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CTAUX CAMP ,was aglow with excitement.NThe reason was this: Boss MacKenzie's
brother in Boston lad lately died and lie
lad sent for lis niece to live witli hirm at

Back Ridge. A fortniglit after she arrived lier uncle
took lis ga.ng into the lumber woods. Then lis cook
was clumsy enougli to cut lis foot with an axe, and
lis niece insisted on filling lis place.

She arrived on a load of fodder, bundled up
to the ears in blankets and great-coats. It happened
to be the noon lour, wlien tlie mnen were at the
camp. Her uncle lielped lier off the team and
escorted lier in. She nodded unconcernedly at the
lumbermen, and gazed about the luge one-room
buildinz with frank curiositv.
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entire ly to him. It happened in this way: Mac-
Tavish returned to the camp at the noon hour a
few minutes ahead of the rest, MacKenzie was
talking with lis niece at the door as he came around
the corner of the building. He had evidently been
admonishing her about something and her last words
of defence that he overheard showed only too plainly
what it was.

"0Of course I don't! I'm only playing with him,",
she was saying. Then MacTavish wlieeled and
retreated witliout discovery.

So that was lier* game, was it? H1e feit more
anger than pain that she shouild have been using
hîm for her amusement only, something to while
away the time with. His love for her, which she
couldn't have helped seeing, was nothing but food
for her vanity. I-le remembered how she had flirted
with her eyes and lier lips and how easily it had
caught him. 11le was as mulch of a child whiere
women were concerned as the niost inexperienced
stripling there, tliough he hadn't thought so before.

H1e feli in with the men as they emerged from
the woods and greeted the girl as liglit-heartedly as
ever, when lie entered the camp.

H1e ate his lunch abstractedly and before he was
througli decided on lis course. H1e loved lier too
well to resign lier without a struggle just because
of lis p ride. H1e would force her to care for him
as much in reality as she pretended to. H1e would
win lier by playing lier own game better than she
did it lierself, if fit took the wliole winter to succeed.
H1e knew tliat below the surface lie was lier equal in

u'rwPv nri that lie liad certain ciualities that the

there were no signs on lis part of a stronger feel-
ing, such as lie'appeared to have7 lad in the begin-
ning. She could not know that niglit after night
lie would lie awake on the broad bunk among bis
fellows and wonder if she was absolutely indifferent
to him and if she really cared for Garrett; and she
saw no signs of the desperate struggle lie under-
went to keep from lis eyes, wlien lie looked at her,
the great ache within bis heart.

T wo months of this went by, and both were
still waiting for somre signl from the other to sliow
lis -or lier hand. 'Thenl Joe Garrett m~ade a mistake
that opened both their eyes.

One morning as lie drove *his team from the
stables past the camp, something prompted hinm to
drop the hunes and enter, H1e liad noticed Slorty
busy on the woodpile and knew the girl would be
alone.

H1e made some gallant excuse at lier look of
surprise and commenced a string of ardent comnpli-
ments tliat slie parried mocingly. Sulddenly lie
became exasperated at lier manner and clutching
lier ly botli slioulders attempted to kiss lier.

At tliat moment MacTavisli entered. H1e did
not 'wait for explanations. In two bounds lie xwas
across tlie floor. Seizing Garrett by bis collar and
the seat of lis breeches, lie jerked him violently
backwards, wliirled liim round and ran liim out
of tlie door before lie could offer resistance. As lie
released liim lis lieavy foot shot out and Garrett
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