
THE LAST 0F THE LA GUAYRIANS
By C. C. JAM ES

T HE CanadaCompany
had been

formed to take over
and settie a large
area of land in
Up p er Canada.
John Gait, the nov-
elist, had been sent
ont to act as super-
intendent. One of
lis first acts was to
iay out a town
which has grown
into the substantial
city of Guelph. He
wrote homne to, a
friend an account
of the inauguration
of this work, dat-
ing his letter from

Mr. avidStiron. Guelph, 2nd of
Mr. avi Stiton j une, 1827. By ac-

181,5-i9o-The I.s.cident this letter
some time later

came under the eye of the editor of Fraser's Maga-
zine, and was printed in the issue of Nevember 3oth,
i8,30. As an introduction to this article we repro-
duce a portion of the letter as follows:

"The site chosýen was on 'a nameless stream's
uintrodderi banks,' about eighteen miles in thie forest
from Qalt-a great future city founded by a friend
of mine, with a handsome bridge over the Grand
River, and of which 1 had neyer heard until it had
a post office. Early on the morning of St. George 's
Day I proceeded on foot towards the spot, having
sent forward a band of woodmen witli axes on their
shoulders to prepare a shanty for the night-a shed
made of boughs and bark, with a great fire at theV1

door. 1 was accompanied by my friend Dunlop.
a large, fat, facetious fellow, of infinite jest andi
eccentricity, but hie forgot his compass, and we lostP
our way in the f orest. Affer 'wandering up and
down' like babes in tihe woods, witheut even a black-
berry to console uis-the ramn raining in j ubilee-
we came to the hut of a Dutch settier, in whfich
no English was ýto be obtajned. However, after
miuch jabber, louid speaking, and looking at one
anot'her with moutli, eyes and nostrils, ini addition
to ears, Mynheer gave tonigue that hie could speak
French, whiich lie did, no doubt, perfectly; as, in
telling us that lie had cieared a farm in the States
which lie had exchanged for his present habitation,
lie expressively said, 'je swape/, We hired him for
Our guide.

" a amost suinset when we arrived at our
refldezvous; -y companion, Seing wet to) the skin,
unclothed and dressed hîmseif ini two biankets, onle
in the Celtic and the other in the Roman fashien-
the kilt and the tega; the latter was fastenied on1
the breast with a spar of timber that miglit have
served for the mainmast to 'some great admnirai.'
1 'kept rny state' (as Macbet~h says of his wife at
the banqu et) of dripping drapery. We then, withi
s1rveyors and woodnien (Yanikice, choppers) pro-
ceeded to a SuiPerb mapie tree, and I had the honour
and glery of laying te axe to the root
thereof, and soon it feli 'beneath our
sturdy strokes' with the noise of an f
avalaniche. It was the genius of the
fore§t unfuriug his wings and depart-f
ing forever. Being the King's naine- f
day, 1 called the to'wn Giieliph-the I

that soon after the beginniug of the town hie found it
expedient to mnake his ýheadquarters at some more
convenient point and so hie took up bis residencc at
a house on Burlington Bay, thus locating midway
between York and Guelph. He says: "I had not
been long settled ýin this domicile, wheu one Sunday
morning a deputation came to mie, from a body, I
think, in ail, of fifty-seven emigrants, who had come
from New York, where they had been landed f rom
La Guayra, South America. . . . I considered that
as the Company -had work it would be doing service
to Government to employ these people, accordingly
directed themn to proceed to Mr. Prior at Guelph,
tili I had time te consider their case."~

This event in the early settlement of Upper
Canada is recalled by -the jeath of Mr. David Stirton
of Guelph, wlio passed away recently ini his ninety-
third year. Mr. David Stirton was born in 'Scot-
land in 1816; came to Upper Canada in 1827; from
1858 to 1874, represenited the county of WVellington
in the Parliament of Can-ada; for nearly thirty
years, fromn 1876 to 1904, held the position of post-
m'aster at Guelph; and now, after being a long
survivor of the early pioneers, lie has pýassed awaý
at a fine old age. It is not of his înterestng-
parliamentary career that we propose to write, ýut
we remnember that lie was "the last of the La Guy-
rians," and in these days of revîved immigration
and of pioneering "made easy,"e it may be of interest
to recail the story of the littie band of Scottisli
settlers of which. lie was the last survivor.

