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HJER MAÂRRIÂGE.
She bent lier bead , n assrit, fai

color creeping back, into lier, asli
lipà&

1 shali neyer cross thie tlh#eihcl
of this room agajxL uiitl you U41. 3

- ry ta, trust me; do zot be 'affai
Here is your father's pistol, you kncy
how to use it; I wil place it -her
with bullets apda owe-h ,fli
and stee~l, on ia .mhelf Ç -hir ej

He turned LtxWU
lips parte,d her
toeth

* As1shalt be a

Thé win~terdaa

ALIMOST twa centur-Aies ago youflg Jona-
than Chapin, marry-

- ing the prettiest girl
lie knew onl tne
E'astern caast, jour-
neyed West ta hew
a home out of the
utibroken forest.

The girl was brave and capable as
%veIl as ,good ta look upan, and they
praspered, wresting, as years passed,
a small farrn from the' wilderness,
living simply, healthihy, happihy. One
dagghter was born ta them-Lilias-
a fragile, exquisite creature, wbom
they shielded witb passionate t-nder-
ness until she entered hier faurteentb
year, when the -father was killed by
a tree swerving unexpectedhy fromn
the course marked out for it by bis
axe. The helplessness of woman and
cbild was tragic with no man's
strengtb ta aid in the arduous abor
of the farm. ta shield from dangers
mienacing thàrough the surroundingforest, ibut the mother struggled
bravely until chance-was it chance?
-sent a young bunter ta bier door
for shelter fram a storm. Morning
sbowed several feet of snaw, drifts
higher tban the tiny cabin, and a how-
ering Éky pramising a beavier fail.
The lad, far be was in bis twenties,
stayed witb them until spring. Then
hie grew restless; but Lfter a short
absence returned, sbaring tbeir frugal
home for tbree years. He was cbeer-i
fuI, willing ta help in their necessity.*

During tbat ast winter with its
extreme cald the mather's vitality,
sapped by years of anxiety and bard-
ship, failed, and she feit death near.
Great as was her'physical suffering,
it was notbing ta ber mental agony
at leaving ber child, ber tenderly-
guarded darling, ahane in the world.

Calling tbe man ta ber beds ide she
sent the gi from the raam on the
pretext aof preiparing food, and fas-
tening ber still beautiful eyes on bis,1
said witb difficulty:

"Rager, I arn gairg ta dîe-nay,
seek flot ta interrupt; I know it. 1

amn desperately iii; help cannot reacli hair iboked too heavy for thie atn
mLe ini time. I feel my illness ta be neck ta uplift, lier delicate li;nds
mortal. How can I leave my. child, were cauqlit i a tenae dap.
My loveiy Lilias, unprctected?" "Lilias.'

The young man replied earnestly She did nlot -reply,,iave by iw
that lie would essay anything sht lier large eyls upon hfim, and lieda 9
wished ta relieve her distress. a> pulse leap ini her throat. A auddenp

Before the girl returned they bad wave of tender pity swept airer hitn,..
agreed that he should try to reach settîng his lieart ta Ïbeatinr violontly,
the small settiement miles below on fltishiig lis face witli scajdin'g heat,, -l

the river, bring back a priest andi for witli syrnpathetic insighitlie real-*
marry hier ere the mother's eyes ized that the child was siclc with ter-l
closed in death, that she miglit- die ror of him; even as lie gazed thee
with less anguisb, feeling lier child scarlet of lier lip pahed ta a bluleli
ta be left in a husband's care. white, lier figure grew more rigld.

"For 1 trust yau, Rager," she con-! Athoughlihe had lived with thénim
chuded faintly, exliausted by the pain three years the younig girl alway's had
of speech. seemed remate. She was a fanciful

"You may," hie replied simply. creature, timid, thinking hier, own
The journey must be made an, thouglits, living lier own life apart,

snawsliaes; he cauld nat return be- whîle physically 80 near. Tliey were
fore the third morning. strangers; bier mother liait sufficed,

"I shal live until I see you again," and 9he seemed scarcely to have
she said firmly. "I wilI flot die until realized bis presence. H e, on his
my Lilias is safe!"1 part, had neyer ventured to look tipont

She kept ber word. The third af- hier as a man might look upon a
ternoon brought yautb and priest,: maiden ini the enfarced intimacy of ar
and a few words gave Lilias a pro- three-roomi cabin: sanctified Iby lier
te tar. mother's adoring love, lie lad neyer

"My own, own dear child," wihis- dared ta, thin*c of lier as a possible
pered the mother hoarsely. "Rager wife. She seemed more like a child,
must lie everything ta you-fàther, beautiful, exquisite, flot ta ho touclied
mother, husband. You must learn by a mnan's rough liands-tlian a wa-
to love him, and obey hlm as you man ta share bis life.
have obeyed me. He wi 1! be kind ta "Lilias," lie repeated gently, "IwIllt
yau, belaved." Her agonized gaze Yo'u listent t me?"
entreated~ the young mani; and as bis She bowed lier liead mutely, the
blue eyes met ber dark ones steadily frightened eyes clinging ta bis face.
a look of peace passed over lier faceAcosbsvsnfahethmelr
and she died, lier strengtb spent by of a fawn be once surprised in the
the effort of wiflthat alone lept htr f thesait asaed fa hlm ilia
aive until the marriage- was solemn- i th en an fsiatd ferteipla
ized. On the follawing day the priest av ertobiprtrkelesel
left tbemn after assisting at the simple Pnd it had lied liké the wind. This
buril. frightened fawn could flot fiee-that

Wben Rager re-entered the cabin reluge was denied.
the living-room was vacant; there "Try ta. believe me, Lilias," lie con-:
were but two other rooms, bis own tinuted sliply. "You are a sacred
a narraw closet at the height of -the legacy ta me from your mother, who
huge chimney, andthe, large one oc- was my friend.' The priest's words
cupied by-mother and daughter at the have made you my bonored wife"-
left. Knocking softly lie pusbed open she shivered-'but I swear ta yau by
the door of the latter, seeking the ber dear memory that I shah! neyer
orpbaned girl. Her small face shone dlaim you as my wife unless I can
dimly tbrough the glorn Pke a whitei teach youta love me. Do you under-1
flawer at twilight, the dark masses of i stand?"
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"Through the Smaoky Ilaze He Saw the Girl, a PÎstol rropping froni er Serveleu 1Iapdes"


