formation of the horns can be
distinguished, which will be when the calf is five or
six days old, cut the hair from around the young
horn with a pair of scissors. Then wet the little
nob or button and apply the caustic until the parts
become red-raw. sually one application is suffi-
cient if properly done. e cannot, however, u
hold this method of dehorning. When the appli-
cation is too light the horns are only partmgly
destroyed and scurs are liable to grow on one or
both sides, and when too much caustic is applied
the skull is liable to be injured to the extent of
((:lag,‘l;lisin the head to develop in a deformed con-

ition.

SHOWS AND SHOWING.

Canadian Fairs Associations.

The annual meeting of the Canadian Association of Fairs
and Exhibitions was held in Toroanto on February 15th, in the
City Council chamber, Mr. T. W. Wallace, President, in the
chair. There was a attendance of members.

Mr. J. Thomas Murphy, of Simcoe, read a paper on “The
Best Way to Manage an Agricultural Show.” Its recommenda-
tions summarized were as follows :

(1) A board of officers and directors with the one idea of
harmonious action in advancing the interest of the fair.

(2) A Secretary alive to the interests of the society, courte-
ous and obliging, and his work always in hand, and he ever at

his post.
(3) A General Superintendent who has all his work ready,
grounds and buildings tidy and neat, all caretakers and wabc{-
ers at their ts, and the work of the society going on as
steady as cl work.

(C)] Expert{:lsdsee-

(3) A prize list comglet.e in every detail up_to present needs.

(6) No member of the board or superintendents of classes in
any way to communicate with the judges unless applied to by
the ju for information. .

) No favorites, but all treated alike, apd in accordance
with the rules and regulations.

(8) If attractions and entertainments be permitted at all, the
utmost care to be exercised as to morality, etc. Under no cir-
cumstances or consideration fakirs to be allowed access to the
grounds. The Norfolk Union Show, held at Simcoe, Ont., some
years ago, ceased entirely to allow any kind of circus or
mountebank performances, exhibitions or shows, or the selling
of goods, wares or merchandise on the grounds, and ever since
the show has wn in the esteem of the public, success has
crowned the efforts of its promoters, and on no account would
the Society a.?in permit anything of that nature on the
grounds or within the statutory distance of 300 yards.

Mr. G. R. Van Zandt, East York, presented the report of
the auditors. It stated that the balance on hand last year was
$2.45 and this year $36.83.

Mr. James Kirkwood, Osprin%:a. read a paper on ‘ The Ad-
van of a Closed Township Show in Preference to an Un-
limi One.” One advantage, he claimed, was that more
residents of the township would exhibit at a closed fair than

would possibly exhibit in an unlimited show.

Mr. Murphy and other members expressed the opinion that
the Government grant should not be based upon the member-
ship list, but upon the prize list. No society should receive a
grant that did not pay out the amount of the grant in prizes.

Mr. Reith, Grand Valley, thought that the Government
should supply a tabulated statement of every agricultural
society in the Province, giving the amount subscribed and the
amount of gremiums, number of members, etc.

r. H. J. Hill, Manager of the Toronto Industrial Exhibi-
tion, said he was a firm believer in special attractions, con-
ducted on a proper basis.

The following officers were elected : President, J. Thomas
Murphy, of Simcoe (by acclamation); First Vice-President,
James Reith, of Grand Valleg (by acclamation); Second Vice-
President, G. R. Van Zandt, t York (by acclamation);
Secretary-Treasurer, Alexander McFarlane, Otterville (by ac-
clamation). Executive Committee—Dr. Clark, Goderich; F.
Birdsall, Birdsall ; M. McConnell, Cayuga ; James Kirkwood,
Erin; G. Elliott, Peterboro; Robert Crawford, Brampton ;
Samuel McClure, Elder Mills. Auditors-G. W. Fitzgerald, J.
F. Wallace. A

It was decided that in future the annual meeting should be
held, if possible, at a time when similar associations held their
meetings. .

