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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.

LITERARY WORK IN SHANGHAI*

Shanghai is the lite , as well as the
missionary and commercial centre ol
China.  As London is the producing and
publishing source of the books whicl
ifuence England and all Enghish-spe
ing lands, so books prepared and issued
in Shanghai veach all China, and indecd
the Chinese, in whatever land they dwell.
God gave us the printing press and steam
to multiply ‘he human voice in ils pro-
chimation of the good news,  China is so
large and populous, that every agency
must be used in the tremendous task o
letting all the Chinese hear the gospel.
Moreover, when won to Christ, the Clin-
esee Christians must be fed and built up
with  headthy  literature, like  Christian:
everywhere else in the world; henee the
necd of suitable books and papers; both
for the heathen and for the growing
Christian community.

There i< an immense  opportunity m
na for the dissemination of good hite

e, i, J. G Gibson estimites that
there are 11250000 m nd 1,125,000
women in who ean rvead.  Until
very lately 760,000 candidates every two
years tricd for their AL degres while
every three years 190000 BACs tred
to get their M.A. Besides these, another
willion of students tried their matricula
tion examination in various matriculation
centres,  In all the universities of
cpe together there are less than llunm
men. sut the opportunity in China s
pow the greater, because the government
has recently abolished all these examin
tions and has said that it would substitute
modern schools,  Some of these will have
to be of monstrous size to accommodate
the erowds which will rush for admission;
for in China all offices are given only to
those who pass very high in their exam-
inations, 1 there are L00 read
ers now, how many will there be twenty
vears henee, when China starts schools
cverywhere?

The recent change has produced a ervisis
i the history of the nation,  The whole
country has turned its back en the old
system, which really bound them to the
past, steeling their hearts against  all
things new, including, of course, the new
religion  which  we  bring  them, Now
their minds will be free to take in every
thing new that comes along,  How 1n
It it that they should be filled with
what is true and oselal, ve Raban 19
troduces what will « and destroy !

Up il IS8T there Tract So-
cieties in China, publications,
canses,

«

had I
but their
through lack of funds and other
were confined to expositions of the gospel,

They provided nothing for the general
reader about the workl in which we hve.
They simply printed t s, which weee
purely and wholly evangelistie,  In 18N
the Jate Dr. Williamson, Neotland,
saw that China, a great lite nation,
wonld eagerly read history and  science,
when (In-\ wonld not read anything du-
cetly v\.\w-vlh!u'. In this way their pre-
judice might be disarmed, and often they
could be reached indireetly by the gospel.
He therefore founded the S v for the
Diffusion of Christian and General Know-
Jedge among the Chinese, (8.1.K.) which
was pledged to print all Kinds of hterature
provided it was based on Christian prin
ciples,

After D Witliarson's
Timothy Richard was asked to take the
leadership,  Associated with him are fon>
others,  These five are all supported by
virions  missionary  organizations,

Rev. Donald Mactiilliveay s the repre-
centative of the Preshyterian Church m
Canada, whieli provides for his suppori.

From 1588 to 1800 Mr. MacGillivray  was
a member of our Honan mission stail,
but since the latter date Iu‘ has been per-
witted by the 1% mmittec
of our church to give himself to literary
work, e has translited into Chinese
more than a dozen important  hooks,
including Bushnell's Character of Jesus:
Bruce's, The Kingdom of God; The Life
v ———

“Monthly Topie, June 24, by Rev, Don-

ald MacGillvray, B, Shangha,

death,  Dr.

' 5

of Dwight 1. Moody; and Andrew Mur-
ray's The Spirit of Christ, and is now
ongaged in translating 8. D,  Gordon's
popular books on Prayer and Power. Be-
sides this work of translating, Mr, Mac-
Gilliveay has written a book on the Holy
Kpirit, of which 300 copies were ordered
at one time by one Mission.  The other
members of the translatimg staff are:—
Rev. Dr, Y. J. Allen, of the Methodist
Episcopal Chureh (Southy in th
States; Rev. W, A, Cornaby,
Wesleyan Mission; and Rev. W
Church Missionary Society.

The society has home auxiliavies, which
taise money to pay rent of office, print
ing of pooks, hire of Chinese assistanis

Gilbert

and  general  runming  expenses,  Mer-
its and  missionaries of  Chi s
money,  The salaries of the transla

o including the rent of houses, is paid
vy the various organizations who  lend
the men for this literary work,  The
hocks bring in some revenue, but that in
the meantime is very little. Large pro-
fits cannot be made if the books are to
have a wide civeulation,  Since its begin-
ning in IS8T the SLK. printed abowt
180,000,000 pages, most of which ha
gone forth on their holy errand of enlig
mwent,  These pages, divided among the
375,000 readers, would give each abont
fourteen pages, not a very eral supply.
Much more remains to be done,

What is the fruit of all th
Missionaries have preached and
healed,

heoks

things?
doctors
and schools have been taught, and
have been  seattered —these  and
other great influences have been steadily
The good seed has been sown
has been the expeeted harvest.
over 150,000 Christians i
a little flock, but it is the Father's
good pleasure to give them the kingdom,
and thousands will =oon enter into it. A
whole nation has been roused from the
sleep of ages, and is shaking herself from
the shackles of a dead past,  These arve
wonders which God hath wrought, so
great that we can not take them in, any
mcre than we can really take in the vast
figures of the distances of the stars from
the earth in astronomy.

We are looking forward to the sta
of new schools all over China,  Instead
of only 12,000,000 who ecan read and
write, we hope to live to see the time
when there will be 268,000,000, When
that time comes, our present efforts will
peemn insignitusant in comparison  with
what those now growing up in Christian
lands will be doing to provide these vast
millions with the bread of life,

THE CAPE TO CAIRO TELEGRAPH.

A writer in the Glasgow Herald states
the line has now reachsd Ujiji, on the

eastern shore of Lake Tanganyika. Con
struetion work is ¢ s~cnded, while the
route northward is carefully surveyed and
the sections of the lLine erectud are got
into working order. Trom a purely com-

mercial point the line is fully coming
to, if not exceeding, the expectations con-
cerning it. The engin , bowever, foee
a difficulty in their prepuation for
ing it forward from Ujiji, the country
for nearly 100 miles through which the
line would have (o nisse being v
swampy and unfit for the ereetion of a
h pole. It was at first though:
e detour would have to he made in
order to escape thie region, but other
counsels have preva'cd, and a much more
daving experiment s likoy to be tried.
This isthe installation of the Marconi
system  of wireless telogrs i
to bridge over this belt. This combina-
tion of an African jungle swamp with the
latest trinmph of » Lifie discovery Qs
only another instance of the onward
march of civilization,
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