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of your neighbour." Germany lias been brought up
to believe in war, not as a disagreeable necessity, but as a
high political instrument and a supreme test of national

character. Imperial security for her implies the power of

taking the aggressive, without consideration for the rights of

others or her own good faith, wherever her interests or her

national pride may seem to suggest. The latest utterance of

Maxmilian Harden has let the cat out of the bag even in

regard to this war. "We willed it," he says; "we had to

will it. Our might will create a new law for Europe. It is

Germany that strikes. When she has conquered new domains
for her genius, then the priesthoods of all the gods will praise

the good war Now that Germany's hour has struck

she must take her place as the leading power. Any peace

which did not win her the first position would be no reward
for her eflforts." Here we have the most recent expression,

naked and unashamed, of the " swelled-headedness " and
megalomania which have brought our German friends to

believe that they have a Heaven-sent mission to dominate
the whole world. The leadership of Europe is what they

have been after all the time, to begin with. And here the

overthrow oi France and England was a necessary prelimin-

ary. As to France, Bemhardi had shown how, after a
resistless rush through Belgium, Germany was to "square

her account with France and crush her so completely that she

could never again come across our path." And in the same
spirit von Treitschke, who believed a collision with England
to be inevitable, had warned his countrymen that the

"settlement with England would probably be the longest and
the most diJBBcult." It is as a cons«quence of following the

will-o'-the-wisp of a German world-wide empire that Germany
has been brought to the pass in which she stands to-day.

And when official verification can be secured of the various

statements which go to prove that the war-party in Berlin

was confidently counting on war long before it actually broke

out, and had carefully calculated how and when it could best

profit from the difficulties by which other nations, notably
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