26 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING RECENT CHANGES

T am anxious that nothing more should be said in the Commons, and that the deputies
should be able to leave‘EngTand with such an_ assurance from your Grace as would warrant.
their going back. .~ . ) SR ‘ L

I shall be obliged to.you at an early time to give this note, and the request of ‘these
gentlemen, your favourable consideration. oo ‘ N

‘ 5 . R 4 I remain, &ec.
o The Right Hon. 3 ‘ - (signed)  Joseph Hume.. .
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle. S o

[
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* While waiting for a reply to these. letters, we determined to request an interview with
Frederick Peel, Esq., ». p., Her Majesty’s Under Secretary of State for the Colonial Depart-
ment ; and having addressed him a note for that purpose, we received a polite reply from -
him, in compliance with our desire., . ‘ S “ o

. 'We proceeded to the residence of Mr. Peel; in Whitehall-gardens, on the morning of the -
9th of . August, and were received very affably. We entered at once into the objects of our
mission, having previously furnished him with printed copies of the general statements which -
we had addressed to the principal of the Colonial Department. We gave him-a truthful
description of the parties in Newfoundland for and 'against reform; of its great resources;
-itg healthful and invigorating-climate; the nature of its anomalous government; the
énormous ' amount of the Civil 'List;’ the abuses of Executive authority; the’ repeated
violations of the Council ‘and' the Executive of ‘the privileges of -the Assembly i and the
misrepreseritations of the local authorities to the Colonial Office. ‘After 'a preliminary -dis-
cussion, he asked if legislative and executive fudctions were combined in the Council ?
How many officials had-seats at the Board? -And whethér all were noninees of the Crown?
‘We particularized the number of offidials, ‘and stated’ that the entire body were Crown
nominees ; ‘he took notes of our replies. 'We detailed  the number ‘and nature of the Bills
of the Assembly which they had rejected ; and he seemed astonished:that they should have

- rejected them; particularly the Census Bill, - e e
~ He inquired if there was no' officer of the Government in the Assemblyto explain the
views of the Exccutive? We stated ‘there was the Solicitor-general; ‘but-he was not &
mcmber of ‘the Execative, and was supposed to act only according to instructions ; and that
he had been appointed to the ‘office since his election.” He ‘thén-asked-if there' was any
~obstacle to an officer of the Government being elected? We' stated there was none. ‘He
said” it was not the policy of the Imperial Government to refuse responsiblé government to
any'colony which was generally desivous of having it.' 'We said that theré ‘was'only a small
_Hiumber of ‘monopolists id Newfoundland, “who opposed ‘the introduction of: thit system.
Monopolist, he said, Was a4 stfong ‘terin} how were' they monopolists *’ and having satisfiéd

- him on that point, he asked if, in the event of responsiblé government being conceded; oW
maiy offices would be -considered political ? -and having:'stated our’views'on thishead, by a -
feference to 'those eonsidered:so in'the neighbouring colonies; he asked wheéther fvé irould coni*
$idér the Surveyor-generilship’one'of thise; as that was'asittiation vequiring some knowledge
‘of dertain duties; and somie ‘experienice 3 and h¢ thought the sume with'respect to the Collector
of Customs, . We said that we considered these offices as political ones; and with regard to
the latter, the Royal Instructions made that, official one of the Council, and consequently a
political office, He 'thén' referred to. the number of representatives as yery small” We -
“agreed with him, and’ showed our anxicty to increase ‘the number by duplication; witHout
dividing the distriats; dnd that the Council refused to assent to any increase unless by adivisidn
‘of districts, which would destroy the present impartial basis. hHe»tllen‘referred‘:tq“‘t)‘le‘mi't‘uf'e
of the present system of voling’; and inquired whether it would” not be'an “i‘xﬁpxﬁb"véﬁleﬁt to
allow, cach voter to have o 'vote' fiir each member'to be elected ; thit is, to'give n’ voter in.
‘St. Johiv’s for instance, if there wore' six candidates, six votes, and ‘allow' him'to give the
‘whole six for one'cdindidate; thus, he said, affording the minority, who might’ othierwise'be.

- untepresented, thé ‘powet of élgeting n representative? 'We did not comprehend how this
would answer, and did not, on the impulse of the mdément, express any opinion upon’it, fiir-

- ther than that'wé'should cohsider it. . Hé asked, had the ¢élony improved or received benefit
by the Legislaturd’since its  establishnient? “'We replied that it had] 'but by 50 means .
~adequate to the”amourit of taxation imposed on the people. Wi eXplained “the generdl
nature. of the ‘improverehits, in" opening” roads, "diffusing education, érécting public build-
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- -ings, &¢. " If, responsible:'government shioild. be granted, he asked, would "the: Assémbly
agsent to a”'permadént Civil List Bill? “We 'replidd'in’ tlie affirmative, provided the Bill
yere such o ofic a8 “would ‘be justified’ by, the circiltstances of the colony s that attemhpts
Had beed fade £6, pass such a measire, having a. Prospective operatisn, but s it nectssanily

rediiced the offitial slfries, 1t wad rejected By the Councils ‘that” it was’ injust ‘o maidtain

an Imperial 'scalé of saldriés'in 2 'small ‘¢olony, 't the cost of the’ colonists, atd refuse’ them
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the power, or right of reduotion’s’ that it W equally unjiust to’ iniposé upoh 190,000 colo-

Hists’ the) payient” of over 10007, sterling” yeirly for o’ Giovérhior, Who''Was; wébieiblly -

spealgig, anaoquaiitetf with (HE I, s peple acd” ékgutoest ol ey et i

: ding"ofhcials in, the island, Who have’ Usuilly thankged 16 gt the
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