June 20, 1918,

Letters to the Editor

Machinery and Depopulation
E DITOR Farm .and Dairy: I noticed

in your issue of May 23rd that
you ask the question: “What do
Our Folks think of it,” in reference
to “The Machinery Age, 1 en-
deavor to explain what I think of it

Machinery is beneficial to accom-
plish any task that canmot be done
by human labor, or where there is n
scarcity of labor, but where there is
abundance of labor, to displace that
labor and drive the labor futo other
callings that are already overcrowded,
y.wm the standard of living of the
laborer in every calling, and in the
end muet defeat itself, for if ma-
chinery reduces the cost of produc-
tion it at the same time reduces the
abllity of the people to buy the arti-
cle at the reduced price; for the man
out of work has but little to buy of
anything, and the more machinery the
more idle meén I know the old argu-
ment is, Jook at the numbers em.
ployed making the machinery. True,
a number are o employed, but what
is the number so employed, say In a
factory such as Massey-Harris, com-
pared to the number that their ma-
chines displace on the farms and in
the villages? In proof of this, is not
the rural population in all pasts of
Europe and America fast leaving the
country for the cities?

Of tourse I do mot think that the
making of machinery can ever be
stopped, but 1 do think that machin.
ery is the main reason for the spread
of the noclnlh\nc‘ ideas. And the time
will come when the people will have
to own the machinery or get off the
earth. I would say to the question,
if machinery makes a small class of
jmmense estate owners and drives
ewall holders off the land, it then
becomes a positive curse, and there
a proof of it in Seotland at this
e in the loss of soldiers from

where the people have been

oy,

-enlth sccumulates and men

7 4 Parkin, Wualnx Ont.

Farm Drawbacks

DITOR, Farm and Dalry, — It
makes me feel very hopeful, ln
say the least of it, when I rea

such romarks from Lord nnnuuy
a3 the following.

Farming should be made so profit-
able by educatiomal and financial aid,
and the social conditions of rural life
thould be so improved, that thousands
of men with natural inclinations that
way, will be -attracted to agriculture
and will succeed at it."

Who is to give us the finr.acial ald?
10 any man more than another is finan-
clally fleaced, it s the farmer. For
Instance, If he buys & farn he has to
pay high taxes for his money Invested.
The capitalist can loan the same
amount of money and not pay a cent
of taxes on it, but instead, he recelves
high interest on his momey. If roads
are to be opened and maintained, it
comes out of the farmer. If bridges
are 1o he built, it comes out of the
farmor, while the moneyed man can
travel and use the railroads 'mlt
paying & cent, and the
dooss’t own & ﬁwxoﬂndcudotn
same

It implements are to be bought, we
aro held up by high prices charged by
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high board. No, it Is vice versa, When
the farmer needs an outfit of clothes,
ete, can he go with his load of pota-
toes or hay to the merchant and ex-
change? No, he is tied up to the
speculator or middleman, who takes
the lion's share. Talk and write es-
says on how to keep the boys on tho
farm! You might as well try to make
an impression on the moon by nhoolln:
bofled peas at it. The boy says, “No
thanks—I won’t rise at daylight and
do necessary chores, milk cows, feed
calves and pigs, then follow the plow
all the day and do the evening chores
after dark,” when he sees the city
boy dressed up with collar and tie,
and who does not need to begin work
till seven or eight a.m., and stops at 6
pmi. After supper the city boy can
enjoy amy amusement that goes on,
‘while the country boy says, “I'm too
tired to enjoy any sport.”

Although I am & farmer and a father
of six sons, I don't encourage omno of
them to become a farmer, but to try
with all their might to succeed at a
more remunerative occupation. All
honor to Lord Shaughnessy for his
suggestion to emancipate the farmer's
condition. When it materializes, you
will not see any more essays onuned‘:
“How (o keep the boys on the farm.'
«~J. M. Munro, Thunder Bay District,
Ont.

Mr. Archibald's Figures

DITOR Farm and Dairy,—In Bul-
E letin 21, Mr. B 8. Archibald,
Dominfon  Animal Husband-
man, endeavors to discuss “What
Profit per Cow?” and by crediting
the manure twice, onve as “chemical
value §22.60," and again as “humus
value $22.60," or a total for manure
of $45, and §6 for a calf, wmgk-
ing $50 In addition to the milk
products, he is able to show
fit. Crediting the cow
with $45 for her manure is ridiculous.
Manure has no market value; its
value is problematical. 1 know of
hundreds of farmers in the West
(and some few In the BHast) who
would not give a sou for the cow's
manure. Can Mr. Archibald, or any
other dairymen, sell or exchange the
manure for cow feed? Many milk
men near the city place no value at
all on the manure. Then, again, he
bas no warranty in crediting the cow
with §6 for the grade calf. If the
calf has to be fed on the cow's milk
for three weeks, and vealed, there is
little profit in the calf. If the calf is
given the dam’s milk and reared, the
cost of the calf is about_equal to the
value of the milk, perhaps more.
And §562.21 for cost of feed for a
Whole year. Tt Is such statements as
these issued broadcast that keep
down the price of milk and Its pro
Why, it's costing me 45 to 48
cents a day to feed my dalry cows
these last six months, and the ration
18 not as costly and nourishing as it
should be. 1 feed only nine’ pounds
of mixed meal, but that nine pounds
costs 81 cents. The balance is made
up In costs of roots and hay. Like
all other dairymen, I am, of course,
working at a loss In labor Income,
interest and depreciation. How do
dalrymen exist In working In this
way at a loss? Simply by doing the
work themselves for nothing, getting
no fiaterest on investment, no de-
preciation allowance, and by growing
most of the feed ‘Instead of purchas-
ing It. In many cases our Experl-
nanul Farms are doing more harm
nod, and this is . ocase in point.
=J. A. H, Kings Co, P. B. I

“You l-l‘t dissipate, do you?
asked

government,

Why shoud they be m any

more than the #

of the
little, nﬂo&hﬂ-gnu'hwu
2bout to take an examination for lite
fnsurance. “_ou're mot a fast Mver

umloqnln-a-uln an or anything of that sort, are you?"

compared to the elty When The litle man hesitated a moment,
ehildren try for the entrance dooked a bit £ri and then piped
thons, do the city children come to the out: “Well, I sometimes chew o
Sountry schools and pay train fare and  Mttle gum.”
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CREAM SEPARATOR
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right now

These are the days of the full milk pail.
Bd‘mmm‘hgetuhngwltbaa any cream

or half-worn-out machine,

skiaming milk must go.

(hm.mlymmthemaumyonlon.

And no farmer can afford to lose even a little cream
when butter-fat is selling at from 40 to 50 cents a pound.

Widiw.tnmtmandwreounuy
begging us to stop waste, “cream slacker” methods of

Get a De Laval right away and pet all the cream
in the cream can.

Order your Do Laval now and let it
wway. Remember that & De Laval may

s

MONTREAL PETERBORO
50,000 BRANCHES AND LOCAL
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be for cash or on such

bought
libersd terme —---m.d. See the local De Laval agemt, or,
# you don't know kim, write to the nearest De Laval

WINNIPEG VANCOUVER
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No matter how fast it comes, the
most unruly animal can’t break
through a Peerless Perfiction Farm
=it springs back into shape.
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