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For all these yancd swarms had gathered from three pointsof the compass for the purpose of pushing on to the gold dis-covenes of the Black Hills. They had ri^hed eagerly o tl 3extremes point-and stopped. As far as the borde^r of thegreat wilderness it was possible to journey individually

plished alone. Trained scouts and plainsmen there became
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Their reasons were simple and cogent. Throughout all ofthe previous winter unusual snows had covered the pastura-eto such a depth that much of the range stock, on whi h ?he
plainsman relied to draw his heavy " schooners." had died ofcold and exhaustion, while of the survivors but an insi^nidcant remnant was fit to travel. After causing this damage
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'^f'' '^'P^'^^y ^^ the Bad Landswhere, m the deeper guhes, they must have been quite washedout. As an incidental climax, piled on top to make -ood
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-11 t^efcioux the O^allalas are the worst.
Nobody gave a thought to the Ogallalas. That was part of

^^hP""'-!!
?"^ ^ y^?^ "^"" ^^^^^ '''' that those emaciated

cattle couldn't stand the racket. And so Three Rivers steadily
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?'^^ '"^^''^^ ^^'^ ^'•o^ti^f town, onlyto find himself checked m hi. desire to push ahead, ;as a

J^oung man of twenty-two or three. He had made a lon^
journey, and he was correspondingly disappointed when heforesaw, as his immediate prospect, a summer's sojourn in asun-oaked turbulent, unprofitable region. Not that he wascontent with a superficial proof of its necessity. He sought the
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the cattle care ully : he questioned closely the men who knewthe trails, the fords, the Indians. When he had quite Enished
us patient investigations, he swore briefly and gustily, andthen went on a three days' spree, from which he sobered intoa quiet cisarette-smoking lounger, waiting for what mi^htturn up. Nothing did. "

The days followed cno anyiher until a month had passed,


