
bridge* are. jjypixWât to aiyç strength and 
at tiie same time lightness. Comparison 
has been Arawn between railway and high­
way bridges. The great difference lies in 
the .fact • teat railway bridges are built of 
roll section^ and the highway bridges 

-largely of built sectionsÿ at least those 
that are built-in.this province are of built 
sections. À „highway bridge can be built 
of тої! aectjons to carry à certain strain, 
bet. beyond that point -it is not safe to go, 
Uiu&laia-ie the, practice in building bridg­
es of roll sections; on the ofner hand 
rail,way bridges can .be built of heavy 
testai and that being heavy in proportion 
âo.ita length—if that is the way it is tigur- 
ed—ifc .meaps the more money and conse­
quently, can . j%e built cheaper. There is 
more profit, to the foot and consequently 

be jbuilt more cheaply. In speaking of 
. a-: strain Mr. Fiah said h# would compare 

4« a wagom built light which would do 
to jide,a»pi|nd the Greets and would bear 

strain, but Щ would be a very 
. difficult thing,to get a light wagon to carry 
Ф. heavy load. That is just the difference 
bet-wen. a ' highway bridge, and a railway 
bridge- ;
z Mr. Carvell—And the .light costs 
per pound than the heavy.

Mr. ï^sh—Çeffig built that way, it costs 
^ pgo^ te build them, inasmuch 

y ,thesis more labor placed upon them. 
U shows how entirely unfair would 
be any comparison we could make 
in fogard to price, unless we actually take 
tiie very structure itself, get all the cost 
ôf érectirig thd structure as we- did, put 
that down ainTfighre upj that is the Vmlÿ 
way to get actually" ftt the cost and to 
know if that lost is si" fair one and that 
ia what we bad to decided Mr. Fish felt 
no justice whatever' cdtdd be done in arriv­
ing at a conclusion without taking these 
matters iifto consideration, and with the 
rest of the committee he was very careful 
ih talking these matters over and consider­
ing'the evidence given by the experts in 
regard to these pointe. Hé failed to find. 
one of the six who did not agree with 
Iftto on that point that built sections cost 
ÉÉBré than roll sections. Onr bridges are 
cdestructed largely of built sections, and 
wbeh the honorable member made à vom- 
pirisoh from this notorions blue sheet and 
mhfle considerable almneement for ns, it is 
no ^comparison whatever. (Applause.) 
Thé history of tine blue hheet we atlî-fcnow. 
There is food -here for reflection foru iong 
time to eome^httd a "man might' spend a' 
gréât deal of time gathering considerable 
information ffiorn that sheet to arrive at 
some- conclusions in regard to our own 
bridges. It was very kind of 'Mr. Koy 
to prepare this sheet and: bring it down 
tefere to ua. (Laughter and apleuee.) Mr. 
№h regretted to bear rite opposition advise 
63m nob to >ghre it up. after coming here 
end tirijyAad1. considerable trou We to force 
ИґрШтіійь However they had got this 
■hegbiaad'it was a vety valuable one. Mr. 
Boy tihed^heBt aFey up |o Ontario for a 
few oohteacte an* tenders that were jnep- 
tfooed esto that sheet and which the com- 
mitese uafterwarda learned and Mr. Koy 
yra#4réi£-'parafai m sending to ,send for 
bridges bffik at & loss to himself. (Hear, 
baer.t'vMr. Fish did .not know- why Mr.

-he* ) dapthat unices it was to tell 
hoar usimaply bridges could be built and 

» perhaflkf Jea^-the committee into a trap. 
Mr. Roy bed' travelled about 1,400 miles 
from Hamilton, Ontario, down to Hunter’s 
Brook in Nova Sootia and built * bridge 
there for the ,niagnificen$. profit of #6 58. 
(Laughter and applause.) That reminded 
him (Fish) that there were two classes 

. *'bo_ worked. the
Tol their, living and the other, for. their 

health-, (Laughter.). fie thought ^h*t Mr.. 
Roy.-had acted dûhoncstîy with h» com- 
»any щ putting down, the profit on the 

he çopld have credited the 
cpmpany; with '$300 on acount of his. trip 
to the seaside for his health. (Laughter.) 
The other bridge showed ц ppofit of $5.19.

