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‘culation in his bosom, and from the se-
ductive love of power he has never freed
himself. But it is a sorry task to which
Dr. Abbott addresses himself. The gen-
tleman of Oyster Bay has & difficult fask
before him, and one which is not ethically
justifiable. Mr. Roosevelt is as indifferent
to that fact as Spinoza was to the blow-
itig of the buck’s horn at his exeommuni:
cation. The Rabbi was horror-stricken &t
the calm indifference of the pupil of Kaat,
and fell back in silende on the grousd.
The ‘moderr Rabbi may well imitate bis
{example. Silence on the ethical guestion
involved is the truest wisdom. If Mr.
Roosevelt, pledging loyalty to Mr. Taft,
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MR. COPP AND THE TORIES

In order to “back up its assertion that
Mr. A. B. Copp, leader of the Opposition,
is not & formidable opponent, the Btand-
ard devotes an editorial of & column and
a half in length to himm. All that the
Standard succeeds in doing in its lofig as-
sault upon Mr, Copp is to persuade its
readers that he merits a great deal of at-
tention at the hands of Conservative de-
fenders. Mr. Copp knowd the ganse) amd
he hits hard. It hurts. :

There are certain portions of Mr. Copp’s
recent speech that the Standard glides

~_over as if they constituted thin icé and

it were unsafe to dwell long upon them.
Thus, Mr, Copp made it clear that the

operations of the last year had fesulted in.

a very hedavy deficit. He showed béyond
dispute that the Flemming government
was extravagant beyond parallel in New
Brunswick politics, He demonstrated that
they had ignored the provisione of their
own audit act, which they introduced with
such a flourish of trimmpets. He made it
clear that their road policy had resulted
in a miserable failure in most places and
an exhibition of gross partizanship
throughout the provimce. In regard to
vublic works, Mr. Copp produced fécts to
prove that the new government had com-
mitted all of the sins it has charged
against the previous regime, and some
more. |

Mr. Copp remindéd his audienmte that

Mr. Flemming is following Mr. Hazen’s

example in appealing to Liberals fot their
Everyone in New Brunswick re-
members how Mr. Hazen répaid stch Lib-
erals as did support his party. He bégan
by using the whole provincial maechinery
to support Mr. Borden in the next Fed-
That lesson, which Mr.
Flemming and Mr. Morrissy assisted in
has, of
course, placed them thoroughly upon their
guard; but Mr. Flemming’s reign has been

support.

eral campaign.

administering to the Liberals,

ig preparing his dagger to pierce his fridnd
under the fifth rib, let him do so without
benefit of clergy.

Mr. Roosevelt has always been a fighter.
Wordsworth might well have had him in
his mind’s eye when he wrote:

“Endued as with a sense

And faculty for storm and turbulence.”
At present he is working underground,
and his friends will all rejoice when he
comeés oub in the open and éntefs into a
fight for the nomination. The part of the
dark lantern does not euit him. His prés-
ent attitude i not just honorable, what-
{ever the Outlook may say to the contrary.
There may be a “spontaneous” demand
for him in all patts of the country,' and
the party may give him the nomination,
but he will have to fight openly for it
The wisdom of giving it him then may
well be questioned.. The party may offer
the bowl of hemlock to Mr. Taft, but cne
of the wisest politicians of the country is
oh record as to the foolishness of swap-
ping horses in midstream. Meantime the
Colonél is quoted as saying that his kat
is in the ting, and that he will make a
statement on Monday. His reputation
will be improved~if the next statement is
straightforward.

‘THE LIBERAL VICTORY
Liberals in Canada from Sir Wilfrid
Laurier dowti, In the House 6f Comrtons
and out of it, will hail with keen satisfac-
fion the vietory of Hon. Mr. Graham in
South Renfrew. If we are to accept Hon.
Mr. Fostet’s statefiient of a few days
ago, that the election of Mr. Graham
would be a black eye for the govermnent,
it must be obvious that both of the govern-
ment’s ‘“‘optics’” are wearing a hue of
deep mourning at present.

