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»n the garrison should be in order of battle at ten at night,
all observing a profound silence, without the least clashing of
arms or other noise, and be in readiness to march. He
ordered M. le Borgne, an officer in the colonial troops, to
remain on the island with a detachment of forty men, to keep
up a smart fire from our battery, which consisted of seven or
eight pieces of cannon, during the time we were employed in
passing the river, in order to hinder the English from hearing
us in our operations, and to continue firing whilst ammunition
lasted, and to conceal our retreat as long as it was possible to
do so.

We began to cross the river in two lighters, with some small
boats, about ten at night. They plied continually to and fro
until midnight, when all had crossed the river without the
enemy perceiving or even suspecting our operation, although
so near to us were their posts on their left that we heard

' distmctly their voices. All was executed without the least
noise, disorder, or confusion-a rare occurrence on such an
occasion. Le Borgne acted well, and at the same time
economized his ammunition so well that he had wherewith
to fire upon the English at intervals until one in the morning
Imagining us then to be near Montreal, he hoisted the white
flag to capitulate, and the English, not having the smallest
notion of our retreat, granted him immediately very honorable
terms. We had eighty men killed or wounded durinc. the
siege-a very inconsiderable loss for a cannonade of sixteen
days' duration, from five batteries, besides a bomb battery
without an instant's intermission. Had it been a stony instead
of a sandy ground, we must have lost above one-half of the
garrison, and could not have resisted so long.

So soon as every one had passed the river, we set out for
Montreal, crossing through the woods, which, in a straight
line, IS only eight leagues from Isle aux Noix, always half
running one after the other, after having marched in this
manner, from midnigh.t until twelve at noon,over fens, swamps,
mosses, p ^ sinking often up to the waist in marshy ground,
without r.,..3ingor halting one minute. InsteaS of being