we jo tbink of expert witness- 
’ gere to te|l the truth, the whole

. attempting to give the 
iriigation consisting of contracts

at » loes- D°« 11 ”*
bhoy on face a gross attempt to deceive 

hear.)
White-jouy friends. would laugh and aay 

tha4) Mn^ÿçpr's évidence is of all the evf- 
xj|nee giv^en. th$ only one of any import­
ance , th^jj wiU need to bolster up Mr. 
Hdy^s;.evidence all they can; it will need 
aJB thehelp they can give it, for the more 
W4? examine it tfee more do we find Mr. 
Roy came here as a prejudiced Witness. 
(АтаЬдйе.У ‘ • \r, v *

Mr. Fish resumed after reçeee. lté said 
that when the Bouse took recess he was 
going on to refer to. the witnesses, who 
gave evidence oh behalf of Mr. Hazenbe- 
tbro the investigating committee 
Ro^rbegan bjf teling us wbht a grèat 
hè was. He foIdTn* that he was àn &sso- 

* ctfti toetnber of, the (Canadian Institute Of 
*. : Kngbiéers", and that if ft had htit bden for 

Wè oppoSitiort of this House requiring his 
Sendees hi wéïtèetion With the bridge in- 

4 vestigation he would erè this have beén 
~ an associate member of thë Americfih In­

an aaôdkte thember of the American In­
stitute of Engineers end also of the Eng­
lish Institute of Engineers. He (Fish) 
could imdkine he heard the American eagle 
èeream a«^lt winged its way’to heaven and 
pinned his regdlia to a star. (Laughter.) 
He could imagine he heard the British 
Hon rear as he saw another bright and 
ehining jewel for his crown. (Laughter 
and applause.) He was glad for trie sake 
of these institutes that- the element of the 
cê*!4»f highway -bridges waa net included 
ih their curriculum. (Laughter.) Very 
early m the investigation Mr. Boy impress­
ed the eomittee with the fact that he was 
a prejudiced witness and consequently un­
lit to give expert testimony, and he (Fish) 
wee not -surprised that Mr. Roy's evidence 
was the1 subject of so much ridicule, be­
cause in that gentleman’s evidence what 
he knows is very badly mixed up with 
what he does not know. (Applause.) He 
toH us that he visited the Lefebvre bridge, 
thàt he found- some diagonal rods loose 
and -some heavier than was necessary, and 
he found fault with the rivetting because 
Wc had no wmd-jhmer to make the heads 

- ' »-* smooth as a bald-headed-man, (Laugh- 
' terL vhid looking down he had probably 

see#1 ЯНкі. (Hear, hear.) He next vis*- 
e4 *bweiUisbd*y bridge and told us it was 
*' -bridge after his own heart. He muât 
have ^etood'en thie bridge at midnight." 
Affèttedhfcr heart! No wonder he did not 
notice that hie best girl had one shoe off: 
(Laughter and applause.)

Perhaps when, he Saw that one shoe was 
partly, off he took it for granted 4that the 
<>ther could not be in that state. On that 
bridge- everything that Mr. Roy saw was 
perfect. * He visited another bridge and 
that' a too was perfect. These two latter 
bridges, were built by' upper Canadian 
firms, white the poor unfortunate bridges 
oeentructed by> our New Brunswick firm* 
were foil of faults. According to Mr.Roy 
„ibère was nothing good about them, and 
they had cost two prices,. That was about1 
the substance of Mr. Roy's evidence.,

-er polieyv (ApplauseAexamination he suddenly fell -into the 
groove where he knew nothing, and ^rom 
that out it was almost impossible to gfet 
anything out of him, and what was 
dragged from him was told in a very’ 
doubtful sort of way. The evidence of 
Prof. Swain was not such as to enable the 
committee to decide as to whether these 
bridges were costing too much or not. He 
read from pamphlets, contracts, memor­
andum books and other sources of 
mat ion, but he was not able to state from 
his own experience what the cost should 
be of bridges such as were under investiga­
tion. He referred to the Boston subway, 
to a large bridge ox-er the Charles River 
and to some other large structures with 
whic-h he had been connected, and he stat­
ed that the steel work in the Boston s-ufi» 
way was comparable to that on the True­
man Pond bridge. There is no question 
that they are comparable, and they are 
comparable in this way: Supose we take 
a piece of rolled iron ode foot long and one 
inch by a half inch, and we wiH take the 
weight at 10 pounds'at ttfo cents per* 
pound, making 20 cents. We will take an­
other piece of similar iron of the same 
length two inches by three-,quarters of an 
inch, and we will put its Weight at 25 
pounds at two cents per pound, making 
50 cents. They are comparable only as 20 
cents is to 50 cents, fn other words they' 
are comparable only ' In form and not 
otherwise," and so with the Boston subway 
»nd the Trueman Poqd Bridge. (Ap­
plause). On the other hand Messrs. !Sef- 
ton, Lockhart and Arnold gave most im­
portant testimony .Mr. Arnold examined 
the bridges, and he saw at pdce the superi­
ority of the bridges built by our -New 
Brunswick firms. He saw that they were 
not 4)f the same class as those built by the 

