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EXI AI IU K IVTI RVII H
With John Saul

John Saul was behind the lines with the is still in the game and I think what 
victorious Frelimo guerrilla army in Mozam- Kissinger has attempted to do is to allow 
bique. He is York's resident expert on them now to come forward. He realizes that 
southern Africa and was interviewed this if the war continues, this younger more 
week by Excalibur. Saul is a professor of radical force will become predominant on 
Social Science at Atkinson college and a the Zimbabwean side. So before it was too 
member of the Toronto Committee for the late, he wanted to bring this other group 
Liberation of Southern Africa (TCLSAC). He back into the game. By the same token I 
lived for many years in Africa and has 
devoted numerous writings to the problems 
facing its people. He spoke about Zim
babwe (Rhodesia), Soweto and Kissenger, 
among other things.
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think Vorster could be convinced the timing 
was right to dump Smith and to try and find 
another Black leader who could play the 
same role that Black leaders in other neo- 
colonized African countries now play of 
guaranteeing a very stable status quo.
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By PAUL KELLOGG The key to Rhodesia being able to hang 
on at all has in the past been the ability to 

EXCALIBUR: In dealing with the sud- break sanctions and to retain an economic 
den developments in southern Africa this viability by having the Portuguese and the

South Africans ignore the sanctions and 
beyond that having countries like the \
United States turn a blind eye to certain t 
kinds of infringements of sanctions as well f ]

SAUL: What’s most dramatic of course is as military support from South Africa, 
the intervention of Kissinger into the Qnilfh , , , t. o>
equation. That is premised now on a whole hpph .mpffv with •?£ 3 -°ng ^e’ o
series of preceding events, such as the b^f; uPe s^ Wlth reg™e. Their =
liberation of Angola and Mozambique, such f°bcy been on the whole to fmd Black 5
as the escalation of the military struggle It ♦«‘if m s0-called independent countries 3
For the first time, the Blacks in Zimbabwe they w"k "lth- 0tncue Smith had £
(or Rhodesia as the whites prefer to call it) S®k ^ an{ via^le
have mounted what promises to be a fully Black opposition to him, at least mihtarily,
effective military challenge to Smith’s rule. en mey were prepared, in a way almost It is creating a popular base by solution as Kissinger is trying to do in Zim-
The combination of the liberation of those [orced> tosuPPort him. It became apparent generalizing these political methods it has babwe, nor can it easily lead to an
two countries and the escalating struggle in owever, that there was emerging a viable worked out during the struggle through a escalation of successful military struggle
Zimbabwe itself, has brought a change in _ 3ÎT °PP0S1b°n that would radicalize, device of grass-roots democracy. as Frelimo, not easily, but over time was
the international balance if you like, where featsS ^ S°C‘ety 3nd Imhtarily de" EXCALIBUR- For the first time in * innn able to do'IVs g°ing to take a greater deal 

you have this spectacle now of Kissinger featSmith- timeV» 7™ «='/ **!.! V .! a! 9 of time and jt will be a different kind ofgoing to Africa and attempting to ac- I gather from Dress renorts that thp nüüLZ f 9 th® Sou,h A,n.can struggle. South Africa is more urbanized,
celerate the pace of independence in Zim- Americans did veîy careful analyses1 of Wha^ is this rLSance 9 how^8 Working class organizations figure more
babwe. the economic and military situation in î ,1 , \ ! importantly, urban activity of various sorts

But we have to look at that quite Rhodesia, in Zimbabwe presented these to Afrikaans » tht* „in imP°8l,l0n of is of the essence, different from the classic
carefully, because this is not to be un- Smith at the C to show E read^g was sort of guerri,a war we saw in Mozam-

derstood as suddenly the United States that he couldn’t last anyway At tte point risiîaSb or is thera an n!n!n1P h f nH°US bique' But that there is 3 significantlydiscovering the enormities of white op- they realized that the alternative was aPsuc- shiof ’ th organized leader- renewed determination and organizational
pression in Zimbabwe. I don’t think it’s cessful military struggle possibly a radical P ' capacity on the part of Africans to resist

denouement to tile white situation, they SAUL: There are elements of both, spoil-
sS involvement hi Afriealtt Elrilv decl*d 10 P“U the Pj“8 Once they taneity and leadership and it's difficult to
to be sppn as a rathpr sprunardy 831(1 we11 no longer facihtate your know just what the exact blend is in each
Kissinapr anH his pÎu attempt by economic interchange with the rest of the instance. It’s also clear there are not just
SSreïoÏÏo^in Afri?areempt 3 W°r,Id’ we, ,won>t back y°u UP militarily, these kind of activities taking place in the

Wha^rp^ufa'S-Angnla. ZTJZ'ZFX ïïïfSÏÏÿ »ce toXXtfL th'eS - —• roluCn,,, stayln, off
reluctantly, had to face that fact6 ^ tru. a picture........... ....