The result of the polling in South Ren-
frew is highly significant from two stand-
points. In the first place the electors
have administered a sharp rebuke to the
Conservatives in the comstituency who
broke faith, and also to the Conservative
leaders, ineluding several ministers, who
ignored the compact which had been made
agreeing to Mr. Grabam’s unopposed re
turn. It was said by some that those who
made the compact had 116 #ight to bind the
constituency. But the fact was that they aid
pledge themselves, that they were repre-
sentative men, and that their action wus

writing a clduse is added indicating that
whoever shall preach or teach that eating
of fish or forbearing from flesh is for the
saving of the soul of man, shall be pun-
ished as the bearer of false news. The
people had revolted from fish eating, and
their action had turned honest fishermen
into piratés, to the great scaridal and detfi-
‘ment of the realm, so the patriotic ex-
ample of Elizabeth and severe legislation
were emploged to cormend a fish diet. But
tieithet the one nor the other made much
progress agaifist the stérn Puritan in-
fluence. Even the love of the people for
the navy and the difficulty of securing
naval Tecruits, ecombined with a fine for
killing animals duting Lent and impris-
onment for eating flesh on fish days, failed
to prevent the practical ruin of the fish-
éries, which were the great nurseries of
English seamen.

The first Lenten fast was ordered to be
observed in BEngland iri about 650 by the
King of Kent. Charters granted to sea-
port towns often stipulated that the town
should send so many herrinigs or other
fish to the king anfiually during Lent Her-
ring pies were 4 great delicacdy. The Len-
ten fast was so strictly enforced that at the

désmion of meat and other supplies. The
battle of the Herrings was fought in order
to cover a convey of that fish to the Eng-
lish army besieging Otleans. As a result of
the battle the English were supplied with
their Lenten food. - The regulations re-
garding the eating of meéat wefte rigorously’
enforced, and from their enforcement the
king himself was not free. Ecclesiastical
and civil law were at one on the matter
until the time of William IIf., but the re-

political motive, that is, to prevent the
ruin of the fisheries which were the great
cradle of hardy seamen,

The economic motive is not operative
today, 4nd although the feeling has grown
that while meat commendeth fiot a man
to the gods, neither if we eat are we the
better, nor if we eat not are we the worke,
yet it may be wise to abstain from meat
atid from many other things during the
period of Lent. The duty of abstinence is

ful men after proclamations and statutes
on the subject have ceased. The intense
activity in developing the material and
mechanical resources of our country has
made very difficnlt the work of conserving

are buried under our animal appetites, in

terial. The enormous growth of luxurious
living in which o many men dénd women
grossly mismanage their pleasures is abated
for a season during Lent, and plain living
may lead more to see that the path of

vice. If The Lenten seagon brings men
to see that selfish and reckless" outlays on
monetary pleasures are immoral and ir-
rational, we may again unitée the economic

siege of Orleans the soldiers were reduced
almost to starvation, although in full poa-F

4 1
ligious was avowedly subordinate to the|

ithat theéir doctrihe is revolutionary. That

now very generally inculcated by thought--

true national and spiritual ideals. They '

these blind instincts which we name ma-!

| change the plan of taxdtion when they
honor lies in the direction of public ser-

. erable rattling of dry bones.

fluence members of the Legislature, if it
represents an effort to create trouble in
putting the bill through this year and giv-
ing Bt. John commission government at
onee, it must fail of effect. The St. John
members of the Houge fully realize that
the people of this city are bound to in-
troduce the new system. If any other
members of the Legislature are in doubt
they will not long® remain s0. Commission
is mot-going to be held up.

The city of Bt. John is entering upon
a new and progressive era. It ig begin-
ning to experience the realization of the
hopes cherished for years by many of its
people. - In civic matters the city needs
a new deal. It requires civic machinery
that 4s up-to-date, and a mayor and com-
missioners who have courage and progres-
sive ideas, who wili cut loose from the
petty and ineficient methods of the last
fifteen years at City Hall, and give the
city government that will be worthy ef
it; that will quicken progress, that will
forget ward politics and build up 8t. John,
that will give the people the sort of ser-
vice they sought when they gave the com-
migsion plan such an overwhelming vie-
tory last year.

TAXATION REFORM

It is reported that some members of the
Board of Trade have decided to oppose the |
plan gradually to exempt improvements !
from taxation. Other members of the board‘,
strongly favor this:important taxation re-
form. Before thg Board of Trade can
speak - as & body ®n this queéstion it will
be necessary to have a show of hands. On
a question of so much moment no action
should be taken umnless at a fully attended
meeting.

