
wljiel), as well from tliodillicultieB oftmvellinjrjw from tlieir

actual extent, wore i)rncticiilly in.sunuouiitiil.le ;—of the tlav

whoii tho whole of this vnst Uoniiiiioi!, s<> far ih it was
known and explored, was under tho Kpiritniii .irnidance of a
single Bishop with his handful of clor<jry sprinkled here and
there over its wide extent, with no opportunities for foilow-
coiuiHelling, with hut little for fellow-syni()uihy ;^:ive in the
noces'sarily infrequent visitjitions of their Bishop. All honour
then to those nulde niiijsionaries who thus in r.liuost. exile
iii certain sol ituri nets, lirst planted the precious seeJa of tho
church's teaching and syt^tem in oui- eoiiiiirv. And J

mei)lio!i their lot only to hring into stronger, con irast our
own niiM'e favoured position. With sub divided and isinaller

diucesvs, with tlu! wonderfully increased opportunities
which these hii^t iihy years have brought, of jjcr..,,nid arid

epistolary coninuniication, we have further what onrfathejs
must have »i\o.n ;on;.;ed lor in vain, those occasions for
meeting together, for taking coinisei, f..r gaining and im-
parting sytnpathy, which so strengthen the wearied worker
andeupplysuchrcnewedinterest and effort in hiaholy labour.

But somerJiii^g more is yearned for which these verj-

gatherings, I lefer to our Synod and Church Society
meetings fuil to ^nj.ply, although they aid in suggesting its

possibility. Thi-se latter, mainly conliued to the di^^ensnion

of the temporal and pecuniary needs of the church, natu-
rally fail to meet the higher spiritual longings and strivings

which should over manifest themselves to the earnest and
zealous minister, and which are in a way the truest index of
the reality and success of his ministrations. To afford oppor-
tunity for tho satisfying of these, something less secular, if I
may use the word, sometJiiiig more spiritual than the Synod
or Church Society meeting, is desired. They call for some-


