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THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THIE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE 80.~Acts xvira 11,
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CPHOUGHTS ON THE Llst. PSALM,
O ‘Thon, who to the lifeless clay
Diddst speak, nnd bad’st it be ;
A greater, nobler power display
And bid it live to the,

Revive thy work, thy work of grace,
Thon - Energy Divine:

The imnge of Thysell retrace,
And stamp my spirit Thine,

My senspa--iustruments of shame,
Trausfurm and monld anew :

And teaeh them, with another aim,
Thy glory to pursue,

The hearing ear, the eye insee,
e tangue to praise Thee, give

And stablish Thine abode i me,
Aud make it ¢ Christ to live!

Then mine for aye shall be the joy
A strunger may not know ;
Foretaste of bliss without alloy,
The pledge of heaven, below.
.M.

MEDITATION FOR LENT.

Qur blessed Tord declares (Matthew ix,
12, 13) ¢ They that be whole need not aphy-
sician, but they that are sick ; T am not come
to call the righteous, hut sinners to repent-
ance.”” Thus he teaches us that he calls
sinners verily, but he calls them to repentance.
it follows that no one can come to the ford
without true repentance, real faith, and turning
from iniquity.

But repentance is a dying unto sin throngh
veal grief and sorrow, and through fuith is
ohtained forgiveness of sins.  And this is not
effected withoul brakennrss of heart and cru-
cifying of the flesh.  Wherefore the apostle
cafls it ¢ repentance from dead works,” which
means the works upon which death doth
follow. 11, then, sm:‘\ works are not departed
from, man cannot he profited by Christ with
all hus merits ¢ seeing that our Lond describes
himself as a physician, and - that his precious
blood is to be healing medicine.  Bat the most
valuable medicine brings neither help nor
healing, if the patient will noet uhstain from
the use of that which hurts him.  Evenso the

“blood-shedding and death of Christ help not
him who will not abstain frorn sin; wherefore
“8G Paul saps (Galo v. 2135 @ They which -do
~“such things {meaning: tha works of the flesh)
< shall not inhesit the kingdom of God,” that is,
 they have no part in: Christ. Moreover, if
- Christ.-and hisprecious blood is 1o be our
medicine, we must first of all be sick,;For
S itisnet the whole bt the sick that need'a

repent of their sins, norwill-have their: heart
= broken ‘and f eonirite; nor “are “afraid ol “the
“divine vraih,nor fee worldLy lusts and despise

in‘glary, riches; ‘and - sensuality: th |
 the) tof a'physician,

sicky they.feel not the wan
and: Christ: profiteth them Hothing. s 00
oo Lety then, this ba deeply  impressed. - upon
you: Christ is ‘come 0. call sinners; but'he
-calls'them to repentance. And why 1 because
none bt a heart eontrite) broken, and helieving
is susceptible of the benefit of Christ’s merit,
‘blood-shedding, and death, And blessed is
the man who feels in his- heart this holy call;
who sorrows over sin with # repentance unto
salvation ‘not to be repented of. (2 Cor. vit.
10.) The Uoly Ghest worketl this wodly
sorrow thraugh the law and eamest conside-
tation of the bitter sufferings of Chiist. T his
sufferings repentance is preached, and the ter-
_rors of God's wrath are exhibited asin a mirror,
and then again the mercy of God is preached
in the same sufferings,  For econsider why it
is that" our blessed Lord suffered so bitler a
death it §s even on  account of our sius.
And again congider how God @ved us, seeing
that ke gave his Son forus. (Rom.v.8.)
Thus you see hoth the justice and the mercy
of God.

