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Although this is not the largest, It Is by fur the most important river in this portion of
th Hritial) territaries, on aceount of the great extent of ar ble Jand which the lower
portion of its valley nffords for agricultural devalopmant, and mueh of which is alraudy
unger egltivatianfb the inhabitants of the Selkirk Settlemant, ‘

Rad River s {ts sourca in the ssme district of marshes and Inkes, from which flows
s the Miuiul;;pi. Thin district is situated in about lat, Qﬁrt', long, 95° W, and is
olevated 860 feot nbove tho sem lovel. Tho gourse of &ﬂﬁ Kiver is slightly west of
north to where it falls into Lake Winnipeg, in lat. 504 N. ond long, 07° W, After
crasing the fiontier at Pembina, In Tat, 49", it flows with o very serpentine course for
about 180 miles through British tercitory, At 8 or 10 miles from the luke the Jand on
the banks of the river becomos sufficiently elevated to be available for sgriculture; it
stratches back for many miles on sither hand in fine rich savannahs or lightly timbored
country, Indeed, the valloy of Red River being rarely confined by lofty bunks in any
portion of its course, is valunble for settloment the whole way up stream and for &
congiderable distance south of the international line. .

OF the prairies nlong Red River only norrow strips on the top of the Lanks lave
heen yet brought under cultivation b{ the colonist, as there the land is naturally rather
higher und better drained than that lying further in the rear, both from its proximity to
the river and also from the frequont gullics éut in the soft clay soil by the numerous
smull creaks that carry off the surface water, These Fullcﬁf: ot present reach but o very
siert distance bnck from the river, but were they artificially extonded so g to serve ds
main driins, much land ot present covered by swamps und marsh would be recluimed.
As it is, however, these marshes are of con derable value to the colonist from the
abundunt ‘auppliy of natural hay which they yield. ‘The channel of Red River is flom
80 1o GO feet in depth, but occasionally the flouds in spring are so high as to ruise the
river above that level, and to inundate the prairies to a great distance on either hand,
devastating the property of the settlers. These floods sesm to occur at intervals of &
or 10 years, the lnxt having occurred in 1852, previous to one which has aguin domaged
the settlement this summer fmm . |

It is not improbuble that these floods could to n great extent be prevented by attention
to the state of the river chunnel, especially towards its mouth. Both Red River and its
lar%e tributary the Assincboine, bring down an excessive quantity of fine sediment that
graduslly fills up the chanoels wherever the forcs of the current is checked, o

From' this cause these rivers apparently increase in size for a course of years, till at
last a flood in the up}wr country towards their sources happens at the same time that
Lake Winuipeg is at & high level, ‘or that its south end js blocked by ice in early spring.
The result of this is, that the river, from the slugfiahnm of its current at its mbutg,
averflows the lip-like ridges which bound the channel, and submerges the lower country
in their rear on cither hand. During the remainder of the season in which the overfiow
occurs, the great body of water which thus accumulates only slowly escapes to the lake,
and by keeping the river in high flaod for a much longer term than usual, and until the
level of the lake hus fillen with the advancing summes, the channel is thus scoured
- out and a second flood is averted, until the river-bed has again been blocked up by the
uccunulation of sediment, Were this cleansing of the river channel cffected artificially,
20 that there should be alwaya a sufficient depth to allow the flood water to escape with
the requisite velocity under all civcumatances, the great calamity of periodic floods might
be averted from this settlement, especiaiw if these lsbours were combined with works
for ruising the banks of the river'in a few {r uces where they are below the gencral level,

Full detyils and statistis of the Hed Hiver Settlement have been recently published,
and from the study of these, as well us from my own more limited opportunities for ex.
aminution, I can entively coincide in the hopeful views which have been expressed
regarding the future development of this settlement as a British Colony.

Itx position is, however, too much isoluted for it to rogress rapidly, unless some
arrangement be made to allow of o secure system of traflic through or with the nost;-
wostern United States, for there can be no question that the nutural line of ingress to the
country is from the south, by way of St. Payls, Crow Wing, und Pembina. There are two
roytes from Crow Wing to Pembina, which is a distance of 910 miles i one of which can
only be used in winter when the swamps are frozen. The other is somewhat longer, but
as it passes out intn the plains along the border of the Sioux Indiany’ country, it 1s zome»
times dang~ - ior travellers unless they form a:strong party. |

A fewy.:  yo thess roads were in & very bad state, bngg nothing more thim trails,
without dny at.empt at grading or constructing bridges where ne IRy, o
_ The Hudson Bay Company have however now commeticed to ’ﬁ“ﬁ“@ their goods for the
fur trade. into the country by this route, and steamer plies on Red River as high as
Grahama Point, which is about 230 miles above } embing; in connexion with stage waggons




