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Forty ym“o it was common enough
in thé upper Biates of the middie Weost;
filty years ago it inhabited Virginia, West
Virginia sod gouthern Peapnsylvsvis, avd
seventy-fiva years ago it was 'killed often
in western New York. [Its Uisappearance

uu. K. T. Snyder,
Union 8%, Troy, Oblo, when she wad
eighteen years old, manifesting itself by &
bunack in her neck, wmmmmwwu.
was lancad, and became a running sore.
‘It affiicted the daughter of Mrs. J. H.
Jones, Parker City, Ind.; When 18 years old,
and developed ®o rapidly that when she
was 18 she hind eleven running sores on her .
neck and about her ears.
These sufférers werd not Jbenefited by

{from ils northern renges snd o tration
in this comparatively uosettled p:rt of the
world has puzsled msturslists, yot the ex-
plsnation ie simple.

Ot a!l squirrels the blackis the most
socretive. It dislikes the light. It is
beppy only when in deapest, darkest, thick-
¢st woods. Its color fits it best for com-
ceslment in shadows.

It is not friendly or secisble. It does
fot consort with other members of its
tribe. It is not & rquirrel of civilization. It
does not frequent trees close to houses;

| nobody can make a pet of if ; it 18 savege
| and golitary.

It retreated before the advancing eet-

| tlements as the wild pigeon retrested, and

as the prairie cbicken is retreating. As
the woole were felled and dark places
oleared up it went sonthward It was not
gnd maoy perished as they
lodien, it vombers
now only & thoassndth part of its forme’
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L'here 18 no fquirrel hard ic

Many of the (runks

nasrly black and agame

actically 1 ingushabie
srting aup & truok with great rapidity

will stop suddeniy and fiitten ouf A
J

intervensg for & moment
bas lost bis game
Hix only chance then is to #e'ret bim
self end watch patiently that part of
trees in which be tancies the quarry is hid
ing. % After & bslf hour he may be roward
ed by seeing an spparent kuol,
cenoce or piece of smooth bark detsch i'-

| seli;and move cautiously upward.

CECres

Among squirrel hunters who choose
sides for a prize the gray counts for five
points the lox for twenty five snd the
black for filty. This valuation is put on it
pot becsuse it is scarce, baut because it is
difficult to find and kill

| It jincreases here becsuse it is little
| bunted. The negroes let it alone becsuse
they regard it with the superstition with
which they bonor & bleck cat or a black
ben. Becsuss the iquirrel lives in the
deep of ewswmps, never visits the ficlds, is
not often seen in ;gniig‘h@ snd is ebon from
nose toteil-tip; They give it partnership
with the evil one.

It & negro driving & wegon into & swamp
for a losd of wood sses s black squirrel
lope acroge the diwm road, he will turn
back. His reasons for this sre twofold:
He is afraid of the pjuirrel end would Kk‘
to postpone hauling the weod. i
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&ﬂ‘ onal treatment, but, as they vohm—
1y say, were completely cured by

Hood’s Jarsaparilla

Thie pecullar medicine positivel d’
rects the scrofulous disposition an rum«-
cally and permanently cures the disease.

C————— o
rquirrel and all othar aibmos It ie & dis-
{inct species, and mates and brings forth
from three to five pups as black as itself.
There bave been many instances of the
fox squirrel’s mix'ng with the grays but the
black never mixes

1t ie not found in droves snd the pres-
ence of one in any part of the woods it no
guaraniee that there
Most likely thers are not male
sesociates with the femsle the
breeding ssason and deserts her ae soon as
mating is completed. returming to its soli
tary lite in its awn chosen heiliwic

i1t s pugnscious, but its
confined slmost wholly to its own kind
Whenever s male black iz shot the skin
will be found to bear scars too meny to
count, and the older it 18 the more scars it
will bear. Their fights are thought to be

are others
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I'he black zguirral is gennimaly & beauh ;
{5l animsl when in condition {
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P'uere sre but two ways of finding
By eyesight in stealthily, or by |
in bearing it teeding. The black |
squirrel in changing its place goes down

branches of the trees intarlage it will make
for & hundred ysrde scarcely
disturbiog s lesf or stirring a bough with
ite weight

Against this squirrel the rifle s aimost
useless. It is mot olten that & fsir shot
msy be bad. It caonpt be led into show-
ing its bead by any ordinary artifics; it
will not shifi slowly sround &4 tree until its
body is exposed and 4o pegmit the barking
shot which consists in driving e ball be-
tween (he belly and bark and 1o killing the
anims! with shock,

It is an adept at gamng solid wosd be-
tween itself and its firemen end keepin
there [t is to be kilied mainly only w %»oa
it i first seen and staris toward its hnllow
refuge.

1t is swilt on its feet, though not & hr
leaper, and se it dsrts along the [imbs its
lithe black body. dimly seen through the
shadows and leaves, offers no easy tarmet
even for 8 12 gauge. That gun with Ne.
6 shot is about the only weapon worth have
ing when black spuirrels are wanted.

The animal will not bs exposed to view
for mops thao & yard a¢ ny tims sad the
shot mnat be (nmd frequently at
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