How then should he who believes in Jesus,
take pleasure in sin, or be unwilling to re-
nounce that on account of which Christ had
to'shed his blond and breathe ont his life ?
Behald the deep humiliation and contempt
with which he had to expiate our pride and am-
bition, and wouldest thou aHow pride in thee,
.and pant for the honours which the world can
give 7 With what poverty has Christ had to
expiate thy covelousness, and art thou dis-
salisfied and cravest carthly riches 7 What
sorrow and anguish unto death has he had to
endure .lo expiate thy carnal lusts, and wilt
thou, yet take pleasure in the lusts of the

Mesh 2. How. can. that be pleasure to thee
which was bitter pain to thy Master Jesus ?
llow can that give thee juy which mmda him
sorrowful unto death 7 "With what profound
-Meekness and unwearied patience did thy
Master endure wrong, to expiate thy anger,
hatred, malice, bitterness, and implacable
«mind, -and _dost thou get angry and think
-Tevenge as. sweet as life 7 Is that sweet to
thee for which thy Lord cmplied the bitter
~.cup of crucifixion 7 4 ;
w0 AlL those,  then, “who  call themselves
: Chr!slmns and - abstain “not from sin, crucify
Christ afrosh and put him to an open shame.
1‘<"“h(-. vi. 6.5 They can have no pactin the
-Sullerings of .Christ, seeing . that they tread
~ Under foot the ;Son of .God ;- they -count the
-, Jood of the covenant an unholy thing, count-
2 g it:a thing which-doos not. cleanse them
Jdvm sin ;- ey regarid not:its being shed. as
-8 Tansom - far’ theie. sin,and so they even do
- -despile unto the Spirit of grace. 1€ by _their
Bodless ‘lifo thay thus despise and_eject the
:Bteatmarcy offered 1o them, - the very blood
+0F Christ must cry vengeance.upon them, and
deliver them over Lo the tighteous judgment
Of: God—and it is a foarful - thing to: fall. into
’}l"-': l."’,“"ls of the. living God. (lebr, x. 3L~
rom Pnyr  Crmysrianery by Johunn Arad,
“'";“"‘:g lS gtp’f.‘_z’ir‘llcm"l‘cn( Q/':lhc» Cle 18Y o_f ,Z""Hc?
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physician.’: But thiose are not sick who aeither

ey are |

FOR THE MOURNING. CHRISTIAN.

Our Lord marks whatis peculiarto the flesh,

but never condemng a sinless infirmity of the
body. e accepts the homageof the heart,
even when the outward postute seems to ex-
press the very conteary.  Our Lord submilted
to learn by experience, that, having been tried
in all points like as we are,he might be able to
sympathize with us.  See how in the garden,
when shamefully left by his disciples to watch
alone, -he graciously supplied from his. own
knowledge that one only consideration which
could extenuate their conduct, & The spirit
is willing but the flesh is weak ?  Ilere is a
distinction whieh the mourning Christian often
overlooks. Tle condemns himself at times in
matters which are referable only to physical
canses.  The state of his health, -the tone of
the nervons system, the influence of the
weather, are some of the agents which pro-
duce low and desponding  thoughts. Ife
charges himsell with unbeltel and” distrust of
God, and wishes to resemble others whom he
sees cabin and cheerful in their deportment,
He forgets that such happy frames of mind
may be entirely owing 1o the influence of
health and good animal spirits, as his own de-
pression is the consequence of the reverse,
Therefore, let him learn to distinguish betwey
his flesh and his spirit. While he onght no
more to rest contented  with a desponding
mind, than with a diseased bady, yet let him
be persuaded that the gond Physician wnler-
stands the cause of his depressions.  Let him
not then shrink back from prayer under a
sense of unworthines.  Let him not say.
“ When Foam in this state I canuot proy’?
You may.indeed, not be able o enmaze in
wayer in the stme manner as when'in health
(mt remember, the Lord does not now dissite
yon to-do soy he only expeels vou to pray
acrording to your state, Thisy indeed s one
of the wreat requisites in prayver.  Let every
man present himsell in the spinit before the
Great Hizh Priest, as didthe diseased of every
mame i the days of his flesh, They never
thonght of approaching him as they were net,
but ag they were. 11, then, your praver must
be short, let it be spreiale Lay open youwr
case as it really is. Conless all vou feell and
all you fear.  Again and again do - the same,
Conceal nething,” The Lord luves an open-
heatted  washipper. Deplore the State of
your budily hieulth, and of your mentid con-
stitntion. 1l can’ give you balinfor both,
Ask, and hie will zive you a blessing.: Retarn
quickly with thanksgiving, and you shall.ob-
tain another. S s

