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CHRISTMAS 1t

[
Before next week's RuCORD can

reach its readers the great feast of
Christmas will have come and gone.
The wisdom of the Catholic Church
in commemorating great
which are vitally interwoven with
religion is evidenced in a degree
truly remarkable in the happy and |
holy feast of Christmas. Not alone
within the Church whose limits are |
the ends of the earth, but without
the fold, to minds and hearts every- |
where in the civilized world Christ- |
mas comes bringing with it the holi

est and happiest influences.

events
|

S

In some |
gsense, in a very real sense, Chriet is
born again in countless hearts and
minds. Overshadowed again as it is
by the awful tragedy of Christendom
at war Christmas brings its joys, its |
blessings and its graces, and breathes
over all the spirit of peace to men of |
good-will, was the need of |
Christmas so great. Its message
with all its deep significance is the
one gleam of hope in a darkened
world.

To all our readers and friends the
CarHOLIC RECORD wishes a happy, |
holy and—in a true sense of the time
honored expression—a merry Christ-

Never

treme spirit of individualism unfite
them for life in a democracy.”

This is not a plea for the Oatholic
Church as the sole power that can
save democracy from the vagaries
of Protestant individualism. The
writer is not a Catholic nor is he
considering religious claims or con-
troversies. His ie the trained mind
examining conditions as they are, |
But it is remarkable how inevitably l
it leads him to Catholic principles.

“The prevalence of the spirit of ‘ throughout the civilized world, not | and

:ndividualism throughout this coun- |
try, however, has had ite unpleasant 1
manifestations in recent times, The “
unwillingness of men to accept re-i
straints is nowhere more evident‘
than in the fleld of religion. This
has been the most hospitable coun- \
try in the world to religious cults, |
Freedom of worship, ‘ the free church |
in the free State,’ has resulted in |
the creation of hundreds of sects.
The desire to get away from the re-
gtreints of organized religion, to
think freely for one's self, has led to
strange consequences. Menof strong
personality have gathered disciples

|
| and founded sects which have waxed

for
the
‘Dowieites.’

and waned, as example, the
Campbellites,’ ' Millerites,’
and the Respect for
the religion of our forefathers has
diminished in a most discouraging
The
and knowledge of the ages seem to
be despised. The harbors of safety
for souls torment often seem to
The sheet
anchors of religious faith, if used at

all, often drag in depths of despair

manner, l'(}llp‘_ll)ﬂﬂ experience

in

be tragically ignored.

The tendency of this freedom from
religious restraint would seem to be
toward chaos."”

The the Catholic
position with regard to education has

soundnees of

in recent years been brought home in
a most convincing manner to all un

| prejudiced minds by the vagaries of

individualist teachers. Indéed it is
even yet claimed that in the higher

| ingtitutions of learning that there

should be absolute freedom from all
intellectual restraint. Of late years
this condition is invading the primary
schools.

ican

In some of the great Amer
cities socialistic doctrines are

| openly inculcated in the schools.

Professor Brown thus sums up the
gituation with regard to education :
“In the fleld of education
naturally observes special manifesta-
tions of this intellectual anarchism,

one

| Our vaunted freedom of thought, our

FREEDOM AND ANARCHY

Anarchism as cult or creed seems
too silly, too impossible of serious
acceptance so far at least as ci\-ill
government is concerned to merit |
serious discussion. And yet, writ-
ing on War's Intellectual Anar-
chism, Philip Marshal Brown, Pro-
fessor of International Law in Prince-
ton University, indicates very plainly
that the very principles of anarchy
are interwoven with modern ideas of
freedom.

“Anarchism of the orthodox kind |
means opposition to organized gov-
ernment. Its essential features are |
‘ the abolition of all constituted
authority and the complete emanci-
pation of the individual from every
form of control, political, social, or
religious.’ It is the demand for the
utmost freedom from restraint. It |
is the extreme expression of the
spirit of individualism.’

The very individualism which is at |
once the boast of Protestantism and 1
its product instead of being the |
foundation of democracy is really in-
compatible with it.

