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When once we come really to know God, we know 
Him aa love. Then, knowing that everything 
comes to us from Him, though we be in a desert- 
no matter where or what the circumstances—we 
interpret all by His love. I may be called on to 
pass through pain, and sorrow, and trial, as part of 
His discipline; but everything that comes from 
God, comes from a source and spring in which l • 
have confidence. I look through the circumstances 
to Him, and nothing can separate me from His love.

Where God is but little known, and where there 
is not therefore confidence in His love, there will 
bo repining at circumstances, and murmuring, and 
rebellion. In such a case the sense of “ having to • 
do” with God will cause more fear than gladness. * 
St. John says, “Wo have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love dwclleth in God, and God in him.”

Is it not quite true that we often stop, practically, 
at the circumstances in which we find ourselves 
placed, and consider only our own feelings and 
judgment about them? Mow this is a proof that 
our souls are not living in the fulness of communion 
with God. That with which we should be occupied 
is not the circumstances, but what God intends by 
them.

Conscience must be in exercise as well; for it is 
equally true that in our consciences we “ have to 
do” with God. This is very profitable, though not 
so pleasant. “All things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of Him with whom We have to do."
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