:But ‘the ‘desponding  Christian, may - sink
deeper into (e waters of “tranble. He miy be
heard {o” sayy <& Uodind so amany hinderances
without and within. =1 esundt-gain: the ny;
fery overmy spint. When . Istrive to_ pray,
it with me, - Whed '] would de

Sameinwerthy: thaught geimo-
ve stugi elf to' ¥ mindi Fa ni
bt singe [ean netther jravy hot loveyinat g
rify. God,as T oughts . This s ‘a ddeep and
painful-experionce + hub it is also fright and
good, The conclusion is quite correct. - The
individaal iz, in himsell, nothing hutsing And
it is an vasprakable mercy tn be so led of God
as o have made the discovery. "The stirving
of the pool does not originate, hut only mani-
fusts, its corruption.  What you now feelis
only a bringing to light that which otherwise
vou would not have befieved.  1Cis ae umy
thing., To God it was known long befure,
Even now the Holy One discems, in the daik
depth of the heart, far more than the muost des-
ponding mind can deteet, . What then is the
intention of the wood Spirit in opaning the eye
upon the depravity within 1 Juis o lead the
Christian from sell to Christ.  We are lengin
the school of the Gospel before we Jeam our
utter nathingness, Noctrinally, perhaps, we
know it at the very commencement. Bt
there is a wide difference between theoretical
and practical knowledge. 1t is easy to say,
¢ [ am asinner, and can do nothing good of
mysell.”  Even while we so speak, there of-
ten lurks within us a secret expectation and
desire, to find somewhat good in our own na-
tnre.  We trust that after some years passed in
a religious course, we may pereeive such an
increase of religious feeling as shall preclude
wandering thoughts, nuruly desives, coldness
of affection, and forgetfulness of God.  But
we forgot that the  old man,’is so essentially
evil, that it cannot be made fruitful of good;
that therefore - Scripture speaks of 1t as
« crucified ;™ and that we cannot gel rid of it
altogether while we live, and can only keep
it in check—mortify it. \We ought to remem-
ber that we are but as waste land, which is
being brought into cullivation by the great
Husbandman; and that it is alone by his
unceasing care, and continual implanting of
good seed, that we can yield any increase.
Leave the finest garden alone, it soon he-
comes n wilderness,  Who would suppose
that in its clean and fruitfal beds, lie count-
less secds of noxious weeds?  Tho heart of
man is as A garden.  Should il boast, let the
wardener leave it for o time, that it may learn
what it is in itselt.  This the all-wise God
sees it often necessary to do. ‘Then the Chris-
tian discovers (hat the seeds of  innumerable
evils are in his heart, and after many yeurs of
wholesome culture aud extended usefulness,
he is astonished and grieved, to find. that
nothing but sin is in ils native produce.. 2 :\}l
goodness in man is nnplnnlcd.. A“lll.s-ngh,tgous.-
ness is n veflection of that of Christ . To be
at all pure and bright, we must r'cvolve uro_nud
ihe greal Sun.  The moon derives her l}ght
from the superior orbe Lo herself she is a
dark ball, - So the Christian, We s fair
through' thei comelindss - whicli Clmfi puts
‘upon him ; but still he is Dlack in his own
nature.  When he first discovers this, he feels
confounded and paralyzed.  Yet he ought to
have known, and remembered, that |‘|c was
always so, -~ e never shonld have yz.\ivcctc(l

o< {furnigator:

to have found it otherwise. . [t is gaod that
he should be no longer self-deceived. [lis eye
must be opened to the reality of his natural
state, that so he may learn to reckon it as
“dead,” and never expect from it the living
fruits “of haliness.—Christ on the Cross, by
the Rev. John Stevenson.

THE RIGHT SORT OF FASTING.
From the 16th Homily of the Church.