Members who desire the gradual exemp-
tion of improvements should bestir them-
selves. They will be met by the assertion |

ish’t the question. Is it good for St. John?
Thgy will be told that our leasehold sys-
tem makes the exemption of improvements
-impractieable. That is not true; if the sys-
term of taxation needs revision the reform
must not be deferred by the argument that
we must not disturb an arrangement that
was good fifty years ago but that is not
good today. Landowners must get fair-
play. Counfiscation must be avoided. Be-
yond that, the good of the majority must
guide progress. The few must not impede
the growth of the city by flourishing too
many documents drawn before five-sixths
of the men of today had begun to shave.
The reactionaries speak with vast rever-
ence of the old city charter. Its age alone
is nothing. The guestion for today is: Is
it the most useful form of charter? The
people have answered that question. They
have voted for a new charter. They can

wish. The Legislature will not refuse to
give St. John home rule in the matter of
raising its own revenue, even though taxa-
tion reform may necessitate a very consid-
It is time.

vision for the future?

To regulate prices means government eon-
Hftol of business. If governments begin to
regulate the price of steel products they
will follow in regulating the price of every

product. No one desires that condition at
present. But if Judge Gary’s idea dees not
lea,d_ to government ownership it means

nothing and chx;nges nothing. Undoubtedly

the chief difficulty today it not in the fact
that trusts exist, but that they persist in
attempting to exploit rather than to serve
the public, A protective tariff is their chief
buckler and shield. They control the
methods and channels of production, and
they use this control to threaten and de-
stroy personal liberty. They continually
diseriminate against the home market, by
raising prices there to recoup themselves
for selling cheap in a competitive foreign
market. They are allowed to water stock

with the resultant striving to earn money |

on a capital never paid in, and the in-
crease in the price of their produet. When
they are encouraged in their depredations

by a protective tariff, let that tariff be!

removed. This should be the first step in
all périous attempts at trust regulation and
control. It will not solve the whole p‘rob-
lem, but it will make it infinitely easier of

solution, and it will be a guarantee of good

faith on the part of the statesman who
promises relief from their excesses. Whole-
gome legislation will follow easily and simp-
ly if that first step be taken.

KOTE AND COMMEN?

If the city engineer requires more money
in order to be able to keep the streets in
fair condition after the winter and ‘spring
rains, the aldermen should provide it.
But, whatever the cause is, the conditions

prevaiﬁng yesterday should not again be

invited. Probably 4 moderate expenditure
would suffice to prevent the flooding of

sidewalks along the principal streets.
» * -

The generosity of the Jordan family in
adding to the already admirable provisions
for a sanitarium for tuberculosis patients
will be commended widely and earnestly
The local government expeets to have the
building ready for patients early
autumn. The province and the
palities have yet to unite in adopting pre-
regulations. These

next

munici-

sorely

ventive
needed.

are
* » »

Mr. Justice Charbonneau’s decision in
the Hebert marriage case, as given in the
despatches, is in effect: “That any officer
anthorized to solemnize marriages can
marry any two persons who observe the
ordindry formalities, including a marriage
license, no matter what their religion may
be. The judge holds that the Ne Temere
decree has no effect as against the civil
code.”” That seems to be the
sense view of it, and in good time it wil
be established as the accepted law of the
land.

common

* * »
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In spite of reports about unduly inflated |
prices smart-stepping men with a quarter- |
of-a-million should be able to pick up a|
small farm or two on the outskirts, and
might even secure some highly desirable
city realty. St.

John has so long been |
used to low prices that it does not yet |
realize what high prices really are. Once|
the city has really begun to grow we may |
expect to see property commanding really
respectable figures—if it is properly situat-
ed. There’s the rub.
* *

|
|
1

»

How are the ‘“interests” going to set{
about securing that tariff “as high as|
Haman's gallows”? The Toronto Star tells
how they will begin:

