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pulpit, science, and the State all have taken
notice of these modern phenomena, though
with widely differing attitudes.

That matrimony is changing cannot be
questioned or denied. The main change is
that woman is entering more and more as
an equal partner whose rights the modern
law recognizes as the ancient law did not.
She is no longer to be classed as exemplified
by the famous words of Petruchio, when he
claimed his wife, the erstwhile shrew, as his
property in exactly the same sense as any
domestic animal, linking the wife with the
horse, the cow, the ass, as the chattels of the
man. The law agreed to this attitude of the
man, the Church supported it; woman,
strangely enough, seemed to glory in it.

With the rise of woman into the status of a
human being (a revolution not yet accom-
plished in entirety) the property relationship
weakened but lingers very strongly as a
tradition that molds the lives of husband and
wife. Women are still held more rigidly to
their duties as wives than men to their duties
as husbands, and the will of the husband still
rules in the major affairs of life, even though
in a thousand details the wife rules. Theoret-