Good works are not all of one sort, For
some are of themselves, and of their own
proper nature, always good 3 as to love God
above all things, to love thy neighbour as
thyself, to honour thy father and mother, to
honour the higher powers, to give to every
man that which is his due, and such like.
Other works there be which, considered in
themselves without further respect, are of their
own nature merely indifferent ; thatis, neither
good nor evil, but take  their denomination of
the use or end whereuntp they serve.  Which
works having a good end, are called good
works, and are so indeed ; but yet that cometh
rot of themselves, but of the good end where-
unto they are yeferred, On the other side,
if the end that they serve unto be evil, it can-
not then otherwise be bat that they nust needs
be evil aleo,

OF this sort of worksis fasting ; which of it~
self isa thing merely inditferent, butis made
better or worse by the end that it serveth unto,
For when it respecteth a good end. it is a good
work ; but, the end of it beinz evil, the work
itself is also evil.

To fast, then, with this persuasion of mind,
thatour fusting and ather zood works eun make
us good, perfect, snd just aneng and fnally
bring us {0 heaven, isa devilish persnasion
aud that tast isso far ofi from plessing of God,
thut it refuseth his merey, @ is altogether
derogatory to the mentsof Christ’s death, and
his precions bloed-shedding. This doth the
parable of the pharisee andthe publican teach,
Two men, saith Christy weot up tozether into
the temple to pray : the oae a pharisee, the
other a publican,  The phatisee stooad and
praved thus with himself: | thank thee, O
God, that Fam not as other tien are, extor-
tieners, nnjust, adulterers, and as this poblican
is: L fust twice in the week, [ gmive tithes of
all that 1 pogsess. The pubtican stoad afaroff,
and would Hot [ift up his eves to heaven s but
siole-his breast, and said, God beomereiful to
me a sinners la the. penea ol this pharisee,
our Saviour. Chyist settethout 1o the eye aud
to the judwinent of the world, 3 pesfeet, just,

| aud righteous inan 3 such'aone as’is notspotted

with these vices, that ‘men ™ commenly are
infertad wihy extostiony bribery, polling and
piihng-theit neighboursy robbers and spotlers of
‘capifnonwaals, cralty,amd subtilin chapping
dil Changing, using false woights ol detest-
able * perjury in. theirhaying cand selling,
sy adulterers,and.vicions liver
filtarisee’was no sueh i, geither faalty in
Wiy saeh like notorias Criniel i Rut Where
otier Gansgressed by leavirig - things wndone,
which the Lawi reynired, this man’ did: more,
than was requisite by the Law s tor he “fasted
twied in the werk, and mave Githes of all that
he hads What could the!workd then justly
Blane in this man 2 Yea, whatoutward thing
more conld be desired o be in b, to make
him a perfect vl a more jost man?  Truly,
nothing hy "man’s judrment: and yet our
Naviewr Christ preferred the poor publican
without fasting, before him with the fast, The
canse why be dath soods manifests for the
publicon fuvine no wood works at all to trust
ey yickdud up nimsdl unte Gal, conlessing
hissins, and hoped certainly to be saved by
Got's free merey only,  The pharisee zlotied
and trusted so much to his works, that he
thonght himsell sure enough without mercy,
and that he should come to heaven by his
fasting and other deeds.  To this end serveth
that parable : for it is spoken to them that
trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and despised others.  Now, because the pha-~
risee directed his works to an evil end, seeking
by them justification—which indeed is the
proper work of God without our merits—his
fasting twice in the weck, and all his other
works, though they were never so many, and
scemed lo the world never so good and holy,
yet in very deed before God they are alto-
gether evil and abominable.

The mark also, that the hypocrites shoot at
with their fast, is, to appear holy in the eye of
the world, and so to win commendation and
praise of men.  But our Saviour Christ saith
of them, They have their reward ; that is,
they have praise and commendation of men,
hut of Gad they have none at all.  For what-
socver tendeth to an evil end, is itself, by that
evil endy made evil also.