At the evening session a discussion ensued on the advis-
ability of asking the Ontario Government by resolution to so
amend the act governing grants to agricultural and horticul-
tural societies that in cases where it was not shown that the
amount of $300 had been awarded in premiums to_exhibitors
at tre previous year's fair the grant should be withheld. It
was pointed out, however, that the Government obtampd all
the information uired on this subject everf' year, and in the
case of fraudulent fairs the remedy was to call the attention of
the Minister of Agriculture to the particular case or cases, an
he would order an investigation.

MARKETS.
FARM GOSSIP.
Kent Co., Ont.

The past unusually mild Jaunuary has been followed by a
cold wave of two weeks' duration, unprecedented for severity
in the past twenty-five years, the thermometer registering 15 to
18 de{rees below zero for days at a time. -

The ground, being uncovered with snow, has been frozen
to a depth of two and a half to three feet. Wheat looks badly
burnt, especially the late-planted portions, but under favorable
conditions it will likely recover. Grave fears are entertained
that a large percentage of the pitt.e,ime&)omt.o crop is frozen to
the bottom, which has already ca an advance of ten and
fifteen cents per bag.

Rggorts from our peach belt.state peach pi ts de-
stroyed, and it is the opinion of many that our apple crop is in
the same condition.

The one redeeming feature of the *“cold wave” was the
abundance of beautiful ice it m&disossible for all to harvest.

Wheat and beans have both advanced in price—wheat to
70 and 71 cents: beans, 65 to 75 cents per bush. Clover seed is
also a little stronger. ins and millfeeds are lower,
presumably on account of the importations of American
corn that is bought and used by Kastern fecders. Hay is very
cheap—$4 and $5 per ton. Well-wintered cattle is the result,
tarmers,greterring to turn low-priced hay into high-priced
stock rather than market it.

The dressed-hog season is just about closing, with prices
ranging from $1.40 to $4.60 per cwt. One of the many firms in
Chatham has shipped 15,000 hogs, at an average cost of $8,
which makes $120,000 paid our farmers by this one firm. Live-
hog market is active, at about $3.75 per cwt.

During the cold snap butter in prints advanced to 18 and
20 cents per pound ; eggs scarce at 20 cents per dozen ; potatoes,
90 cents bag. Good apples scarce and dear. Several farms
have changed hands in our immediate vicinity quite recently,

at prices mn%ing from $75 to $100 &er acre; and indications
point to a land boom in this fertile farming section as one of
the sureties of the near future. W.A. M.

Oxford County.

We are now nning to breathe freely and get our chil-
blains thawed out after the very severe weather we had in the
fore part of this month. The weather was the most severe
that any one here remembers of experiencln%o—al deﬁrees
below zero. The wheat looks a little brown on top, but if we
do not have too much thawing and freezing it may come out
all right. I have just seen one or two spots anywise killed out.
The latter end of March and first of April is the time that tries
the wheat most severely in our district. We have had very
]itlt;le il;.eighing. and much of the teaming has been done on the
whee!

Live stock are generally doing well. Cattle have eaten
straw very heartily and have gen
bite of hay, as it is abundant, cheap, and . It is only
bringing from $6 to $7. ts are selling at
70c. -silive hogs at 4c. There is much more sj ring plowing to do
this year than usual, and farmers would do well to have
everything in_readiness when the spring opens out. The
harness should be all nicely cleaned and oiled, the seed n
properly cleaned up and , and the manure hauled out
as as possible, and a years wood split and put in the
woodshed ready for the stove. i