He showed to 
the committee that the labor expended 
upon bridges bnilt by our own firms was 
much greater than upon the bridges built 
by the Dominion Bridge Company and the 
Hamilton Bridge Company. We are get­
ting â permanent bridge that is permanent 
and if they have cost a little money now 
they #ill more than pay 
(Applause.) Mr. ' Pfetefo’ evidence was 
most satisfactory, and he Answered ques­
tions in such a manner ns to gfoe the com­
mittee a very dear idea of the manner of 
manufacturing bridges. There was not 
one question that was asked him which 
he did not answer in the freest, fullest 
and most satisfactory way. Mr. Fish re­
ferred to the fact that Mr. Peters had 
been wiliing.to produce a list of the stock­
holders of. the company, but he stated 
frankly to the committee that he would 
rather not make euoh information public 
and he (Fish) was pleased to be able to 
say that the leader of the oposition was 
the first to say that it was not necessary 
to produce them just then. (Applause.) 
He (Fish) had learned from Mr. Peters 
later the names of the stockholders, and 
he could not see "why those names should 
be made public, as they had no bearing 
at all upon the questions under investi­
gation. Mr. Peters showed very clearly 
to the committee that the price for bridges 
Was made up in exactly the same way as 
the company made up its* prices for stoves, 
furnaces and other . things manufactured 
by them. They simply charged the regular 
profit on bridges. Mr. Fi& referred to 
the evidence given by Messrs. Sefton and 
Lockhart, who had pointed out on the 
plans that were hung on.the walls the dif­
ferent parts which go to make up the su­
perstructures, and he (Fish) would ven­
ture to say that any вюш looking at those 

. plane, rno matter bow limited his experi­
ence, would,, be forced to the conclusion 
that the bridges which have been built 
in this province are f*r superior to the 
bridges built bÿ thé upper Canadian firms. 
(Applause.) A great deal has been said 
about the exclusion of evidence before the 

. committee, and he would say a word or 
two with regard to that, because he felt 
that the opposition in making that charge 
were simply trying to excite political pre­
judice throughout the province. Tfie first 
was the case of Mr. Donald, whom the op­
position wanted to bring here to show the 
cost of some rolled ribs purchased by him 
from the Record Foundry Company and 
used in building; a roof ob a. building in 
Halifax. The pominittee decided" 
receive such evidence, and they were justi­
fied in that decision, as evidence of tihait 
character was even more ridiculous than 
comparing the Boston subway with the 
Trueman Pond bridge. Then they 
plain with regard to Mr. Johnson. He 
had been asked by the chairman to bring 
certain papers, but he "brought only 
whic)| suited him and which the 
pf the opposition asked for. .The 
mittee therefore decided not to hear his 
evidence until he proceed all the papers 
asked for. He went back to Montréal for 
the papers* but he never returned, and tie 
(Fish) had no doubt the reason he did 
not .come back was because he tvas afraid 
to come. The excuse that h)| secretary 
would not âjlow him to bring the papers 
falls to thé ground when it is remembered 
that he. àllowed him to bring a portion 
of the papers, and if a portion why not 
àH? (Applause.) He claimed that the 
committee acted perfectly right in the 
course‘pursued in reference to Mr. John­
son. Mr. Fish next referred to the charge 
that contracts were given out without ten­
der, and pointed out that where tenders 
were called for many instances have oc­
curred were the “lowest tender” pro­
vision has been supplied by contractors 
providing for those who put in a low ten­
der. The practice of oaling for tenders 
was npt the general practice of the 
ceasful corporations and private firms of 
today, and he instanced the C. P. R. and 
Grand Trunk and other corporations, who 
depend on their own engineers for plans 
and specificatios and then have them car­
ried out by reliable manufacturers or con­
tractors. If private firms and corpora­
tions adopted this course, why should not 
a gbvemment? Continuing, Mr. Fish said 
he wished to refer for one moment to the 
evidence that was supposed to come here 
from the province of Nova Scotia. Dr. 
Pugeley had been asked to try and per- 
vsuadjB Meets. Stewart, McNeil and Mnr- 

