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packed meeting of Mr D. I" Moody's;
and hundreds of a faces were turned
in the direction of the mother. But the

evan, tho compelled to stop,
dtk‘:e inclilglnt with such good hl‘:-

mor and kindness as to wia the favor of a
not altog friendly ity more
than he could have done by any address,
however eloquent. How much did Jesus
t‘l:. bntbe way in which He dealt with
t! terruption! He captured the
heart of childhood, which has ever since
been devoted to Him; and He captured
the heart of motherholod as well In
ev century since, the proportion of
uhiﬁen among His disciples has been a
large one; and from among those who
have loved Him in their childhood have
come the majority of those who havecon-
fessed and served Him in manhood and
womanhood. Well may children and
women love Christ for this saying; be-
cause it has been fighting their battle in
all the centuries and winning for them
attention and veneration, jenun took
out of the hands of the apostles the weapon
with which they had attacked the chil-
dren and turned it against themselves,
convicting them of being of a different
spirit from himself. BSo far from His
cause having nothing to do with the chil-
dren, it belonged to them; and mature
men and women were fit for it only in so
far as they still remained children—'‘for
of such is the kingdom of heaven.” This
was an old lesson, which the disciples had
been impressively taught before (18:3);
but now it was repeated in circumstances
not likely to allow it to be forgotten.

A Lesson of Contentment.—Perhaps
there is no character in the Gospels about
whom such divergence of opinion has
taken among expositors as the hero
of the second incident. Some have con-
demned him with great severity as a
brisk talker, with a very good opinion of
himself but a very inadequate conception
of the law of God. Jesus, it is thought
by such, was not mllr answering his
question when He told him to keep the
commandments, or even when He ordered
him to sell his jons, but only
seeking for a vulnerable place in his con-
science; and they point to the sharp way
in which He caught him up for address-
ing Him as ‘‘good,” or asked about
g " as the Revised Version
makes him do in Matthew; as if he had
said, ‘‘ Why askest thou about the good?”
or ““Why callest thou me good? God
is the only good; and, therefore, his
laws are the way of life.” On theother
hand, some have looked on this youngman
as the type of an anxious inquirer. His
question, these say, was almost identical
with the question ““What must 1 do to
be saved?”’ and, although his sense of the
law was imperfect, he was unsatisfied
with his tual condition and asked,
“‘What 1 yet?” They point with
triumph to the fact that Jesus ‘‘loved”
him; and some of them have gone so far
as to express the hope that, after con-
sideration, he may have returned to tflu

Kuthe P ilities of discip
is, however, is going too far; for the
very point of the lesson drawn by Jesus
from the incident lies in the fact that one
in so many respects eligible, should never-
theless have been kept back by his great
‘When this reflection startled
the, disciples, he reitsrated it in the strong-

est terms, By the alteration of a single
letter in the Greek, ‘‘camel” would
come ‘‘cable”; or, if camei be retained,

the eye of a e may mean the little
side-gate in a town-wall, instead of.the

te thro which the camels
proverb does not

the consternation with whicl
e ot §7s emsuce the Fioh |
it L
Hok.m' Scotland.

Matthew 19:1-2, 13-26,

Golden Text: Jesus said, Suffer the
little children, and forbid them not, to
come unto me: for to such belongeth
the kingdom of heaven,

PRAYER.

We thank Thee, O Lord, that we do
know that Thou are good, and plenteous
in mm‘, and ready to hear all that call
upon . Give ear unto our prayer,
O Lord; grant that it may be such as
Thou canst give ear to and answer,
Breathe into our hearts desires after the

ighest good, and weaken in us all in-
clinations or longings for lesser and
lower things. We bless Thee for fellow-
ship with Thyself, and that we can draw
near to Thee, not nnly to petition, but to
behold and to receive. And we pray
Thee to help us now, not only to bring to
Thee our need, but that our minds and
hearts may be filled and blessed by the
thoughts which are only too unfamiliar
to us of Thyself in all Thy gracious great-
ness, in all Thy strong sweetness and
sufficiency. Amen,

MY FEEBLE LIFE.

1 have no wit, no words, no tears;
My heart within me like a stone

Is numbed too much for hopes or fears;
Look right, look left, I dwell alone;

1 lift mine eyes, but dimmed with grief
No everlasting hills 1 see;

My life is in the falling leaf:

0 Jesus, quicken me.

My life is like a faded leaf,

My harvest dwindled to a husk;
Truly, my life is void and brief,

And tedious in the barren dusk;
My life is like a frozen thing,

No bud nor nness can I see;
Yet rise it shall—the sap of spring;

O Jesus, rise in me.

My life is like a broken bowl,
A broken bowl that cannot hold
One drop of water for my soul,
Or cordial in the searching cold.
Cast in the fire the perished fhing,
Melt and remold it, till it be
A royal cup for Him, my King;
O Jesus, drink of me.
—Christina G. Rossetti.

