
CANADIAN COURIER.

Commission Government.

C ANADIAN cites are working slowly but surely
to some kind of commission government. St.
John and Lethbridge have adopted the Des

Moines charter, an elective commission without a
board of aldermen, coupled with the referendumn
and recail. Regina, Calgary, Moose Jaw and Ed-
monton have a compromise systemn, a yearly elected
council and two permanent commissioners. Mont-
real sticks to the old form of a "Board of Control,"
but elects it for four years. The Board of Control
thus becomes an elective commission. London hns
just adopted the two-year term for aldermen and
a two-year term for controllers. One-haif of the
aldermen and one-half of the controllers are to be
elected each year.

Toronto, Ottawa and Hamilton will prolbably fol-
low London's examo)le in the near future. The

CANADIAN COURiFR is flot opposed to Mr. Borden's
gif t of Dreadnoughts, nor opposed to these ships
being built in Great Britain. Surely that is a clear
statement.

Again, a criticism of Mr. Borden's policy should
not be considered a boost for Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
polîcy. Surely it is conceivable that evexi a good
Conservative could criticize soine phases of the
Borden policy without being termed disloyal. Surely
the Borden Governent is willing te have f ree
speech retained a fittie while longer in tEls part of
the British Emnpire.

Finally, I resent the charge, wherever it may
originate, whether in the Hlouse of Comimons or in
any lodge roomn, that the Liberal pairty or their

le nr re dThl1oval. This is a low, mean, cowardly
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approves of naval service, there will be no dearth
of recruits. Until there is a non-partisan settie-
ment of the navy questioný there can be no0 popu-
larity for the Niobe, the Rainbow and the Egeria.
Hence the CANADIAN COURieR has argued con-
tinuously for a non-partisan settiement of this ques-
tion. For the same reason, a petition in f avour of
a non-partisan naval policy was signed by three hun-
dred fairly prominent- citizens and sent to Premier
Borden and Sir Wilfrid Laurier, last autumn.

Civil Service Reform.Er VER Y person is delîghted that Sir George
Murray, the English expert brought over by
the Dominion Government, has recommuended

that the outside civil service sh'ou]l be brought
under the Civýil Service Commission. -The poli-
ticians have been delaying this reform, but it is
sure to cornte.

Mr. James Lawlor, secretary of the Canadîan
Forestry Association, says that there can be no0
effective fire-i-angipg until the 2,000 fire-rangers are
chosen by a commission instead of by politicians.
Thte rangers of to-day are inefficient. In the United
States this reform has greatly benefited the foresýtr3
service during the past six or seven years.

Every o4ther service ' in Canada would be bene-
lited in the samne way. Our cuistomis houses, post
offices. canaIs. ELjphthouses and so on would be