1 phy to come here and give evidence, but 
it seemed to him (Fish) that when these 
people would not come at the request of 
the leader of the opposition it was a pret­
ty good intimation that they did not want 
to oome. and that they, could not see t tmt 
they could furnjsh any information if they 
did come. The class of bridges bqilt in 
Nova Scotia are largely rolled eection 
bridges, and where they are built sections 
they ate costing more. Mr. Stewart, of 
New Glasgow, had told him (Fish) that he 
had lost money on the bridges built by 
him in Nova Scotia. As to the prices x 
which have been paid by our government 
for highway bridges, thé bills were all be­
fore the committee, and he (Fish) could 
hot see that there was anything but what 
Was charged at a fair price, and he thought 
the prices paid for bridges were as low as 
could be secured anywhere. Although the 
expenditure on the bridges repreeentel a 
considerable amount of money <!it bwas ell 

_ w _ _ _ ^ paid out for the bridge* and there mas nbt
When askedvforae expknatioa- un"erdes- the slightest evidence of any-wrongdoing

to economise. (Hear, beer.) He tries to con­
duct his department with such strict economy 
that he cannot do more. Of course It Is 
true be fcss to be also controlled by tbs 
amopnt of money at bis disposal and per­
haps we get se many bridges as other coun­
ties in comparison with the population. 
(Hear, bear.)

At any rate, if we do get one up there 
be able to tell ae to the prive

THE HUMORIST OF THE HOUSE;- The lya statementa hardly, ga hand in Mr. Em menton said 08 cents. Dr. Stock-
hand. I enjoyed hearing him , speak. 1 ton raid in reply: “Dkm't you think they 
am rétidy to pay a high tribute1 :to his could be bought a little cheaper?" to which 
talent and his oratory and his most agree- the premier replied: **I am free to ac- 
able personality; but I think when he knowledge that they could be built â little 
says he was satisfied, I really do not see cheaper than that/' He then spoke of his 
why we should be dissatisfied. (Applause), experience with Upper Canadian concern» 

Mr. Roy’s evidence is somewhat con- and spoke of some tenders at 0£ cents, but, 
demnatory of the prices paid by the govern- said he, “I might get it a little cheaper, 
ment for bridges built by the Record but the government sustains me in the 
Foundry Company and other New Bruns- opinion, that the difference is so slight 
wick concerns and he quoted the prices and the advantage of having the work 
he would do it at; and he raid if he re- done here so great and the work is so 
ceived a rush order (1 think he must have much better that I feel if the province 
got a rush order here, for no sooner was paid a little more the province is getting 
his evidence through than he suddenly got full value for what it pays." (Applause), 
up and out—he made a rush out of Fred- That was never questioned by Dr. Stock- 
ericton) and if he got that rush order he ton, who never said it was too much and 
made a good profit out of it. (Laughter), for two years no question was raised 
He would fill it at one price. However, about it and never until just before the 
his chief hope is that before he dies he last election. (Applause). I refer to this 
will have an opportunity to build bridges as I heard it myself. (Hear, hear), 
in New Brunswick (Laughter.) I feel that the investigation lias been

The charge that evidence was withheld most ample and the question fully tried 
or given reluctantly on the part of the out and probably there has been a little 
government I am sure Is not a fair one to more bickering and quarrelling among 
make. Every opportunity was given for others than the lawyers; but I feel full 
the introduction of evidence. Mr. John- justice has been done to all parties during 
son’s swift departure from here—perhaps the investigation and I accept the X'erdict 
he may be on his return—but if he is he of that tribunal with latiefaction as well 
will be here too late unless be hurries up, a* with a feeling that it was just and fair, 
(laughter)—was not due to the withhold- (Applause), 
ing of evidence. (Laughter). However, I 
am certain that every opportunity was 
given for the fullest examination of any 
witness or any person required, and no 
one can contest that statement. (Hear, 
hear).

