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This paîper was rend, as views on tic saine subjeet had been prescaated by al
reader l)efbre the laîstitute soaie tiane previoxisiy. Such formner paîper had Inot, iii
the Opinion of Uic Prescaît reader, cxhaustcd tlic subjcct, nor treated it qiaite justiy
or iii eue proportion, but hiad ratier cularged tapon the filits of the Indians withouit
giviîig due- Nveighit to their better quailities, the reader beiaîg inipressed %vith, the
imphortanice of utiderstandiiig and recogaiia"ii 'hat good. tiiere is in those luder
our care uînd tutelage, andI liow any iiinfortanate aniistakes inîîy hiave beeaii in the
past, aîîd i)ossibiy anay bc in the future, avoided by a better kiaoviedge of whaîit
the Itîdiaxa lias been, is. aaid înay bic.

The Indiany as -a siubject of whiclb so unaaay bave, written, lias been iii tiis.
respect ait a great disadvautage, an(1 lias been trcated witl intmac injustice, because,
firstiy, lais history lias, tba' the most part, becai written by lais eneanies ; sccondly,
most wvritcrs have formnced thacir impressionîs froin trihes vhîici Ji.-ve bceea deteri-
orated froin contact %vith însertapuiloîs vhaites, diminislied by iîiteanperaîace aaad
tic dise:ises which liave ever anarked the advauce of civilizatioaî, inapoverislied
by the destruction of their accîîstomed means of subsisteaice, anad dishieartcned anîd
disl)irited by the change iii their circuinstatîces ;aud Ia-stly, bccauisc it lias hecai a
coaianiiota I)ractice to gautge tulîian iiby a Europcaîî standariid. Tiiast, liowever-,
may bic rcgarded as n iiiiiateational but vcry markcd tribute to the inatc muerits
of the Ilîditii, fur othier unicivilized people have laeeîî described cithier witlaout
refercaîce to other conîditionas thian thiose iii whaich the ivriters happeaîed to lind
tlîeîn, or by coinparisoni w'ith people of siijiar circuînstaaîces.

'rue reader rcviewcd the varions traits of tbc Ianian chaira-tter ait leîagtlî, and
conicided ais follows

Whiile the policy of oui- Governanienit bas ever beca i. a :nd commnnidablc,
and lias been generally boaîestly cairricd oiit by the exectîtive agents anîd oficers.,
I cannot but thiiuk that in one respect a grave inistake hias becai coauanoaîly miade
by thiose cliarged with diffes briniging thîcîn jaîto imaniediate contact Ivith the
luîdiaiis, hotu officiais aind others, anîd perliaips especiailly missiouairies, whose
mcthods arc aîpt to bic îandîly patronizing. The Iiiat is i-, manay reslpects '-hild-
like, kîîowviig thit the whaite mîan's kniovlcdgc is sîmperior to bis, anîd, thinrcforc,
wlieaî his tutelage begiîîs lie eniters juîto a relation as regards the vhites siiuilar
to that of pupil aud teachcer. Thîis coandition is omie of maînch diflieulty, requirimîg
anaagemecnt with a tact anîd skill sucb as fcw people are able to exer-cise. If the
ldiali wcm*e treat-ed -as a friend arad equal rathier thaui ais a, pampil or dependemît, I
believe lais advanceaneaat %vouid bc more certaina anid speedy. Ilidividual caises of
Indianms revoltiaîg, amad perhaaps witla littie or nIo apparent reasoti, frorn tlîe guid-
aîîce or coutrol of agents or issionaries wvili no dloubt occur in the experience of
siali people, w~ithout their perceiviîîg tlîat a certain amnount of faîult may lie with
thinsci ves. I do utot uvisli to li îîiderstood as unduly criticisixag citiier agent or
missonaary, foi- iii Cananda I an conviaiccd thiat ouî Inidian agents as a ciass are men
conapetent and uveli worthy of the great trust aaîd responsîbility imnposedl tipoaî
tliem, as 1 ertaindy kniow some of then to be and for the unîssionaries 1 have tlac
bighest, respect, believiîîg thait upomi the faithful performance of their duties, more
tlîaî amîytlig else, depends tue future wcliare of the Indian as a civilized citizen.


