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Over the Line FenceIN a recent issue of the "ýCanadianCourier," there appeared a few
comments on some remarks let fail at Ottawa by Mr. Medili
McCormick. This eminent Chicago publisher was reported,
while at Ottawa, ta have stated that he was convinced that when

Canada attained two-fifths of the size of his country, she would surely
be absorbed by the United States; also that Toronto was eminently
fitted ta serve as the capital of the Canadian portion of the United
States.

Mr. McCormick resents the criticism in which the ",Courier"
indulged at hig expense. He has written a letter, which is printed
below. denyîng some of the statements attributed ta him.

Mr. 'McCormick bas a perfect right ta disagree with the Ottawa
reporter who is alleged ta have misquoted him. Reporters exist for
the purpose of making people mni sunderstood. The publisher of the
Chicago Tribune does not want Canada ta be the toad when the United
States is the snake.

There is a note of pathos in the statement tbat Canada rnight
yet put the United States out of business by prohibiting the export of
certai 'n Canadian materials. We presume that pulpwopod is one of
these raw materials, inasmuch as civilisation even in the United
States exists largely on paper of which, the Cbicago Tribuine. is an
exçcellent example. Penhaps tbe gyreatest service we could ever do the
United States would be ta go on exporting bier raw rnaterials and in
return import the finished products,

Mr. McCormick also alleges thal the British press accord a better
hiearing ta critical opinions affecting the Empire than do the news-
papers of tbe colonies or of continental Europe. Wby not? The
colonies are the feelers of the Empire. Besides, Canada bas the
United States for a next-door neighbour and we have Iearned all a
neigbbour's ways of bath admiration and of censure, Whenever we
have a.little spare time in this big, busy country we just lean over'
tbe line fence and chin ta the big neigbbour. Then we go up the
laue and tell the folles at the bouse wbat the neighbour said ta us.
In short, we are beginning ta uinderstand the United States, whicb is
a fair basis for gettinge along on a basis of amicability. It is a matter
for congratulation tint with men tbe calibre of Mr. MJcCormick «the
understanding is becomning muitual. Perbaps if more United 'States
editors would speak as frankly and entbusiastically as Mr. McCormnick
we sbouild get more light on international relations.

Mr. McCormick is one of the rnost successful of the younger
generation of Amerîcan newspaper proprietors. He is only tbirty-
three years of age, and a Yale man, class of i900. Since the year 1903
he bas been publisher and treasurer of the Chicago Daily Tribune. He
has oc,cupied rnany of the leading offices in the variaus jaurnalistic
organ~isations of us country.

Hlere is Mr. McCorrnick's replY ta aur criticism:

United States and Canada.
December 28th, 1909.

To the Editor of tbe "Canadian Courier":
Sir,-I tbank you for sending me a marked copy of the "Canrier"

of the i8th because it wilI give me an opportunity to correct sanie
erroneous impressions whichi have resulted froin sanie casual remarks
wbich I let drap in Ottawa. 1 expressly stated that they dîd nat
constitulte a part of an interview wbich was otberwise reported witb
accuracy, becauise it wouild be presuimptiouis of me unider tbe circui--
stances ta suýggest union to Canada, or Toronto ta Washington.

I tbink you do me an injustice wben youi caîl me "an American
publicist of note" and when you say that 1 stili drean "thnt pipe

dream of long ago that Canada will be forced out of business by
country and compelled by*fate to become part of the United Stat
My impression of Canada is quite different from that which
impute to me. I was led ta Ottawa because instinct, perhaps, as
as reason, told me that there was a great country growing to
north of us-that a nation had sprung into being, of which we wscarcely aware. I was fully cognizant of the amazing ignorance
the American people regarding Canadian affairs and amn a little
appointed to learn from the columns of the "Courier" that a pec
whose strength and ability so gripped me while I was inDominion, should be equally ignorant of the conditions across
line. I have not suggested or even thought that the United Stamight put Canada out of business. Quite the contrary. Under
existing fiscal relation between the two countries it is more lik
that the Dominion can put us out of business by prohibiting the exp
of certain Canadian materials.

I do not remember that Ottawa was mentioned in the course
our conversation as the possible capital of the "great Dominion." 1
recollections of Toronto-its vigor t ainlsi n t dai'
invit atin f rsso upon me. I had comne ta Toronto at «invtaton ofsome of the Canadian editors to address them on tenical matters regarding our profession and later in the day ta makspeèech on a subject which I should select myself. That speech
tbink, in a fair degree represented my views.

But your last paragraph does ýme the most serious injustice.
Canada has been the football of two great powers, I went taDominion at least with the intention of showing the American put~
that you were not a football, but a nation.

In concluding I rnight add that a private letter on Anglo-Gerni
relations vis-a-vis the United States which contained some remal
not altogethier palatable to the readers of 'the London Daily M'ail, M
publisbed at the request of Lord Northcliffe and was treated witll
greater consideration by the English press' than by that of rny 01
country. Whatever other views I may hold of the mother counil
of the two gra daugbters this mucli is true-that a mian, no mat,
what his opinion rnay be, can have a fairer hearing in England thi
in any of the daughter states within or without -the Empire or thi
in any great European continental country.

I arn, Sir, respectfully yours,
MEDILL McCORMICK.

Cernent in Canad'a
I4 Canadian industry has de veloped more rapidly than the man~Nfacture of cernent, wýhichis now being uised ýfor almost eve

sort ofbuilding-skyscrapers, bridges, subways, piers, fournd
tions, business blocks, pillars for bouses--even barges are being nia,
of cernent. The biggest Canadian building in which cemnent ente
into the constructionnis the new elevator of the Grand Trunk TPacil
at Fort William, ta have'a capacity of twenty million buishels

Sa rosy bas been the prospect of the cernent industry in Cana(
that production has succeeded in overtaking corisuniption, In19
the total production of Portland cernent in Canada was 3,,495,9
barrels each of 35o pounds, as against 2,491,513 barrels in 1907; ýincreasie of 40.3 per cent. Consumnption, bowever, did not keep par
with production; in 1908, 2,665,289 barrels of Canadlian Portlin
whichi meant a surplus of nearly a quarter-million of barrels. 1-19
the cernent used in Canada been alI made in Canada,, t'here woUd
have been an airer-stock of only about 300,000 barrels. Twenty-thrý
plants in Canada are engaged iu the production of cernent, with a t


