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executive couneil isdated on December Ilth, 1879.' By his reqpest, heïs only on ýone com-
mitteep that of private and locâl'bilk His polities areLiberal Conservative. Héis an eflicient,

energetic business man, and useful in any positioný in -which he niay be placed. He is a
d'irector of the.Halifai and Dartmouth steain ferry company.

Mr. Stairs is a member of St. James', Presbyterian church, Dartmouth, and a man of
excellent standing in à1l the relations of life.

H-e was marri*ed on the 27th of April, 1.870, to Charlotte J., daughter of James Fogo, Esq.,
of Pictou, judge, of probate for that county, and they have three children.

wILLIAM M. BLAIR>' M.P.P.1
()NSLO W, N. S.,

T HE subject of this brief biographical *notice, Member of the Legislative Assembly, fer the.County of Colchester, and one of the- 'Most public-spirited' farmers in his district, W'àq.
born at Onslow, in that county, on- the 25th'of May, 1836. . His father, Simeon Roward Blair,

wâs born in. the saine town, and his grandfather, John Blair, was frém. New Englandcoming to,
Nova Seotia when'three years. of age. . The family wu originally froni Blair.Athol, Scotland;
went theuce to the North of Ireland, from that country emîgrated to Massachusetts, from which
Colony, now Staté, tbe great'grandfather of 'ouî subject, William. Blair, came to Nova Seotia.

The M other of William wâs' Janette . G. M.cCurdy, Who was born in Onslow, where the
family settled towards the close of the last century. He received velry -littje schoOl discipline,,
largely gelf-instructed, and hasalwa»ys been a.farmer, owning about one hundre s of

the land originally possesâed by Blair family, and cleared by his g'eat-«mndfather and
'gmn4father. He bas reclaim ed it, enriched i t, and -made it one of the best farins of the. smaller

clus in that town, or in tbe cîounty.- . Mr. Blair is one of 1he most enterprising, hard-working
men in Onslow, and ha-q- been President of the 1 Agrieultural Society of. that to * wn for eight or

nine years. He is also ' -Master of the Provincial: Grange of the Patrons of Husbaridzy, which
was organized in September, 1880* and Master of Dominion Grange for 1881, and for years bas

been one of the foremost men in the local Grange. He bas a good stock of catt le,, whiéh he is
graduàUyimprovingintendiùg.toruiith*eminto-thoroughbredDurhams.

On his farm 'is a cheese.factory, owned.by a joint. stock company, which is making about
from sixteen to twenty-five tons of cheese.annually..

ýAt twenty years of age ou.r subject joined tbe militia' -of the Province, and gradually
worked his way up until he became Lieuteýan.t -Colonel ôf the 78th Nova Seotia Highlanders,

> with head-quarters at Truro-the only regiment Pf Highlanders in the Province.,
ColoeeLBlair was elected to Parliament at the general election held in ýSeptember, 1878j

and is serving-his. first terin in a legislative body. His politics are Liberal-Conservative, the
principles of which party he regards M fôr.the best interest of the Province and Démilàon.

The Colonel bas some funds invested in a dry-goods store at Truro, he being. of the* firm'* of
Blair and Cutten,. the business being managed by his partner, a prudent and.. careful trader, and
ovnis. one-third of the Union Woollen MiRs, at Truro.

He is a Free Mason of the 4th degree, and waes for some years Master of the Truro Lodge';
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