“The spirit of individualism,” says |
Professor Brown, " is essentially an
tagonistic to the spirit of democracy.
Democracy obviously requires that |
men should have a strong sense of |
their mutual needs
It demands that
‘a decent respect
of mankind.

and interests.

men should have |
for the opinions |
It ingiste on the sub- |
ordination of the individual to the
good of the whole, the willingness of |
the citizen to to restraints. |
Democracy shows to the best advan-
tage when it imposes restraints on |
itself. It holds to the best it has re-
ceived the past. It does
despise wise traditions, sound
cedents,

submit

from not

pre-
accumulated
pious example.

wisdom, or
|

“Judged by this standard, many ex- |
treme individualists who chafe at the
restraints of traditions, precedents, |
the wisdom of experience, and the |
opinions of their fellow-men, are in |
great danger of becoming anarchists,
if not in the political sense, Cnr—‘
tainlyin theintellectual sense. They |
have not learned the first lesson of |
good citizenship—the willingness to |
subordinate their personal opinions
to the judgment of the majority.
They have but little faith in Whit-
man's ‘Divine Average.’ Their ex-

| tinguishable,

| this

| ditions

sacred ‘' academic freedom,” has led |
away from the tested truths to the
wildest realms of experiment. The
demand for independence and origi-
nality of thought has not infrequent-
ly resulted in an intellectual orgy.
The past has little to offer to such
individualists except unpleasant
restraints. The cleverest thinkers
are those who can demonstrate that
two equals one, that black is white,
and that right and wrong are indis-
For those who indulge

| in this sort of mental gymnastics the |

result is quite likely te be a blurring
of all sense of values. Nothing is |
; one is free to believe anything
that may not be easily controverted
by argument.”

This clear headed professor

BUTE

of

| international Jaw is not, as we said

before, pleading the cause of the

Catholic Church. It may be that he |
does not himself see the bearing in

of
existing conditions. But his obser-

vations point inexorably to the truth

that social as well as individual sal- |
vation is to be found only the |
Catholic Church,

connection his analysis of |

in

“Whether it be in religion, educa-
tion, philosophy, ethics, or law, this
attitude of mind is really nothing in ‘
its essence but sheer gymnosophistry. |
It is usually the exhibition of mental |
legerdemain.
often

A clever intellect can
annihilate by argument the |
most profound beliefs. It can dem

onstrate ‘that there is no
world.’

external
A brilliant lawyer can save |
the A ‘
can a

a murderer from gallows.

brilliant teacher lead
utterly Unless a |
has already attained absolute
convictions on the most sacred, vital
matters, under such intellectual con
he the
He has lost his compass, his

many
student astray.

man

is liable to go on

rocks.

| standard of values. He can no longer ‘

distinguish clearly between right and
wrong. Such a state of affairs is
likely to result either in a miserable

where one

anarchism,

breaks with
the past or separates from 1
men."”

iis fellow-

|
242 . 2 & |
condition of intellectual anaemia, or s

The whole end of our meditation
ghould be to have it followed by good
actions, for in it the soul considers
how and what she must do to pleage
God and how she must show by her
works the love she bears Him.—St,
Teresa.

| the

| where you can find

NOTES AND COMMENTS
NOTWITHSTANDING THE  bigotry
rampant in some quarters, it is
pretty generally conceded that the
one great oubtstanding figure of the
War up to the present time is the

tude, repentance, content, hope, zeal,
promptness, directness, goodness,
purity, kindness, earnestness. These
are all presented under clear, orderly
and balanced divisions,
jon and Benediction,

Commun-

Miggion and

saintly and heroic Primate of Bel. | Retreat, Reading and Prayer, Visite

gium, Cardinal Mercier. His cele-
brated pastoral on the German occu-
pation of his country, and his other
messages and instructions to his
people have been read and admired

only for their dauntless assertion of
his nation's rights, and the clarity of
their Christian teaching, but for the
revelation which they afford of his
own strong, resolute character,

IT wAs a happy thought then to
collect into one volume and publish
for the benefit of the Belgian people,
Pastorals, Letters and Allocu-
tione which have come from Car-
dinal Mercier's pen since the Hun

invasion precipitated the first greuti

tragedy of the War, This laudable

duty was undertaken by Rev. Joseph |

F, Stillemans, President of the Bel
gian Relief Fund in America, and the
result a little book that once
possessed and read will not willingly
be parted by anyone who
Christian

is

reveres
and
the

fortitude

manly assertion of

rights of
humanity.