THE PEACE OF GOD,

As the apostle meant it, there is a
graci b in his to
the Philippians that the peace of God
which ‘:sueth all understanding, should
keep their hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus (Phil. 4. 7). This peace is
known truly as an experience. As a
theory it does not satisfy the mind or the
heart; but whoso hath felt it catches the
spirit of the apostle’s exhortation and re-
joices in the conviction that ‘‘neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
ties, nor powers, nor lh’u)f‘u present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This love
and this peace are inseparable: what
God hath thus joined together cannot be
put asunder in any soul.—O, P. Fit

WHAT GRETA COULD DO,

.
Greta was only six years old and very

small for her age. n she came into

the Sunday school she wished very much

to do something for Jesus .‘‘Only I'm

so little,” she sighed, ‘‘and there isn't

.nythin?. not a nnale thing I can do.”
‘Tut!”

said grandfather, who had over-

““Who opens my paper and finds

.my § les and brings my book from
the il table?”

“And who puts the ribbon in my cap
and gives puss her saucer of milk and
teaches hez to play so nicely with a string?’
added liqother,

W hu:‘llmt little girl that carries my
lliprun and rolls my chair us nearer the
fire?” asked father, his eyes

““1 know b “{ who can do
as nicely as anyone,” said mother. Then
%M ‘elh told wh:ithubo knew, and

reta’s eyes beamed with delight.

o little task that we do willing-
ly makes the Lord Jesus glad in heaven,”
féx:hnd ather, patting Greta’s

wi 1
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CHRIST OUR FRIEND.*

'v Robert E. Speer.

Friendship is the unselfish will to serve.
A friend is one who has this will. No
one ever was such a friend as Christ,
Paul tells us in the first verses of the
second chapter of the Epistle to the
I’hilig:)innu how far-reaching Christ's
friendship was. There was no sacrifice
too great for it. He laid aside His king-
ship. In some wonderful way He em-
ptied himself of His rights in God, that He
might come down to them and serve
them. He was the greatest friend hu-
manity ever had. He did not only feel

for it; He worked and died for it.
Friendship stops at nothing but false-
A friend is one who will meet and
bear anything for others. Christ was
such a friend. He entered humanity.
It must have been as a charnel-house to
His pure soul. It was full of hate and
lust and sin, All about him, as He went
to and fro on earth, He saw what was
Hant and shameful. Men showed

Him their worst. What He saw was
enough to have convinced any one else
that humanity was not worth saving.
But it did not convince Him, He was a
friend, and therefore He loved the mo
the more He saw the need of love.

Friendship sees the good that does not
exist, but that love can create. A friend
is one who believes and whose belief
makes the impossible ible. This
was Christ. ‘‘Simon,” He said, ‘‘Thou
art. Thou shalt be.” He saw in the
fickle fisherman the possibility of the
steadfast Apostle. Simon did not see
rit. dl was ::: th(‘aim. th Christ;uv it,
itend tat produced it. in and again
His love detected non—equ:!l:nt beautes
and created them. Love believeth all
things. Christ’s love believes in us when
we are utterly unworthy and unreliable,
and that is our first ray of hope. We
believe that He can do anything, and He
believes that He can do somet! with
us, Such a friend is the maker of a new
character in us.

Friendship never breaks or dies. 'He
was my friend once, but not now,” we
say of this or ) or that one, So? Never

in the world, If He ever was, He is.

The friendship of Christ was to the end
and the uttermost. It is so still. We
may have grieved Him mueh nd often.
We surely have. But that 1+ ot made
Him less a friend. He is the  still just
where He was, His is the love that will
not let us go. It is so because His love
is not mlﬁ-believe or imitation, but

.love. No love decays. All the waters
mn‘?‘v quench it. It is stronger than all
ths.

How do we treat such a friendship as
this? As we ought, or as we treat no
other friend?

“‘ Lord, make me oo{ and tender to offend,
In friendship first, I think, if that agree
Which I intend,
Unto my friend’s intent and end
1 would not use a friend as I use Thee.

“If an; wuchmy!ripndorhisﬁoodmm,
Itis my honor and my love to free
{“lblll'ﬂd fame
From the least spot or thought of blame,
1 could not use a friend as I use Thee.

““When that my friend pretendeth to a

1 quit my interest and leave it free;
e et Lt T I Gl
ues for m, t! i 2
Nor would IL a friend as I use Thee.”

DAILY BIBLE READINGS.
M.—True friendship (Deut. 13:6; Prov.
17:17; lﬂ:ﬂ{
T.—Two friends (I Sam. 18:1-5; Prov,
27:9, 19).
—The sinner’s Friend (Luke 7:31-43).
T.—A Friend in need (John 11:1-3, 36~

44),
F—A :y;)nplthndc Friend (Heb. 2:14-18;
8.—A Friend at court (Zech. 3:1-7),
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(Consecration Meeting.)