One honorable gentleman said that thi* 
house and country was very much indebt­
ed to the honorable leader of the opposi­
tion. I have no doubt that it is so, and 
no doubt also but he is responsible for the 
payment of some very heavy bills for 
which the country may be considered re­
sponsible to him until paid. (Laughter).
I really am very much surprised. I do 
not know what the country will think of 
us if we pay all the bills I heard of after 
what transpired last year at the last gen­
eral election. They will say “did we not 
speak on this very bridge question? Did 
we not say plainly—so plainly that when 
you went there next time there should be 
no question about the price of bridges— 
and we returned your government by a 
large majority? Then what reason was 
there for incurring so large an amount of 
expense in connection with this investiga­
tion?"! will not say how much it is. It 
is certainly very large. Wbgt 
we make? We will have to take the re­
sponsibility of paying it.

Another statement was made about the 
permanent bridge accounts not having 
been before the public accounts committee.
That is not a true statement. Iiiave been 
a member of that committee ever since 
I have had the honor of being a member 
of this legislature and I have always seen 
the .accounts of the puôlic works depart­
ment produced. In fact, on one occasion, 
the committee held its meeting on Satur­
day night from about 7 o’clock m the 
evening until—well, I won't say beyond 
12, but to within five minutes, so as not 
to commit a breach of the law and the 
Sabbath day, and during that time every 
one of the permanent bridge accounts was 
placed before that committee and investi­
gated that night. (Applause).

8o many out ^eous statements have 
been made dunu, the discussion of this 
matter, many » for from the actual truth,
I almost thougut we had gone back to 
that period which is and always will be 
known in provincial history as the Finder 
regime. (Laughter and applause). There 
was never a more truthful statement made 
than that by Mr. Laforest, when he said 
that the shortest members carried the 
load. (Laughter). Boy, kindly bring me 
all the bridge evidence! (One of the pages 
—the smallest of their number—obtains 
from the clerk the evidence, consisting of 
some 909 pages of- typewritten matter 
and carries it to Mr. Osman amid the 
laughter of the House)- 

•Die matter of the evidence—well—(lift­
ing it up) (laughter). This has been fully 
discussed and I may almost truthfully say 
that there has been only one item left 
for me to speak upon, but that would be 
hardly true; but if only one it necessitates 
two references to the evidence, one of 
whiqh I think is somewhere near the 
middle of it and the other somewhere 
about the end of it and therefore it xvill 
be necessary for me to read the whole 
of it through. (Laughter). Therefore, 
when I say that there was never a more 
truthful statement made than that stated 
by the honorable member for Madawaeka 
(Mr. Laforest)—that the shortest members 
«have to carry the heaviest load it і» true, 
for this reason: The honorable provincial 
seertearv, Mr. Legere, Mr. Whitehead and 
myself are, I think, the shortest members.
I Laughter). The honorable provinciàl 
have to carry the heaviest load-it is true, 
the province; Mr. Legere has to carry the 
load and responsibility of the county of 
Kent in the investigating committee, and 
mv honorable friend so near my left (Mr.
Whitehead) has to carry the weight of re­
sistance to the attempt for reduction of 
taxation for this city, while 1-І have to 
read all through this evidence tonight for 
your satisfaction. (Great laughter).
Therefore, if upon no other point, I can 
say upon that point the honorable member 
for Madawaeka at any rate epoke the 
truth for once. (Applause).

I must congratulate the honorable mem- 
ber who xvas called the Baby of the House 
but who has now in a few weeks grown 
to lull manhood and I was very much im­
pressed by hia oration today, and I am 
sure that his friends on the other side of 
the House was more than pleased, and I 
congratulate the honorable leader of the 
opposition on having *o able an assistant.
^ Who is able to criticize the statement 
of the honorable leader ol the government 
when he raid that the New Brunswick 
bridges would last 60 years longer that the 
Nova Scotia bridges? Who is able to 
question that? I heard of a man once who 
said that cedar trees would last 100 years 
and that he knew a man who had lived 
to test it twice. (Lalighter).

The men who contradict tWo engineers 
and who challenge the statement of the 
honorable leader of the government must 
have been living 75 years before they 
can speak with authority. I am willing to 
give the Nova Scotia bridges 25 years and 
the extra 50 the New Brunswick, and the 
man must watch them for 75 years before 
he can say they will not carry out the 
promise of the honorable leader of the 
government. (Applause).