Again, so long as we keep ungodliness in
our hearts, and sutler wicked thoughts to tarry
there, though we fast as often as did either
St. Paul or Jobn Baptist, and keep it as strictly
as did the Ninevites, yet shall it be not only
unprofitable to us, but also a thing that greatly
displeaseth Almighty God. - For he saith that
his' soul abhorreth and hateth such fastings,
yea, they are a burthen unto him, and heo is
weary ‘of bearing them, And therefore, he
inveigheth most sharply against them, saving
by the mouth of the Prophet Isaiah, Behold,
when you fast, your Just remaineth still, for ye
do no fess violence to- your dehlors. Lo, ye
fast 1o strife and debate; and to smite with the
fist.of wickedness, Now ' ye shall not fast
thus, that you make - yonr voice to be heard
above. " Think ye this fust pleaseth me, that
a man :should:-chasten - himself “for a day ?
Should:that be called a fasting, ora day that
pleaseth the Lord? Now, dearly beloved,
seeing: that Almighty God alloweth not our
fast for the work’s sake, but chielly vespecteth
onr- hearty, how it s affected ; snd-then os-
teemeth our fast eithergood ov evil, by the
chd ‘that il serveth fory itis our part o rend

our hearls,> and nol our‘garments, "as we ark

Akt

advertiseil by the Prophet Joel: that “is, our
sorrow and moarming must be inward in heart,
and not in outward show only ;5 yea, it is re-
quisite that first, before all things, we cleanse
out hearls from sin, and then direct our fast to
such an end as God will allow to be good.

There be three ends, whereunto it our fast
he directed, it is then a work profitable to us,
and accepted of God. )

The fivst is, to chastise the flesh, that it
he not too wanton, but tamed and brought in
subjection to the spirit.  This respect had
St Paul in bis fast, when he said, [ chastise
my body, and bring it into subjection, lest by
any means it cometh to pass, that, when |
have preached to others, [ myself be found a
casl-nway.

The second, that the spirit may be more
earnest and fervent to prayer. To this end
fasted the Prophets and Teachers that were
at Antinch, before they sent forth Paul and
Barnabas to preach the Gospel.  The same
two Apostles fasted for the like purpose,
when they commended to God, by their ear-
nest prayers, the congregaiipns that were
at Antioch, Pisidia, feonjum, Lystra; as we
read in the Acts of the Apostles. .

The third, that our fast be a testimony
and witness with us before God, of our humble
submission -to his high Majesty, when we
confess and acknowledge our sins unto him,
and are inwardly touched with sorrow, ful-
ness of heart, bewuiling the same in the
atflictions of onr bodies.  These are the three
endds or right uses of fasting, - The flist be-
fongeth most properly o private fasts: the
other two are comeson, as well Lo public faste,
as to private: and thus much for the use of
fasting.  Lord; have mercy upon us, and give
us grace, that while we live ju this miserable
world, we mayv thraneh thy help bring lorth
this and such ather fruits of the Spirity ¢om-
mended and commanded in thy holy word
to the glory of thy neme, and (o eur comforts,
that, after the race of this wretched life, we
mav live everlastingly with thee in thy hea-
venly kingdom, not for the merits and wor-
thiness of onrworks, but for thy mercies’ sake
and the merits of thy dear Son Jesus Christ:
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be
all laud, bonour, and glory, for ever and
ever,  Amen.

