LOYALTY

VFO an old and great nation scarcely anything can happen

which is entirely new. If England has, on the whole,
enjoyed an unmatched prosperity, she has also known in her
long history many defeats, some disgrace, and every kind of
sorrow ; and her life is to-day the richer for al’ that she has
suffered and redeemed. Among her sorrows she has mourned
more than once the death of a great queen. Five hundred years
ago it was recorded “how Queen Philippa of England passed
out of this mortal life,” and the words have appealed to no
generation more deeply than they do to us to-day. “There
fell in England a heavy case and a common ; howbeit it was
right piteous for the king, his children, and all his realm; for
the good Queen of England, that so many good deeds had
done in her time, and so many knights succoured, and ladies
and damosels comforted, and had so largely departed of her
goods to her people, she fell sick in the castle of Windsor; the
which sickness continued on her so long that there was no
remedy but death.”

Of that queen, too, as of her descendant, it was possible to
speak such words by no mere courtesy, but in simple truth.
Of her character we are told that she was “wise, humble,
pious, liberal and courteous, decked and adorned in her time
with all noble virtues, beloved of God and of mankind ; and so
long as she lived the kingdom of England had favour, pros-

perity, honour, and every sort of good fortune.” And the
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