I have spoken somewhat lightly about 
the matter, but in my heart I fed it eeri­

ly and feel my obligation in this House 
tonight as seriously as any man on the 
floors, and I say there has been no de­
ception on the pert of the local govern­
ment. (Applause). I think during my 
first session here, when perhaps I took 
rather more minute account of everything 
laid than now, and perhaps I regarded 
with a little more trusting confidence the 
words which dropped from legislators lips; 
but when I eay much more interest than 

1 mean that I remember 1

on the, part of the government, or any 
member‘of iht government. It matters litqr 
tie how much the opposition may strive to 
bolster op their discreditable charge. The 
fact remains that only a fair price was 
paid for bridges; no exhorbitant or ex­
cessive prices were paid; there was no 
neglect of doty, but the evidence given 
before the committee Was an overwhelm­
ing confirmation of the wisdom of the gov­
ernment’s policy of having a high class 
bridge built in our own province and at a 
fair and reasonable price. (Applause.)

‘ і

The Premier’s Bright Colleague 
Pokes fun a( the Opposition— 
His Confidence in the Government 
and Admiration for His Chief.

then I may 
and quality of steel girders, and whether 
rolled bare ere cheeper than other bare 
riretted together or not. However, I feel 
fully satisfied that our etecl bridges in this 
province are good bridges and that the 
prices paid are not esceaelre even If a little 
higher than some large factory outside 
chargea. (Appl#u»e.) And I hope the time 
will soon come when we will have more of 
thoae steel bridges (bear, hear) all over the 
province. (Applause.)

We admit this fa a wonderful world of 
eura, a wonderful age we live In. Oeologlete 
tell us of the long and protracted period» 
through which k has rolled durlag for­
mation. History delineates the story of man, 
the rise and fell of empire, of kingdom and 
state; but there Is nothing In t$e research 
of science, nothing In the tales of history, 
to cotopare with the living present, the 
present day. In three brief words whit a 
world of thought la comprehended. What In- 
finite movements, what joys and sorrows, 
what faith and doubt, what hope and de­
spair? What fierce conflict* and subtler 
scheme я of policy; and at *he same time 
what glorious achievement* are being car­
ried out? (Prolonged applause.) Tie a 
privilege to live In an age sp stirring, so 
pregnant, ao eventful. 'Tie an ago npvcr 
to be forgotten. It* impression on history 
is indelible. Yee, this Is en ege so peculiar, 
•o selfish, so devoted to the doller that by 
some It has been termed an age of goldL 
(Applause.)

Judging from the isst three or four weeks, 
from the manifestations which we have 
the last few days, or in other worde, from 
the signa of the timei, or from the hand­
writings on the wall, we have como to tbo 
conclusion, at least in New Brunswick, this 
age «hall be known as the ateel bridge age. 
(Laughter and applause.)

Verily it's been said again, this world 1* 
a show and we are either actors or spec­
tators. Be that as It may we verily believe 
that In New Brunswick at least steel bridges 
have become of late a periodica* and pro­
vincial exhibit. (Applause and laughter.)
I thought I had an eye for beauty* a taste 
for the sublime and could comprehend tbs 
splendor of a steel bridge, a structure of 
beauty and utility, spelling out the skill 
and ingenuity of man. But, since I have 
listened to the eloquence of the speakers, I 
Just commence to reallxe the magnitude of 
this bridge exhibition. (Laughter.) This 
panorama, thia ever changing scene, the 
eights of yesterday are old, the scenes of 
today are passing, the scenes of tomorrew 
will be new. (Prolonged cheering.) Ee<h 
dey brings more verted hues—more fsnclfu 
observations. (Applause.)

Sut te «Jor «he p.nonmt we will be 
compelled to enter Into the apirlt ef lie 
author, to imbibe the eentlmeote of the chief 
actor, without whom the whole enhlbttlon 
la a failure. (Applauae.)

Ym. he acta well hie pert: tala form I» 
noble, bin language eloquent, hla aklll mas­
terly. (Applause.) In fact he le mnater 
of the situation. If we will for n moment 
endorse hla principles, drink deep ef hie 
eloquence, grnap hie hand and organise a 
government, a atroag government, * vigor­
ous policy, a government whose foundation 
or aubntructure «ball be granite, whose 
superstructure shell be permanent, whoae 
PlHara and posta, whoae beama and girder,, 
whose truasea and

Mr. Osman накі : I observe that the 
members of this Uouee who follow the 
lender of the opposition have been ex­
hausted, unfortunately for them (laughter) 
and perhaps for oureelvee (laughter) be­
cause a diecueeion that is too one sided 
ia certainly not ao intereating or eatiafac- 
tory as a diecueeion which ia more evenly 
balanced.