ABSTINENCE IN LENT,

A PLEDGE TO HATITUAL ABSTINENCE THE -

: ‘ U YEAR ROUND, o
Another “particnlar generally - included in
Lent observances, and much ‘relied on, - 1s ab=
stinierice, in-a greater-or.less degree, from cus-:
tomary worldly pleasures, -anil worldly grati=
Ateations s nay,the: renunciation of worldly,
interconrsey and: social visiting, and-:compa-
ralive'seclusion, during this:season, is insisted
on- by same “as “highly conducive, if ot
ntial to the welfare of thesoul:: Butsif this.
herthe /e h.Tiwould asky? it such:
salutary restraiits, suchiwholesome e zulations;
to. Lent? - Ifsuch abstinencey  such - tetire-
ment, bereally conducive. to - godly  growth
at one “time, why not-equally so at-another?
Is.the soul, then, in peculiar: jeopardy during
Lent, so that "watchings, and. fastings, and
self-denials are then especially neediul, which
may, with perfectsecurity, or without da-
mage, be dispensed with during the rest of the
ymfx-? Or are gateties, and vanities, and
worldly amusements, and woild'y conformities,
less injurinus to the spiritual life, less incon-
sistent with Gospel principles, less prejudicial
to heavenly meetness, duting the rest of the
vear than during Lent? Or is it that the
Gospel itself prescribes, or sanctions, these
porindical seasons of self-denial und spiritual
exertion in the Divine life, to bo relaxed and
intermitted by protracted intervals of world-
liness amd  seli-gratification—a month, for
instance, of fasting and seclusion, to be sue-
ceaded by eleven of worldly conformity, and
fashionable folly 2 Did our blessed Suviour
then, when, in his last supplication for his
disciples, he characterized themw as  not of
the world, even as he was nol of the world,”
teally meun this—that they were not fo be of
the world during Lent, or at any other parti-
eular period, as distinet {rom the vest of their
time, so that during the test of their time they
might, with propriety, and Christian consis-
tency, be of ¢ the world 7 Judging from his
own character, here proposed as their example,
and exhibited, indeed, as their pattemn, can
the shadow of a foundation be shown {for such
a supposition 7 Look al the Saviour’s cha-
racter: examineg it throughout ; mark well his
life on all its incidents, in all its bearings, from
Bethlehem to Calvary 3 where, or when, was
seen on him the impressof the world 7 A man,
he was, devoted to the world’s interest—aye,
devoted unto the death! A man he was, to
be fornd often amidst the world, labouring in
its behalf, ministering (o its necessities, re-
proving it iniquities, bearing its griefs! A
man in the world frequent, but ofthe world
aever! Where, then, or what the Christian's
warrant to be of the world ever, at one time
wore than another? Or what the foundation
for the vain distinction attempted to be draivn,
in reference to the lawfulness of worldly con-
formily - betwixt one season- and another—
betwixt Lent, and the rest of the year? Alas!
the history, as to the cause of all this delusion
and self-deception—of :the complacency in
periodical abstinence from worldliness “and
self-gratification, with the full purpose of a
speedy and joyons return of ity is to he traced
to utterly mistaken views of relivion from first
to last; to the miserably erroncous notion o

consists in a kind of periodical “eflort, “or se-
parate practice—practice: separate " from- the
general “habits, experience,” oecupationsy and;
pleasures “of | life—praclice involving ‘a- de-.
tached service of so-much time, -and. so
‘mneh work 3 a something to-be done, now

and :then, at “certain’ times, and  seasons,
and inder certuin, circumstances,—on  Sun.

commonly and readily “adopted, that religion |

days and Lent-days, and on certain hours
of other days, and by - certain- exercises at
these times, and during these hours! in-
stead of being what alone it is, the very life
of God in the soul of mau; a high, holy,
heavenly principle, drawing the soul with all
its affections to God, as the Godof its salva-
tion ; inducing a cordial, delightful, voluntary
surrender of itself at all times, and in all cir-
cumstances to his will ; and constraining an
effort, not periodical and parttial, but universal,
unvarying, determined to be by grace con-
formed daily, hourly, momentarily, more and
inore after the image of Him, who is himself
the image of God, ¢ the brightness of his
Father’s glory, and the express image of his
person.’* ~ This is the mistake, the fatal,
melancholy mistake ; no marvel, then, at the
consequences that flow from it; they follow
of course. Since religion is only a partial
thing, worldly renunciation need only be
partial too. The season of Lent rigidly ob-
served, with its fastings and severilies, its
retirements and daties, will go far towards
meeting the requirements. It will satisfy the
demand of conscience on this head, and be, at
least, a satisfactory set-off against the habi-
tual follics and worldly conformity of the rest
of the year!