Increased duties on iron and steel are‘
recommended because these are ‘“funda-
mentals.” But the fact that these metals |
are the bases of so many industries is a|
reason for proceeding very slowly: If iron
and steel are taxed more heavily the
maker of machinery, engines, boilers, |
structural steel, hardware, will have to
pay more for his raw material. He will
demand higher duties on his product, and |
'a government that is for “adequate pro-|
| tection”” can hardly refuse him. The next
step will be a demand for tariff increases |
| by all those manufacturers who use en-
gines, machinery, boilers and other things
made of iron and steel. It will cost mfore |
to build factories and houses. In faect, |
the cost of living is likely to go up all|
along the line if assistance is given to the
manufacturers of iron and steel in the|

form of'customs duties.
» * *

|

“Halifax” said Mr. H. Maxwell Clarke,
of the National Highway enterprise, “is
|dead.” Mr. Clarke modified this sweeping
| assertion afterwards by saying that Hali-
| fax is—“well, a great place for amateur
theatricals.” It is unfortunate that sueh
melancholy assertions concerning the sister
| city should bé given currency at a time
when the Conservative Halifax Herald is
attempting to make that city jealous be-
cause of the proposed Courtenay Bay ex-
penditures. Halifax has a fine harbor, and
already vast sums of Federal money have
been spent there with good effect. In due
| season the Nova Scotia port will have plen-
ty of traffic. Anyone with a sense of fair-
play, who is familiar with past expendi-
tures in this province and in Nova Beotia,
will see no injustice to Halifax in the pro- |
jected expenditures for terminals here,

HAMPTON WOMAN
~ SEAERELY INJURED

Hampton, Feb. 22—Mrs. Annie Lester,
'an industrious work woman; met with a
very serious accident on Tuesday evening,

1S PROVINCES 1
5 BEPRESENTE

—_—

Dominion Marriage Law
Question — Government
Provide Money for Couns
on Both Sides.

Ottawa, Feb. 25—Hon
minister of justice, has
the provineial premiers, in
spective governments to
by counsgel at the hearing of
on the authority of the feder
to pass the Lancaster marriage
The minister of justice invites 1
vincial governments to appoint
represent the various provinces
supreme' court on the ground
vincial rights are involved in the
The questions which will be p

| to the supreme court for its opin

afterwards carried to the privy e
are set out in full in the minister’s
gram. The first question is:

Has the parliament of Canada auth
to enact the Lancaster marriage
whole or in part?

He quotes in {full
which declares every
heretofore®or hereafter performec
authorized person shall everywhere
ada be deemed a valid m
standing differences in the re
of thé persons married, an
gard to the religion of
forming the ceremony and é canoni-
cal decree or custom of province can
invalidate or qualify h marriage

The supreme ed to say: “If
the provis bill are not :
within the parliament
enact, whicl the provigions ar
within sucl 3

“Poes t f Quebec render r
and void, tracted before a
man Catholic pr , @ marriage
would otherwise be legally bindi
takes place in that province betweer
gons who are both Roman Catholic
tween persons one of whom only
Roman Catholic?”

“Tf either of the last preceding
tions is answered in the affirma
if both are, has the parliament of
ada authority to enact that all su
riages whether heretofore solemr
hereafter to be solemmnized s
and binding?”’

The minister of just
government intends f
represent both views
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and teligious motive and find real pleasurei

marked by so many examples of out znd
out partizanship, and during it the real
Tory @vetrine of pitronage has been tar-
tled ifite so many large and small trans-
. actions  in the provinee, Liberals today
should scarcely neéd Mr. Copp’s warning
against the lure sounded by the Premier.

ratified by the party machinery. In the |
face of these facts their conduet in breask-
ing faith was discreditable to Mr. Borden
and his followers in the House 6
mons, as well as to those Conservative
leaders in Bouth Renfrew. who sought to
profit by the breach of faith. The people

in abstaining during this fast.

THE PRICE OF BREAD

A twenty-four ounce loaf of bread-is
sold in Toronto for five and six cents. In
8f. John the erdinary édnsumer pays eight
cents for a loaf of that size. The Mont-

| said the late Mr. Havermeyer.

