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CONFERENCE AT CDCAJfADL-

Once a year the missionaries from the maritime
provinces met in conférence witb tbose fromn Ontario
and Quebec. 1 remember being preqent at the
second conférence just zgft'è-r1-'eachea India. It
vas flot a.very.large meetinig. A fev years later tbe
conference met. àt Akidu. If I remember igbtly
there wee just eigb't present. We have gTOwDsinice
then, and this year we met ait Cocan .ada train the
.4th ta the i6tb january. There were vry few
j nxidladies present, but the two, wbose wedding

days were only a month past, were among them ; and
of course this lentn added cbatm te the, gathering,
Personal sickness kept Mii. Churchill at home, and
ber huisband and daugbter were kept ton. The ill-
ness of another kept Mrs'. Saniford'-at .home, so vie
were deniéd the great pleasuire of welcomiog. tbese
old friends.

The first hour ef each triorning session and the
first bafrbôur of each afternoen were spent ini devo-
tional exercises. 'Phe last aflernoon was 1given 1up ta
a devotional meeting. The leaflers of thèse meetings
had eacb rame speciai passage of the Word, and
sorne special thought ihat *as heiptul, 1 'tbink we
were ai refreshed in these meetings. Mr, McLUod,
as retiring President, addressed us on Christ as a
missionaxy, and gave utterance to soine inspiring
thougbîs. His address wiii probably be publisbed in
somte periodicai. It viii do up good te read it.

The reports (rom the various fields were read and
some timewas given te prayer alter each report or
each group of reports. Listening te these accounts
of one anotber's work and asking information concern-
ing interesting points in tbe reports is an exercise most
greatly enjoyed by somte of us. We vere sorry te see
that comparatively littie grovtb in numbers hsd taken
place in tht church, probably there bas been some
growth in many ether ways. We dld flot get a sum-
mary.o! thse Sunday School statisticsa fr the Maritimxe
Province mission, but the Ontario and Quebec fields
reported 149 schools, 272 teachers and 3906 schoiars,
this being a net gain Of 46 scheOis, 58 teachers and
854 schoiars.

A large part of one session vas devoted te a dis.
- tssion--on the liquor-and-opium que-itions and te

prayer for temperance workers and the victints cf
intemperance. A committee vas appointed te secure
statistics in regard te the use of liquor and opium by
both Christians and non-Chrissians.

Neit year or confererice.gives;way tâ-quinquenniai
conference in vhich the American Baptists mission-
aries join us. I hope -tbat we say. all have greater
progress te rèport as-the res uitof eut yack in this the
last year cf the s9 tb century.

After eur-Union Conference closed ve af Ontario
and'Quebec spent tva daya and a haif aver business
connected vith or mission., Then 'the, Godavari
Association met at Samaikot 'for four days,ý duiring
whicb the Telugu 1bretbren and sisters, had -a gond
tinte. So ended the-anniversaies cf the x9 th cen-
tury!

-JOHN'CitAIG.

.ZE1U.RA WORK REplôni FR01 JULY Tg
DECEMPER, 1899.

Not b1 raiffit ilor by power,'but by msy sptrlt &Mth tt Lord

During tht st six months 1 have visited a larger
number o! bouses than ever before, 86 in all, eut of
a total et 88, makirig altogether .276 visita reaching
about 300 Or more difféent women wit4 the Gospel.

O~these bouses seven wert nev ones. The above
rren ' ts oniy q r days work, evi.ng 'te a -speil of

iI.ess which iasted over. a month. , T'he bouses
visited by me are ný,t.ailltrictly zenana4, as saine
castes permmlflhelr vomen to go out inte the rîtreet
aS ail tintes. Brahmins and Coentees vbich are the
next.higbest and Goldsmiths ail] permit this liberty.
I have ne Brahmits bouses, but sometimes meet the
vomen in a Ceentee bouse, they.make a very intelli.
gent audience as a rule, but are difficuit te rea ,
because et caste. prejudîces. 1 have quise s few of
the other tve castes, hevever. Perbaps the most
enceuraging festure cf the verk this terrm aise, is the
increase in the number e! new bouses, vhich means
ef course fresh vomen mesS et vhom, if any, have
neyer heard the name ot Jesus even. . And in
every case it bas been threugh their ovin pressing
invitation that I have begun te visit tbem. There is
ne need for us te seek fresh work, it is aiways effering
and I do realize aS times thaSt it is more than 1 can
do single-harided. -

Lessons in reading.are net alvays easy to give
because. tht pupils are often young mothers vhose
titue and thoughts are ail taken up with their new
toy, tbe ',baby." Tvo young vonten wbo were