I
say

18, remarks the editor, safe to
that the majority
America who
the first the (
but have read his further
ingsand discourases.

of those in
read at all have read

Pastoral of wrdinal

few writ
These, although
they may not have made the same
impression upon thc world at large,
are equally energetic and noble, and
display the Cardinal Archbishop of
Malines as the great man of Belgium,
in turn
tenderly

protesting energetically,
and

book

encouraging wisely
before

these

enlightening. The us

contains seven of historic

deliverances, and contains a
short biographical sketch the
Cardinal, and an attractive portrait.
It is published by P. J.
Sons, York, and, as already
stated, is sold for the benefit of the
afllicted of Belgium, The
modest price, $1.25, places it within

also
of

Kennedy &
New

people

the reach of all who prize the good |
things in literature, and may desire |
| at the same time to participate in
| this most praiseworthy undertaking.

THE LITERATURE of devotion has
received two notable accessions
lately in “The Heart of the Gospal,”
and “ The Heart of Revelation,”
by Rev. F. P. Donnelly, S. J. Both

of these books constitute in reality a

| profound series of reflections and |

meditations on the Sacred Heart, a
devotion widely spread on this Con

tinent, but supported by few books |
| in English suited to our times and

requirements. Father Donnelly has
sought to supply this deficiency, and,
as perusal of the two books in ques-

| tion will convinece, with a consider-

able degree of success.

ONE oF Father Donnelly's many

excellent qualities as a writer lies in |

his thorough, frank analysis of the
human heart. His profound knowl-
edge of character enables
mirror the

him
frailties of our nature
with startling keenness, but with the
skill of a physician he applies the
remedy and with kindly admonition
directs us to higher plains of life.
The “Heart of the Gospel” is re-

plete with these qualities, and comes |
| very seasonably in the critical times |

in which our lot is now cast.

THr "HEART OF REVELATION” car
out the splendid

Father Donnelly's earlier writings.

)
ries promise
Because of his direct way of putting
things he has been called "a skilled
stormer of the fortressed soul.” He
feels would
like to talk, and through it all bears
before us the lamp of hope and en

as we feel, talks as we

couragement. There is no other

book within our ken, in English,

accurate
definitions of the indispensable vir

such

| tnes of every-day life, set forth in

such simple and graceful language,
and driven home with such power.
His theme centres in Divine revela
exemplified in the life of
Christ, and permeated with the love
of Christ's heart.

tion, as

SoME OF THE virtues thus defined
are devotion, prayer, meekness,
humility, penance, sorrow, holiness,
merit, faith, love, consolation, peace,
sincerity, (a virtue sadly lacking in
our day), unselfishness, sympathy,
forgiveness, detachment, truth, sim-
plicity, recollection, happiness,
justice, gemerosity, patience, grati-

admires |

to |

of |

and Thanksgivings, First Friday
| and Holy Hour—ag many and as
| varied as are modern devotions, so
‘ many and so varied are the ways in
| which “The Heart of Revelation”
'he Heart of the Gospel "' may
‘ be employed. Messrs P.J. Kennedy
] & Sons, New York, are the publishers,

\
1
\

e

EowiN MArkHAM, the much ex-
ploited author of " The Man with the
Hoe,” has been lecturing in Montreal
| on the Swedish mystic, Emanuel
] Swedenborg, whom he styled a “great
liberator of humanity,” and “ one of

the half dozen greatest minds of the
’ world,” However considerable Swe-
denborg’'s intellectual endowments
(and there has been great
| divergence of opinion on that score)
it at least cannot be said that he has
succeeded in winning any great sec
tion of humanity to peculiar
views. The Swedenborgian sect
remains to this day one of the pet
That he was
able to some extent to pierce the
sable gloom of his Lutheran antece-
dents is no doubt true, but like all
blind leaders of the blind he never
got beyond the groping stage. All
that is true in his philosophy, which
Markham hailed as "' discoveries,’
borrowed the great
mystics of the Middle Ages
is of the earth, earthy.

ever

his

| tiest and most obscure.

from Catholic

the rest

IN ALL THE wild whirl of declama
tion against the
of the Province
which is fashionable in the
the other Provinces just now, we
are not aware that any of them have
given space to the proceedings of the
Quebec Dec. 6th,
the Walter Mitchell
ralled the attention of the House to

a despatch which had been sent

French - speaking

people of Quebec

press of

Legislature on

when Hon.

broadcast through the Dominion to |

| the effect that in certain contin-
gencies the English-speaking people
of Quebec would be driven out of the
Province.