, government against mergers and combines

TRUST REGULATION
“The tariff is the mother of the trusts,”
And he
knew. Disregard for this truth has defeated
in effeet all action by the United States

from Queenstown or Galway to Halifax re-
vives the old discussion about running
rights over the Intercolonial. Hon. Mr.
Blair, Hon. Mr. Emmerson, and Hon. Mr.
Graham refused to give another railway
company the rightfo’'run’its own trains
over the I. C. R. and also participate in

which for a time was thought would prove
fatal. While walking on the Hampton and
St. Martins RailWay track, mear her home,
she stepped into a culvert several feet deep
and brought up on the steel rail, inflicting
a very severe wound on her body. Up to
yvesterday. afternoon. she was reported to
be bleeding to death, but today Dr. Wet-
more, her medical attendant, reported that

COASTER CUT T0

- PIECES B TH

A

station to station traffic. The Liberal view
was that the government rdilway must not
lose its identity by giving eompetitors ac-

the injuries were not as serious as at first
supposed, and that she was much better,
with every reason fo hope for a speedy re-
covery.

The Standard, following Mr. Flemming'sfot the cofistituency evidently believed in
method of defence, is unwilling to discuss|fair play. They ignored the efforts of
the acts of the -present government, but|Congervatives like Dr. Reid, who sought
attempts to keep the publie thinking

: i) S e | thus far. Until the high protectionists cease
PlT Bk, 00 A M) ST b 'to control tariff making at Washington the
four ounces for seven eents.

In England, | i : 2
e 11 rule. the fi
where a large part of the total wheat sup-! Sonste Wil Fyle. Wor P

about what transpired before the present
administration was formed. The public is
living in the present, not in the past, and
at the coming session of the Legislature
the govermmeént will be ¢ompelled to ac-
count for what it has done since it took
The evidence will make it very
clear that it has miserably failed to live
Also, the coming
session is to be marked by legislation of
highly important character, and therg is
a widespread suspicion today that in re-
gard to many of the projects before the
hag been
guilty of deception anl double-dealing. The
opposition in the coming Legislature will
have most important work to do, and its
activities will be followed with interest
by thousands of eleetors on both sides of
politics to whom the acts of the Flem-
ming administration have brought disap-

office.

up to its professions.

public the local government

pointment and given offence.

“MORE COFFEE”

Mr. Roosevelt is very definitely and em-
phatically on record in opposition to a
third term. The language he used while

in office was absclute and unequivoeal

Thi§ is proving awkward for him in his
present intentions and the editor of the
Outlook. before beginning  his Lental

the government could do much for the
constituency while Mr. Graham could be
of mno service to it. The fine major-
ity  recorded for the Liberal cause
is fitting punishment for the eleméend who
were so ready to exhibit their dishonesty.
Another and more important aspect of
the case is the bearing of the vote upen
the pélitical situation at large. Conserva-
tives have been boasting that theit gteat
success of last September would mean a
grave setback for Liberals sil oves:Can:
ada. South Renfréw provad iﬁévcohtii;ﬁy.
It reflects the strong dissatisfaction fei ;
Ontario and all over Canada in regard to
Mr. Borden's tedord since he forméd his
administration. = Ontario is not pleased
with his shuffting and evasion; and it dis-
likes his open alliance with the National-
ists and the visible proof that in some
leading matters of policy his allies irom
Quebec will not permit him to do anything
.|that 'is not agreeable to them. The loss
of prestige in Ontario, now proclaimad in
South Renfrew, -extends to all the ~the
provinces. .
Hon. Mr. Graham is a fighting L'rber."a_l
.|of great value in Parliament, asid he will
add mueh to the debating streng‘h of
the Opposition,
kept a seat heside himself vacant pending

to influsnce them by the statement that | twenty years there is now a fair prospect

ply is carried from Canada, Russid and
Egypt, the consumer pays four cents for a
two pound leaf. With the high cost of
living and with the difficulty experienced
by the average family in making both ends
meet, this différence in the cost of bread
amounts to a conmsiderable item in the
course of a year. Just why the price
secured by the bakers in St. John should

brothersin Toronto does not appear. The
Canada Bread Company in Toronte quotes
gix varieties of loaf of twenty-four ounces
for five cents.