SSrSESSS =r--^ - - -fcWs..With the masses of the population, in whose elsewhere. students foUows on the heels of three or
out^their Twn ^differenTpl ^Tn t0fS°^ , .SA^L: 1 113(1 3 chance to be in Mozam- There’s no doubt also that it has been ac- against the strongesUfolds.^rade unions
Parallel?^ thP 1 •,■/?’ bique last year as “Canadian delegate” (for celerated by the defeat of South Africa in for Blacks are outlawed. The militancy was
that the liberation forcps^n^n^ü}1^^ WÎ}nî h®1161" term) at the independence Angola, by the very near to hand victory in an index of the fact the workers were aware 
MÏÏamhinoï S W-3 celebratl0ns- I’ve also had considerable Mozambique, that these things have had of their oppression.
nnKSv tod’ W3S 3 radlcahzatlon contact with Frelimo over the years, their impact on consciousness as I was ,

uriloL Vi • . . , . visiting the liberated areas in Mozambique saying earlier. This has given an impetus to ,The kinds of work boycotts we saw take
MrootL;!;,1581/186/ tn* vm ,Af}gola and 111 1971 with Frelimo during the period of 3 new generation inside South Africa. Now place over the summer, students are not

flrÈuWaîut04ïB?Jthf ^tus, the fighting. A number of colleagues of there is an older generation that has kept going to intimidate that number of workers.
kT that laded, in Angola mine have been back to Mozambique recen- fighting, and many of them are to be found And many of these supposedly “in-
ne nacKea other Black nght-wing forces, tly this summer. The sum of these ex- in the outlawed African National Congress timidating” students are 8 or 10 years old, 
S? ;♦ * cTert?mly “ Mozambique he periences show as might have been an- (ANC) or South African prisons. But the some of them killed by the South African
eri it too late. In Zimbabwe he s trying to ticipated, a continuation of the kinds of crackdown of the sixties and one mustn’t P°hce. This is a kind of resistance - not to 

move in more quickly. progressive developments that were taking underestimate the brutality of the South romanticize it — that is just a beginning
vvPAinmD TL «... place during the war itself. When I was in African regime, was a tremendous setback, and will have to take more concerted
L-xvALlllUR: The Black leaders that the liberated areas I began to see new kinds and did effectively stall an entire political form and acquire more focus. And 

Kissinger is dealing with, who are the dif- of patterns of education and agricultural generation. that will be difficult because the South
feront ones and what role do they play? activity of the collective sort, new kinds of ~ African police network is probably the most

patterns of political leadership and There was a lapse in the struggle because sophisticated and ruthless in the world. 
SAUL: It’s a bit difficult to know exactly, relationship between political organizations ol severity °f South African oppression Organization is taking place against those

but I think the general phenomenon is quite and the people. They were very impressive and P6^1®’5 response to it, but what I think kinds of odds,
clear. As a new military capability has . T, . , we’re seeing now is a regeneration of Th „no . . ...
emerged on the part of the Africans in Zim- ^f11311 found when I was back last year struggle. Some of the people who have been .„re 18 e ery Slgn>. nonetheless that we 
babwe — operating particularly from and what others are finding now, is a con- involved in the struggle are of course con- 811311 see growing resistance. At the same 
Mozambique from military base camps — “nuation of that kind of process of at- turning, and a new generation coming up H016: 1381 ,(0 read me paper this week,
there has begun to emerge a new and tempting to involve the people in the not scarred by the defeats, but now has a Vorster and company are not prepared to
younger leadership of this more radical Pracess °f transformation of attempting to sense of the possibility of the new kind of Dudg® one toot, one inch. He says there’s
kind. Simultaneously however there still defeat any bureaucratization or en- victory in conjunction with the type of way Blacfc; will achieve, equality or power
exists this old-guard leadership which has teenchment of elites in the post- changes taking place in other parts of m i>outn Atnca'
been in existence since the political Mozambican situation and to begin to work southern Africa.
struggles of the 50’s in Zimbabwe. out a much more radical and self-reliant -p, _______  . .. . .. „ _

mi. v . economic policy following on from in There are organizations inside South
h Jîuh ** 3 uadergone some struggles and dependence. 6 Africa, student organizations and so on that
hardship mind you, but their general stance have emerged out of this kind of new fer-
has been to wait for someone else, par- This is being done in the context of some ment and out of the Black consciousness T
ucuiariy Britain, to deliver independence to difficulty. Not only has there been the post- movement. There’s also no doubt that a m Zimbabwe it’s just possible that 
them. The constant reiteration is that it’s war devestation, but also the fact of an movement like the ANC is active un- Ki?singer will get away with it for the time 
Britain s responsibility. economy that historically was shaped, war- derground inside South Africa. bei^g, but South Africa is a different kettle

Not only that, but they tend to struggle t**1 ,one might say, by the Portuguese, to Now thi<! nnt fn . . , of fob. A real radicalization and revolution
among themselves to determine who.wiU be semra the South Africans. thSc^îie st^gte y 3 ong period of time.
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summer and fall It might be useful to 
recount some of the more recent events 
in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia).
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EXCALIBUR: During the general strike, 
one got the impression through the 
media that the strikes were being led by a 
bunch of students who were arm-twisting

no

The system of racial oppression is also 
the system of economic oppression, and in 
South Africa anything short of a genuine 
revolution is going to be very difficult for 
anyone to achieve.