Turn to the map of Venezuela in South America.
You will find the cîty of Caracas in the north, lying
a few miles 'inland f romn the coast. Its seaport is
La Guayra. In 1825 the country, then known as
Colombia, was in a state of unrest. The sovereignty
of Spain had been thrown off by Bolivar. Thle old
plantation proprietors were uneasy; they were
anxious to dispose of their estates. Coffee was
the chief crop grown for exportation, the work
being done by slaves. These estates were adver-
tised in Europe as most attractive properties, and
the suggestion was sent abroad that liere was the
place for the industrions Scottish emigzrant. Scot-
land was uneasy at the time. Her people were
streaming out of the western poýrts across the
Atlantic to the United States and Canada. There
was, however, but littie shipping from -the eastern
ports for America. This presented a new field for
the promo(-ter. A company was organised, a planta-
tion purchased in Colombýia -and advertîsements of
most attractive nature scattered up and dewn the
eastern shires of Scotlanid.

A London sailing vessel of 6oo tons; called The
Planet was cliartered to take Ont the settiecrs. T'le
boat ieft the Thames with a few Engiisli emigrants
and then pickced up the rest of bier passengers, 250
in ail], in the Bay of Cromnarty. This was in82.
T'hey sailed for La Guiayra, calling at Madeira'&n
the way to take on a cargo of wine. Twelve weeks
out fron Cromnarty BPay, the party were landed at
La Gulayra. Disappoirntment met tliem fromn the
first. The country was in disorder, life and pro-
perty wevre insecuire, the cliniate was unsuited to
the Scotsm-an of the niorth, the estate that had been

pucisdby the comnpany was composeil partly of

barren mountains
and partly of val-
leys tiîat required
irrigation. Trans-
portation had been
provided and land
allotted by the
company to, the
settiers who were
bound by written
contract to locate
upon the land and
to repay their debt
in ten years. Thle
poor, deluded peo-
pie xwere thus left
in a most pitiable
condition. After
vain efforts to
niake a living and,
,to reconcile them-
selves to their in-
hospitable s u r -Mr. john Gaît.
roundings, -they Author and Pioneer.
were gradually
forced te abandon their lots and sooîî found them-
selves gathered together in temporary quarters at
Caracas.

Here-at least they had some chance of defend-
ing -themselves against bandits and outlaws. They
laid theïr case before the British consul, and with
the heip of Mr. Lancaster, the Quaker educationist,
who happened to be there at the time, they sent
honme an appeai for beli. This did not fail. A
Britisli frigate was despatched to their assistance.
Thle captain in charge was a brother of Sir Pere-
grine Maitland, then Governor of Upper Canada.
After consultation, they decided to accept the offer
of transportation te Canada. They were taken
north and landed at New York,where tliey were met
by Mr. Buchianan, the British consul, who also
acted as agent cf the Canada Company. It should
be notedhlere that Mr. Stirton's father reaclied New
York by an earlier boat, as lie had saved enough
cf bis meney to pay for passage for bis family.
Twenty-two famîlies in aIl were sent forward frem
New York consigned to the care of Mr. John Gait
wlio was building up the settlemnent in the County
of Wellington. Mr. Stirton some years ago told
the story of bis journey. His fatlier and family
sailed up the Hudson to Albany, thence by canai
boats to Rochester and by schooner to the h-ead of
the lake. Hnif a dozen lieuses stood on the present
site of.- Hamiilton; Dundfas was somewhat larger;
but Ancaster ("thie pretty, breezy town of 'Ancaster
on the hilI," Gaît called it) was the most promising
town of the district. Over the primitive roads they
made their wvay, reaching Guelphi on September 8th,
1827, less thani five months after the time of the
cutting of the first tree, 'Phe Stirton family slept
on tihe first niglit in the loft of the Prîory.

Another chapter now opened in the history of
the La Guayrians. Mr. Gaît gave tliem welcome
and made out a plan for forming witli tlim a model
settlement which was te extend four miles ini lengtli
along the Elora Road. Their locations were laid

out on paper, irrespective of the con-
figuration cf the country. The Com-
pany undertook to assist in the build-
ing of the houses. Winter came on
before they were ready and the poor
immigrants, dependent solely upon the
assistance of the Company 'and un-
acqtuainted witli Canadian pioneer life
ini the buish, suffered to the limit the
liardshîps of backwoods life. Fýor a
year or more tliey worked along îi-
creasing tibeir clearings and improv-
ing their houses, but still dependent
upon the Company. A change tben
suiddeniy took place. Mr. Gait and thse
officiais at home liad a msnesad
ing, the result of wliicli wvas that lie
resigned and returned home and] bis
place was taken Sy another, The work
provided by the Company ipoii wbicbi
they depended fer a livinLx was stop-
ped, supplies were shuit off- and in a

deeper