Some of our creameries have kept going all winter, and
those who have staogsisd are ma.kimi;prepamﬂons to start in
the beginning or middle of March. Butter will be made until
the.end of April or gerlmps middle of May, and after the cows
are on the grass C eese will be made until fodder feeding
commences in the fall. Most of the butter and cheese factories
have put in a stock of ice. The ice will be used in the cu -
rooms to keep the temperature down in the hot months. e
have had some interesting meetings of the Farmers’ Institutes
in our county, and we believe these are of much benefit to all in-
telligent farmers. The silo was advocated very stronﬂy, and we
understand several of our farmers are seriously contemplati
the building of silos more for supplementary summer f
dairy cows in the dry, hot months in summer than for winter
feeding. The stave or tub silo seems to be most in favor here.
We learned a great deal about silos and ensilage and we believe
we have still a lot to learn, and it would be a great boon if some
of those farmers who have been using ensilage for years
would give us the benefit of gheir experience through the
columns of the ADVOCATE, which is now admitted by all
candid, intelligent farmers to be the best agricultural paper
that we have. D. L.

Feb. 22nd, 1899.

Pork Packing at Brantford.

A largely attended meeting was held in the Court House,
Brantford, Ont., on Saturday, to consider a roposal to establish
a pork-packing factory there. Besides the Mayor of Brantford
and a goodly number of local merchants, the farming com-
munity of Brant County was well represented. Mr. Joseph
Stratford, General Manager of the Farmers' Binder Twine
Co., was appointed chairman. After a lengthy discussion,
those present to form a company for the purpose of

king pork upon the co-operative plan, and appoi ted a
P::ge and representative committee to receive stock and look
for a suitable site for the factory.

Toronto Markets.

The market bids fair to be active this season ; the run of
live stock overflowed into the pig pens in the annex. A fair
supply of cattle, but the storms on the Atlantic have delayed
shipments. This somewhat checked business in export cattle.
Freight rates are the all-absorbing topic, and the question is,
Do the railways discriminate against Canadian shippers in
favor of Chicago cattle and American dressed beef ?

Cattle.—All first-class fat cattle found a ready mar-
ket. Choice export cattle a little firmer, at $4.50 at $4.75 per
cwt. A few picked lots of heavy, choice. well-bred cattle sold
as high as £4.80 to $5 per cwt. r. W. H. Dean bought one load
of shippers, 1,400 1bs. average. at $4.90 per cwt. r. A. Iron-
sides bought the two best loads of exporters on the market at
$4.90 per cwt., average 1,300 1bs. each.

Butchers’ Cattle.—The best finished butchers’ cattle sold at
$4.40 to $4.60. Loads of good cattle sold at prices ranging from

.90 to ﬁeo per cwt. Choice butchers’ cattle sold at $4.10 to
g.zo, weighing 1,100 1bs. to 1,150 Ibs. Mr. Wmn. Levack bought 65
cattle. mixed butchers’ and exporters’, at $3.60 to $4.75 per cwt.
Mr. Wm. Crealock bought two loads of butchers’ cattle for
Montreal at $3.25 to $4.50 per cwt. for choice.

Bulls.—Choice export bulls sold at $3.60 to $4.00 per cwt.,
with an odd one or two extra heavy at $4.20. Lightan medium
sold at $3.25 to $3.50 per cwt.

Stockers.—Buffalo stockers in fair demand at from $3.40 to

75 per cwt. A few heifers in demand at $2.60 to $2.85 per
cwt., weighing not more than 500 1bs. average.

Feeders.—There is always a fair demand for choice feedérs
weighing from 1,100 1bs. to 1,150 1bs. They are worth from $3.80
to $4.00 per cwt. .

Sheep.—There were about 450 sheep delivered, selling at
$3.25 to $3.50 ; bucks at $2.75 to $3. )

Lambs.—Yearling lambs were in good supply, for which
there is alwaysa constant demand, selling at $4.50, while a few
choice barnyard lambs brought $4.60 per cwt.

Calves.—About 20 calves on offer; sold from $3 to $7 per
head. Choice heavy veals of good quality are worth $5 per
cwt. Scarce and wanted.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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Chatty Stock Letter from Chicago.
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