But, it may be asked, may not periodical
seasons of -religious retirement be profitably
adopted ? - May not the Christian advantage-
ously set apart certain times in the year for
especial attention to his spiritual interests ;
and, in order to this, prescribe to himself at
such tines more than ordinary seclusion from
secular concerns, and worldly associutions {
Men of business, for instance: is not such a
conrse highly heneficial, and desirable in their
case at jeast 2 To tLis I reply at once —that,
however cases and circumstances ‘may occur,
wherein the desirableness of such a course may
be admitted, still at last, be the cases and cir-
cumstances what they may, it will infallibly
be found, that not the yearly, nor the morthly,
nor even the weekly alone, but the daily re-
curring periods of religious retirement are the
periods, on the observance of which the soul’s
health and interest really depend ; that itis
the liabit of daily intercourse and communion
with God, the appointment of daily seasous
for holy exercises and serious meditation, re-
gularly adhered to and diligently - improved,
that effectually. secure growth in- grace,. and
final maturity in tic Divine life I Alone with
God in the chamber;. deliberately calmly, .
thoughtlully,—once, twice, thrice in the day ;.
the door shut, the:Bible:open 'y the warld with
its: husiness asiwell as its:pleasures excluded ;
the .presence of ;the: Saviour tealized;: the
Spirit’s influence sought.! This is‘the system of
retirement, these theseasons whicli will-really -
be found ‘profitablé to the'soul :/and if'a man’s
bisiness be such;~so
averwhelning. an
ol arrange for thies gremaing it
can’ suggest, bl i-hediminish-[that!
businessand’ the - 'sconerrthe *betier !y for
otherwise . he is .endangering his ‘soul for' ths.
warld’s “gain 3 and assuredly ‘no periodical:
seasons of supposed-devotion, be they yearly,
monthly, or weekly, wili serve to ramedy the
evily'or prevent the catastrophe he is hurrying
upon himself.

Invegard to renunciation of the world, the
same principle must be maintained. It is not
the temporary separation from its customary
follies; it is not the periodical abandonment
of its pleasures, and seclusion from iis society 3
but it is the habitual renunciation of world-
liness itself, by the systematic relinquishment
of all those things, at all times, which tend to
engender its spirit, and foster its practice,
which stamps with reality the Christian’s pro-
fession, and invests with certainty the Chris-
tian’s hope ! Where thisis practised, little
else is wanting, and little else need, i believe,
be added, in the way of periodical seclusion;
while, where this is yor practised, NoTHING
£LsE in the way of periodical seclusion will
be found to supply the deficiency ; or to in~
volve ought to the soul, save lamentable de-
lusion in this world, and still more lamentable
rein in that to come.—From Lent Usages,
by the Rev. Capel Molyncur, B. 4.

GENIUS OF THE ORDER OF THE
JESUITS.

Unhappily for mankind, the vast influence
which the order of Jesuits.acquired by all
these different means, has been often asserted
with the most pernicious effect. Such was the
tendency of that diseipline observed by the
socicty in forming its members, and such the
fundamental maxims in its constitution, that#
every Jesuit was taught fo regard the inferest
of the omder as the capital object to which
evary consideration was to be sacrificed. "The
spirit of attachment to their order, the niost
ardent perbaps that ever influenced any hody
of men, is the characteristic. principle of the
Jesuits, and serves as a key to the genius of
their policy as well as the peculiarities in
their sentiments and conduct. a

"As it was for the honour-and - advantage of
the society thal its members should yossess an
aseendant over persons in high rank or of ereat
power; the desire of acquiriug and preservime -
sueh a direction of their conduct with ‘greater
facility, has led the. Jesnits' to propagate’a
system of relaxed and pliant morality, - which
accommodates itself to “the passions, of men,
which justifies their: vices, which tolérates
their perfections;” which ~ authorizss - alnast
évery.action that the most andacious or crafty
politician would wish to perpetrate. 7

As the prosperity.: of the . order was inli-
mately connected with the preservation of the
papal’authority, the Josuits, influenced by the -
stime-principle of attachment to"thé: finterestis.
of their society, have been the most zealous -
patrons of those doctrines which tend to exult
ccclesiastical power on the ruins/of civ 1 gov<
ernment, . They have atiributad to, the court-

of Rome o jurisdiction as‘extensive wivl ab