Mgr. MiTcHELL, who
Treasurer,

is Provincial
in drawing attention to
| this articie said that as a representa-
| tive of the English Protestant minor-

ity in Quebec, he felt it his duty to
| say that such language as this was

responsible for the disturbed state of
| public feeling at the present time
: “I am sure,” he went on, " that every
| Protestant member of the Legislature
will agree with me that appeals of
| this kind are regrettable not only
| from the point of view of the Prov
‘ ince, but from the point of view of
the Dominion, and from the point of
| view of the Empire itself.”

THIS STATEMENT was, as the Pro
anticipated,
every English-speaking
the House. Dr. J. T.
Finnie of Montreal, Mr. Andrew
| Philips of Huntingdon, Mr. John Hay
of Argenteuil, Mr. William Hodgins
of Pontiac, and Mr. W. G. Oliver of
| Brome all spoke to the motion. The
sentiments of the latter may be ac-
cepted as typical of all. He said that
so far as Brome was concerned he
regarded the article under discussion
a8 vicious and unjustifiable. They
were living, he said, in peace and
harmony among French Canadians,

| vineial Treasurer
| dorsed by
member of

en-

whom they regarded as fellow-Cana
‘ dians, anxious as themselves for the
well-being of the Dominion.

Mgr. HAy, member for Argenteuil,
paid tribute to the co-operation he
had always received from his French-
Canadian fellow-citizens in matters
concerning the general welfare of the
country. e assured the House that

so far as political meetings were con-
| cerned, both sides were heard equally
| in his country, and the meetings were

being conducted as quietly and as

gentlemanly as in any part of the
| Dominion. It is a pity that in other
; parts of Canada the issues before the
| country cannot be discussed without
such miserable innuendo and appeals
to race and creed hatred as charac-

terized the despatch in question.

|
|
THE PRIEST OF TO DAY

‘ A

It is said that Pope Leo XIII. once
remarked to a group of priests of
France that in this age and time,
priests must not confine themselves
to the sanctuary alone as if it were a
hat box—but get out into the world
and move about among the people
even at the risk of some dust falling
upon their garments. The priest of
the day can not be a monk and live
within walls, but he must be of the

paoplq, and for the people. ‘ would say apologetically, “ Excuse i unbroken front in the approval and
He is a leader h.y his office and the | me father, can you hear me please, I | support of ite government, may ex-
people look to him for guidance in | must be at Rkeims in half an hour,” | hibit that unity, courage, decision
every walk of life ; his throne is the | Often he would slip a note into the | and endurance, without which wt;
altar, it is true, but no law compels | priest's hand and say, "It is for | cannot hope to make headway againet
him to remain always on the throne; l your refugees,” or " your wounded | the enemy,
but his influence from the throne | soldiers, ask them to pray for me.” | Our glorious American youth, the
can be carried into the daily lives of | One day he gave thus 200 francs. | flower of humanity, has not counted
hig people in every avenue of activity | He returned to the church the day ‘ the cost, but has accepted the
and have its influence on not only | after his famous exploit—two enemy | supreme sacrifice by millions, an
his own flock but on all the other | aviators brought down in & minute. | awe-inspiring spectacle, a re (le;iica'
sheep of his vicinity.—The Tablet. This time the clergy could not resist, | tion of the nation to the eternal
they wished to press his hand and | principles of freedom and justice, of
tell him of their enthusiastic admira. | truth and right, on which the
LINE | tion. But (iuynemer' was modest in | original compact of these states was
the extreme, and praise he did not | based. It is now our duty to sus-
| wish to hear, he soon took leave. | tain and protect, to encourage and
LLoyp GrORGE is to the fore, as | He had more than a presentiment, | comfort them by every sacrifice in
usual, in the hour of trial for the | he had a certainty of approaching | our power. After all, our sacrifice of
Allies. In a magnificent fighting | death and he accepted it. " Hodie | public and private wealth, our
speech delivered in London on | mihi, cras tibi,” he said with gentle | material help, our efforts for their
Friday the British "remier, declaring | melancholy on August 28, his young | physical, social and moral welfare,
that this was a fateful hour for man- | heroic face full of manly sweetness. | are not worth mentioning in eem-
kind, appealed to the people for | And it was on September 11 that he | parison with the sacrifices which the
great sacgifices and more fighting | disappeared in the sea. | soldier and the sailor make daily for
men until the American forces on| He was ance asked what more he | the common welfare.
the battlefront are strong enough to | could win than the legion of honor, Incredible sume have been, and
offset the burden cast on the Allies | the military medal, and the cross of | must yet be raised, for the welfare of
by the defection of Russia and. the | War. He replied, “The wooden | our army and navy, but who will
reverses of Italy, In striking sen- | cross.” hesitate one moment when he reflscts
tences Lloyd George surveyed the | that unless these brave young men
situation as the Allies face it to-day | bring home victory, all else counts
minimizing none of its dangers, but but little in the balance. We should
declaring that steady progress toward | then have all remaining time to
the desired goal is being made by the measgure the difference between the
Allies despite the apparent reverses. lot of freemen and that of a people
He dealt effectively with the propa doomed in all things to obey an all
| powerful conqueror, the nature of

