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succourg from being thrown into Stirling Caatle He
then dosputchod Jainos of Douglu-s, and Sir Robert
Keith, the Mtireschal of tho Scottish army, in order
that they might Kurvcy, as nearly as tliey oould,
the English force, which was now approaching from
Falkirk. They returne<l with information, that tho
approach of that vast host was cnc of iho most
beautiful and terrible sights which could bo sotn—
that tho whole country seemed cover< d witli men-
at-arms on horse und foot— that the number of
standards, banners, and pennons (all flags of ditKrent
kinds) made so gallant a show, that the bravest and
most numerous host in Christendom might bo alarmed
to see King Edward moving agahist th< ni

It was upon the 2ord of Juno (lull) th. Kii r
of ScotUvnd hoard tho news, that the I*In^'lish army
wore approaching Stirling. Ho drew out'^his a my,
therefore, in the ..rder which ho ha 1 before resolved
on. After a shi.rt time, Bruce, who was looking out
anxiously for the tnemy, saw a body of English
cavalry tryuig to got into Stirling from th<> eastward.
This was tho Lo'd ClilTord, who, with a chosen
body of SOU horse, uud been detached to relievo the
castlo.

"See, Randolph," said the King to his nephew,
"there is a rose fallen from your chaplet." By this
he meant, that Randolph had lost some honour,
by suffering the enemy to pass where lie had been
stationed to hinder them. Randolph made no reply,
but rushed against Clitlord with little more than half
his number. Tho Scots were on foot. The English
turned to charge them vith their lances, and Randolph
drew up his men in ('i,)sc order to receive tho onset.
He seemed to be in > nuich danger, that Douulns
asked leave of the Km^ to go and assist him. The
King refused him permission.

"Let Randolph," ho said, redeem his own fault;
I cannot break the order of battle for his sake."