The prevailing high cost of living must
be due to a very large degree to the
middlemen’s profits. The middleman is a
‘necessary convenience to the public. The
people must have the retail store to go to,
and the retail stores must heve their fair
profits; yet it should be pessible to sell at
a uniform price, such a universal standard
article as bread. Conditiong do not differ
greatly in the cities of Eastern-Canadi,
and when they do differ the advantiges
are in favor of 8t. John. It is a cheaper

city in which to do business than ‘either
Toronto or Montreal. Perhaps the differ-
ence in price is due to the quality, for if

lf,he quality is not better here it would
His honored leader hrul

seem as though the people of 8t. John pay
too much for bread.

i18e to be the two questions to the fore in

be greater than that demanded by their|

for a change.
| Trust “regulations’

)

and the tariff prom-
| the mext presidential election. They are in-
| timately and closely connected. In a great
"number of cages they follow one another
' as cause and effect. Mr. Roosevelt declares
that the present efforts to regulate trusts
| are all wrong. He believes that they can
make laws which will safegiard the inter-
- ests of the people ag a whole. Unfortunate-
ly he has no very satisfactory suggestion as
to what these laws are going to be, and
How they are going to prove successiu
where other efforts have so completely
failed.

| Even so careful an observer as Mr. Bryce
' has declared that all congressional legisla-
I tion affecting trusts and corporations 1is
' systematically managed, or at least in-
fluenced, by corruption. The corporations
,are continually growing, and at present
i they sway such power as has never before
\in the world’s history been trusted to the
(hands of private individuals. They have
. created a system of quiet but irresponsible
| corruption, and have achieved most com-

plete success in directing and controllingl

governrthents.
Mr. Taft’s way of breaking them up into

cess to its traffic-producing tertitory. What |

will Hon. Mr. Cochrane do about it’

§ ®* ® =

Sir Maxwell Aitken’s chauffeur, using
the financier's motor car
in Montreal some time age, and the in-
jured person has secured a verdiet for
$1.500 and costs.

Maxwell will never miss it. Besides, the

accident happened before he was knighted, |

and anything that far back doesn’'t count
anyway, so long as Sir Sandford Fleming
can be kept from heaving the lead line
into the water in.ths csment merger.

Now that the Privy Council has decided
that WinnipegAias 1o eontrol over the com-
pany which operates its streets we may
expect a revival of the movement to make
the Supreme Court of Canada the court of

last resort for Canadian cases. If the pres-|

ent law gives a corporation more rights
in a city’s streets than the citizens as a
body have, there is need for a change. If
the Privy Council has properly interpret-
ed the law, new legislation is in order; if
the decision is wrong this country should
prepare to <:0nﬁ1'1e‘P its appeals to Ottawa.
g

Report has it that a western syndicate

without the
knawledge of his employer, ran over a man |

The plaintiff can make |
good use of the money, no doubt, and Sir|

ABE MARTIN

|

While sharpenin’ a eye brow pencil this
mornin’  Miss Tawney Apple severely
wounded herself an’ is off duty at th’
Trade Palace where her splendid general-
| ship is much missed in th’ linen rushes.
.}Speakin' o’ poultry culture, th’ old fash
ioned farmer that don’t even know where

their component parts and reintroducing bas $250,000 to invest in real estate here.! his hens roost brings all th’ eggs ¢ towa.

Digby, N. 8., Feb. 24¢—Fletche:
the twelve year old son of Leonard
while coasting down Maiden Lane
struck by the suburban train at tw
five minutes after ten o'clock th
and instantly killed. The little f
head was almost completely cut off. 1
body was removed to Rice mdertak
rooms, where Coroner D: ill hold ¢
inquest this afternoon. he bhoy
vived by his parents and several brot
ers and sisters

The family recently muc
to Digby from

18 ot

18 8

Springfield, N. 8
Wade was in charge of the coopering
the Digby branch of the Maritime
Corporation.

Pigby, N. 8., Feb. 25
coroner's inquest yesterday to inquir
the death of eleven-year-old I
Wade, who was killed by a Dc
lantic shunting train
while coasting, finished last n
the engineer, conductor and brakes
the train, Uwen Riley, a t1
Oscar Morgan, eye witne
dent, and a little twel
of the deceased, who v
but who escaped injury, were ¢

The jury attached no blame to the t
men, but recommended the town ¢
ties request the railway company t
gates at the Birch street and Maide
Crossings.

A pathetic incident occurr
examination of Truckman
more than eighty vears of age,
ment of the affair caused an
heart trouble in the

(Spec

yester«

his

midst of

Lence, and ne had to be removed frox

court room and taken to his home.

are superior
tigate for y
vesters
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