ganda of the pacifists and the near
pacifists, and summed up his opinion | Breathing the spirit of true patri- | Whose rule is written all over the
otism in every word. one of the most bleeding and exhausted lands of Bel-

of them in this illuminating sen-
tence: “I warn the nation to watch | gloquent addresses heard in the | 81UmM, France, Poland and Serbia.
west since war was declarad was the

the man wio thinks there is a half
toast “Our Country,” by the Rt. Rev.

way house between victory and
feat. T S g ractor
t I'homas .J. h_.lmh.m. D. D., rector of | are the American nation of the future
the Catholic university, at the|its natural spokesmen and

|
e —————

ON THE BATTLE

ELOQUENT ADDRESS
BISHOP SHAHAN AT BANQUET
IN DENVER TELLS DUTIES
OF CITIZENS

TO CONQUER WAR EVILS

le- i
de These young soldiers and sailors

leaders

|
he |

GERMAN FORCES made a sharp
local attack in the Ypres area yes- | banquet tendered by the Denver | Already these future heads of the
terday, gaining about three hundred | Knights of Columbus to Bishop J.!| nation are earning on far foreign
yards of treaches in the sector | Henry Tihen of Denver at en- | fields, and amid every kind of peril
southeast of Polygon Wood, in the | thronization. that appreciation of American liberty
neighborhood of olderhoek Chateau The speaker poured forth an which is indispensable lu]lnm\n‘nf
Elsewhere the attack repulsed epitome of the Catholic spirit of de- | It is they who will pass judgment on
with heavy losses. On the Cambrai | yotion to the United States. He re- | the reorganization of the future, on
front German artillery was tremend- | minded his hearers of the debt which | the theories and ideals, the hopes,
ously active east of Bullecourt. All they as Catholics owe to the govern- | plans and opportunities which will
the signs indicate new and powerful | ment which has given them their | crowd the days of peace. War, in
attempts on the part of the enemy | freedom and he called on every | deed, breeds evils unspeakable, in
forces to break the British lines on | ¢itizen, Catholic or non-Catholic, to | tolerable, but it also rouses and spurs
the Western front. Having strongly | do his full duty toward the nation in | the best to great heights of virtue
reinforced his army here, the enemy, | her hour of need. Bishop Shahan | steels character, as in a furnace, and
if the weather permits, will undoubt- | gyid in part | reveals in many men elements of
edly risk a great u_e;axl in the hope You will pardon me, surely, if, on | goodness and greatness, which would
of securing a victory of some | .. ohia site which may be called | Otherwise have lain dormant for-
m;u{ultudg I_iepurts l'rm.n HQ)‘mull the very roof of the United States, in | @Ver.
t;’,l(‘,rn](z;;iuXllm\lv:(‘-;l;:i.,':“3“.:-2 hpli:;‘“r:lt thi5 glorious gateway of the |l').l‘lii{',!~“ ,,Mu.(.f’l ,Yf\(llll_:[-“ war 1'(.-\13;Ll»: itself
: ; . 4 A0 | amid the purest and freest air the | €Verywhere, as a mebilization of the
unrest among the pvm;lu. who are | .14 knows, I dismiss briefly the | entire nation, we men and women
s iakinier Sk issrifstion, | Somcupisels of yaiiisiiecs--srend | WRSTIND SO ARG SRR I
Thay sn begiahing 10 weiiise (het and noble thoughts as they are—the lJ“ Pt VE S NG FRY VI
‘ 3 be 1] r 4 e vastness, resources, charm and | D€ arts learn thue to free themselves
the urnnsllf‘,(} with Russia will not variety of our national life; its prov- from material comfort and security
end the War as they had hoped, idential growth the ease and |from selfish enjoyment and the nar-
and that anew offensive on the West- | o 0o of its functions; the | oW round of our little interests
ern front means very heavy losses mugl(*ui‘furuv of its uuilt\' th(; high | We rise daily to a higher level when
among their kith and kin. creative optimism of its citizens : its | We Accustom ourseives to think first
THE FIGHTING on the Italian front | fair equality of law, opportunity and | ©f the nation, its perils and its hopes
continues, and on the Northern end | progress. its needs and its ideals.
DRAWN As Catholic citizens, our hopes and

