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and family relationships
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review by Karen Heaton
entury, by Ray Smith, contains two
novellas: “Family” and “The Con-
tinental”. Of the two, "Family” is far
better because it is more accessible
to the reader, but both are well worth
reading.
The first novella, “Family”, consists of four

stories about the Seymour family: Bill, Gwen,

and their children lan and Jane. | deliberately
call themstories rather than chapters because
itis not until the third story that you recognize
the relationships between the characters and
the stories.

The opening story “In the Night, Heinrich
Himmler...” is a disturbing beginning for
Smith’s book. It is the story of Jane Seymour
as told by an unnamed narrator/novelist.
Jane is an intelligent woman tormented by
nightmares about helplessness and rape. The
truly disturbing element of this section is not
the story itself; it is the narrator’s admission
that Jane does not exist. The narrator stresses
that this is only fiction, but the rest of the
novella is concerned with this fiction.

This story sets up the concern with illusion
and reality present in the rest of the book.
Smith undercuts the reader’s assumptions by
having the narrator denounce the story and
claim to be drawing on “real” incidents of the
victimization of women. Whether or not the
reader can identify this narrator as Smith or
these incidents as actual is uncertain and,
because of this uncertainty, effective.

“The Princess, the Boeing, and the Hot
Pastrami Sandwich”, the second story, is as
delightful as its title suggests. The story is
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about lan’s and his wife Stephanie’s grief at
the death of their daughter. In prose almost
like poetry, Smith creates a moving tale of
mourning, reconciliation, and hope. The
section concludes with a marvelous list cata-
loguing the human spectrum of New York
City and mimicking the Twelve Days of
Christmas. This section is short but is the best
section in Century.

The third section, “The Garden of the
Hesperides”, draws together the characters
of the previous sections in the first person
narrative of Bill Seymour, a retired do-
gooder who plans a garden and mourns the
dead: his dead wnle his dead daughter, hls
dead ichild,and everyone he
to help. The section works because of lhe
juxtaposition of his thoughts and a history of
gardening. While this section, like the pre-
vious one, contains a conflict between land-
scape and human relationships, unlike the
previous section, the ending is despair. Bill
trades his garden for a theoretical one.

"Serenissima”, the tale of Gwen, must be
read with the previous section in mind
because it offers a view of Gwen totally
unrecognizable from her husband’s concep-
tion of her. Which Gwen is true? The self-
contained woman who grew gardens or the
femme fatale desperately seeking sensation
and love? This fascinating contradiction is
flawed by the over-obvious symbolism of a
mask, but again the visual imagery saves the
story, and the novella, from triteness.

The second novella, “The Continental”,
continues this absorption withillusions. “The
Continental” is divided into two parts: “Red
Velvet, Black Lace”, and "Red Banner, Black
Boots”. The central character is Kenniston
Thorson, lover of art and sensation. The
novella moves from Paris in the gay ‘90’s to

Germany between the World Wars and
foreshadows the rise of fascism. What is
interesting in this novella is the change in
Thorson between the sections. In the first, he
is content to experience the sensations; but
in the second, he is looking for something
more. His companion, Lulu, however, is only
interested in sensation. The conclusion is
bleak despite, or perhaps because of, Lulu’s
laughter.

“The Continental”, especially the first part,
would be more interesting to someone with

an art history background or maybe an
intensive knowledge of Paris in the 1980’s.
Thorson’s discussions about colour, balance,
and light are tedious, slightly pretentious,
and yet another “portrait of the artist as a
young man.”

Century contains such vivid visual images
and such well-written prose that its minor
flaws of occasional heavy-handed symbolism
and pretention are forgotten. Itis a beautiful
message of despair and a wonderful, wonder-
ful book.
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Ever Since You
Were a Kid You’ve

Wanted to Try It

Ever since you were a kid, you probably

wanted to try scuba diving. Now you only nced invest a few minutes
10 find out firsthand what diving is all about. That’s because our Discover Scuba expericnce

can have you under water, breathing air, in no time at all - all in the safc confines of a swimming pool.
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Only $19.95

Discover Scuba is simple, casy and fun. It's the most convenient way we know 10 experience the actual sensation
of scuba diving. Discover Scuba is available to anybody over 12 ycars old (12-14 years old with parents approval)
and is availablc for groups of five or more at any swimming pool in the Edmonton arca. The cost is only $19.95
and includes 3 hours of instruction, all of the snorkel and scuba gear including wet suit, and lots of great times.
Once you have tried it, we can show you how easy it is to continue diving, and you can usc your $19.95as a
deposit on the Open Water Scuba class. To find out how quickly you can be scuba diving, contact Ocean Sports
today at either 432-1904, or 444-1146. You could be in our next Discover Scuba program.

Scuba Programs New for '88

BRONZE- $69.95
Designed for those starting out or planning
on doing open water in warmer climates
‘This program provides lecturc and pool portion of the
open water scuba program, and includes the use of tank,
reg. gauge bed and weight belt for pool training.

SILVER - $165.00

Designed for those planning on providing
their own scuba equipment for open water
Program includes lectures, pool time,
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GOLD - $225.00
We supply everything you need
For this coursc we provide all scuba equipment,weights,
compass, depth gauge, log book,diploma, dive tables
Program includes lectures, pool ime,
open waler training, test and certification card
PLATINUM - $265.00
We supply everything you need,
PLUS
Charter in the sub tank at West Edmoriton Mall.
open water training, test and certification card including gear rental (value S65)
‘ Open watcr gear is not included. Discount on rentals for 1988

To register for the program that suits you best contact:

10133 82 ave Phone 432-1904
West Ed Mall Phone 444-1146
(by the Water Park)
Edmonton's Water Sport Store
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