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lLike all of Werner
Herzog's films, Kaspar Hauser
secms to be dominated by some
vast, deeply menacing abstrac-
tion. Herzog insists, however,
that his films are not about ideas.
"You must unders-tand that I am
inot a philo-sopher. I am not an
.mldlcctual" he said in an
lmluvnew with David Over-

ibey; "I make films to rid myself |

{of them, like ridding myself of a
'nightmare.” Anyone who has
;secn his early films--Even Dwarfs
1Started Small and Aguirre, Wrath
of God leap to mind--cannot help
but acknow-ledge the justice of
thc com-parison. His work has
.the obsessive insistence and the
'fragile clarity of a fever dream. It
iis an effect Herzog goes to
‘some trouble to create: before
L

cach day's shooting, he made a
practice of hypnotizing the entire
cast of Heart of Glass (1977).
His films deliberately and
dangerously exploit the innate
qualities of genuine outsiders. In
casting the role of Kaspar,
Herzog chose a young man
("Rruno S.") who had been
diagnosed as schizophrenic, and
whose youth--thirteen years spent
in various State institutions--
was already the subject of Lutz
Eisholz's Bruno der Schwarze.
Bruno §S. is joined by two
unusual characters from earlier
Herzog films: Helmut
Doring, the "Little King" of
Even Dwarfs, and Hombrecito,
the Indian flautist from Aguirre.

" be extraordinary.

In 1828,
Kaspar appeared in a small town
in Germany, literally out of the
ground. He had no knowledge of
language, logic, religion, or
human philosophy, for the had
been tied in a sitting position in
a cellar since birth. He posses-
sed only his name and a bland
platitude which he was incapable
of interpreting: "I would like to
be the kind of horseman my
father was." And so Kaspar, the
sole man in human history who
was born as an adult, entered
soc iety lacking the experience and
knowledge which very child takes
for granted. Given this material,
a lcss individual director might
wcll have made easy farce or
indulged in trite social criticism;
fortunately, Herzog struggles
for something more challenging.
Eschewing obvious manipulation
in favor of a more neutral style,
hc portrays the townspeople as
various and human: they are not
uniformly horrible, any more
than Kaspar is consistently
saintly. Brigitte Mira, for
example, turns in a warm and
natural performance as Frau
Kathe, and Kaspar's mentor,

' Daumer, is well-meaning, if

limited; the priests and profes-

| sors, on the other hand, are

depicted less sympathetically.:
Throughout the film the tension
between innocence and experience

is developed with subtlety, as
well as with a certain degree of
ambiguity. This is especially
evident in the (seemingly)
incvitable resolution of Kas-
par's "education,” the mean-ing |
of which is neither neat nor
immediately obvious.

Even without such a cast, the
story of Kaspar Hauser would
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AN EXPERIENCE IN TASTE

GREEK FOOD

® Greek Donairs @® Mousaka

@ Greek Salads @ Spana Kopiia
® Pork Souviaki @ Tyropita

@ Chicken Souviaki . @ Tzatziti

® Greek Soup @ Shish Kebab
® Greek Pastries '@® Lamb Pita
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Concert
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Wc:l’rer Baker Memorial

Anton Kuertfi, piano
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Works by Berg,

Memorial Hall

Wednesday,

at the door
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- Beethoven, & Schubert

29 November, 8 p.m.

Adults/$10 * Seniors/$8 * Students/$2
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