of the line the enemy has gained a
little ground. During this fighting ; ; | our prayers are devoted with solemn
Born under the sign of liberty, | jntensity to the success of our Amer-

it would appear that the Austrians lled d fabiad tn ik
made advances of some importance | °F2dieC and nourighed ln 18 Pure |jcan arms, since the flower of the
on the northern front, which at one | 824 holy spirit, our country has ever | Catholic Church in the United States
time threatened to widen in & man- etfoold umom‘; iba ‘11:1?,10115 :]md peoples | js with the colors. For good or for
ner endangering a considerable | 0} the world as '«‘fm l'_“b el, thtlthI’Cv ill, her fortune is inseparably linked
portion of the Italian line. The | the guarantee of liberty, political, | with theirs. They were yesterday
Italians, however, had recovered a | €COROMIC, 'h()Clill and religious. 18 | the children of our Catholic schools
large part of this ground, suffering founder, George ‘“ ashington, has | the students of our colleges, the sons
heavy losses in the operation. The | Peen held by universal consent 88 | o5f our merchants and our profession-
loss of Italian guns in the great the father of all "}"de‘f‘ liberty, the | ) men. It may be truly said thatno
retreat is severely felt, despite the | most humane and beneficent of man- | Oatholic home in the United States
reinforcements of artillery—Italian, | kind. Its constitution has beeu the | jg today without hearts anxious for
S S P R T 4 model of all peoples and races who -alfs . Biadike -
French and British—which were | . the welfare of some representative at
sent forward. But the Italian lines }m\'o freed themselves, or tried {0 | the front, or about to go.
have not been broken, and with every | ;- thenmlell\endfrmn th;f hhﬁc.l‘l“;’ of |
day that they are held intact the ?”‘m”)" 01‘ "‘i“ ]xmw. l(')lr lt“”" kg | But it i T p .
; ; o8 arty 3 . y Samama
enemy is faced with new problems 10\;\? LS to tl mnnlm[ g Oll[é‘ By llh lz”t 0111 )“ JOCANSE £ ““’%‘
$ . : g s g years Yersons re g g >
of transportation, supplyand fighting, | Ration went through Iour years o PORNPON. yaSEensy 1at our Catholic
X & ¢ 1 fratricidal strife, and waged the most | citizens pick up the gauntlet of war
Dot (}"i]“\ Y ‘Od”": r(;m “;e destructive war known to history | so deflantly hurled at This
\ld “’““: 5 ‘t(’:m“‘f;o“ L”" . Z’h tthe until the outbreak of this world- | American democracy of ours, in ite
v he : ‘ 1
Al‘olnl”uhl OB t’:o 1“ LL ec t“ ¥ l( wide struggle. respects for individual right, its love
Jolsheviki intends to re-establish " ’ ¢ tha ta on ito
the throne in Russia. He gives & Gradually, almost unconsciously | of freedom, its temper of equity, ite
: ) | ssla. g we have been drawn into this uni- | Principle of representation, its con
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