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Hockey
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Marc Simclair, a
member of the 1978
Ontario Hockey
Association Junior B
Champion Streetsville

By TIM DOYLE
Times staff writer

their two kids have grown
up. But they probably
know more about the
Mississauga Hockey
League than anyone else in
town

In fact, the MHL, which

Merle and Russ Biggart burning

been doing it for a while.
“Merle has been doing
the schedule since Noah

. landed the ark,” said MHL

publicity director Al
Howard. “And she does a
great job.”" Actually by
Merie’s count it has only
been eight years, with one
year off, ‘but it feels like
forever.

“Why do I do it? I think
I'm crazy,” said Merle.
‘‘We get paid an
honorarium but it's not
much unless you like
working. for 50 cents an
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Merle and Russ Show
It'sscheduling over 4500 MHL games

But she wouldn't do it
if it wasn't fun. “'I enjoy
it. The people you meet
are good friends and they
stay with you. That's what
makes it worthwhile.™

Being a diehard sports
fan makes it easy for Russ
to handle his job. “It’s in-
teresting watching it all
come through, watching
one team move up in the
standings when another

s to lose,” he said. “'I

last year when
one team didn't win a
game or lose one for nine

weeks. They tied them
all.”

The Biggarts got involv-
ed with Mississauga minor
sports back in 1958 when
their son was six years old
and they've been involved
ever since.

Russ was general
manager
Mississauga Arrowheads

Association junior B
league this year and Merle
was the president of junior
lacrosse in the city. league
treasurer, scheduler, and a
member of the Cawthra
association. She took over
the job of secretary when
the real one stopped show-
ing up

But there’s no time tio
worry about that now. It
takes six to seven hours
each week to schedule 210
games. The statistics take
up another three to four
hours. Russ works them in
around his shifts as a
fireman.

Merle's also been known
to schedule the same team
for two games in one night
at different rinks. But not
often, she said.

If there are problems
this year they’ll come in
February. The playoffs fall
during income tax time
and Merle works for a
chartered accountant

GORM LARSEN THE TIMES

the midnight oil over MHL hockey schedules
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