In respect to the speakers, 1 nm quite 
willing to concede that although very few 
in number they perhaps have greater 
ability than we on thin aide—(laughter)— 
but, at least we would not claim for 
selves any greater than they have—(great 
laughteb)—yet, as I aald before, it would 
be much more intereating if the discussion 
could be g little more evenly divided.

So far it has been exceedingly aerioua to 
ne all in many way»; it ia aerioua from 
the length of time we have been here, but 
still more it has been a aerioua time for 
OUr chief, who has been on hia trial; but 
We will aoon have the pleasure of eeeing 
how satUdactory the event will be to all 
on thin aide of the House. (Applause).

The honorable leader of the opposition 
mid to me (and I hope he will not think 
it is a breech of confidence if I repeat the 
statement ) that he never knew of a par­
liamentary investigation which resulted in 
ady other verdict thaii a party verdict. 
Therefore, he certainly cannot be disap- 
poibted m the result if he thinks it will 
be, or considers it will be a partisan ver­
dict. (Hear, War). If he really and sin­
cerely feHpthat there would be a verdict 
that wnould sustain the government and 
its leader, then why put this country to 
the great expense—(applause)—eo great 
that I only realized a short time ago how 
great, and he must have been able to 
estimate better than we could how great 
that expense was that he' intended to cast 
upon "the province. I ask why he did do it 
if he was assured before band of the re­
sult? (Applause).

I hâve heard parliamentary investiga­
tions referred to aa fishing excursions, and 
a dreire to look into the accounts of the 
administration in the fond hope, not al­
ways disappointed, that in ao fishing some­
thing would be discovered- With that 
feeling in my mind I often entered the 
committee room, which was oftentimes the 
scene of many incidents, sometimes im­
portant, but always such that gave the 
suggestion of it being a fishing ground; 
and even that suggestion waa more firmly 
estahtiahed in my mind, in fact I regarded 
it as something in the nature of a salmon 
pool. (Laughter). First of all I saw the 
fishing pool. I saw that they were using 
all sorts of flies, but particularly “the 
silver doçtor." (Laughter). That fly is, 
as a ralq, successful anywhere and always 
well taken. It is a well known fly. I am 
free tp acknowledge it was a fairly success­
ful fly here in this investigation, though 
it.did not faite any very large fish. (Ap­
plause and laughter).

There was also another fly which was 
applied with some skill. It was also well 
known qs “Jock Scott’’ (laughter). It 
waa sometimes successful—to a slight de­
gree. (Lighter).

Occassipnally I saw used a favorite fly 
known m Madawaskan. waters as the 

" I believe. That was tried 
y. (Laughter).

MR. ROBINSON’S SPEECH.

The Bridge Charges an Election 
Dodge and alScheme by'Opper 
Province Concerns to Crush Out 
N. B. Industries.

- .Л

* our-
Mr. Robinson raid: I did not intend to 

make any remat-ks on the matter before 
the House save to make an explanation. 1 
happen to be a stockholder in the Record 
Foundry Company and ttodef the rttlea of 
the house I think it would be only right 

I aiiouid
not vote on this question. (The hou- 
speaker informs Mr. Robinson that su ch­
ie not a matter of privilege and -that he 
(Mr. Robinson) has a right to vote.) 
When the bridge charges were first pro­
mulgated throughout the length and 
breadth of the province it was my opinion 
that it was qply an election dodge and a 
scheme on the part of those concerns in 
Ontario and Quebec to drive out our little 
concerns, with the backing up of the op­
position. (Applause.) Such was the im- 
preeion formed in my mind at the time. 
Since then I have followed closely the dif­
ferent line* taken up ae thin matter wee 
disceused in the House find before the 
people find I have also read some of the 
evidence given before the committee and I 
want frfinkly to Say that after so doing 
I am still of thé opinion that it is after all 
only fi political question and I am prepar­
ed to state, conscientiously, after looking 
into the matter that I do not see bow 
anyone can take any other position. (Hear, 
bear.)

It would seem that they compare it like 
unto a house-—I -may ray almost in frame 
—without any of the so called gingerbread 
work.They do not take into consideration 
or make any allowance for the thousand 
and one things, each small in itself, which 

for the full completion of 
the house; and so with a bridge, they fail 
to take into consideration many things 
which are ne cessary to its completion be­
fore ready for traffic. ' I do not think that 
is a fair argument nor do I think that the 
chargee have been well laid. There is 
nothing before this house to justify the 
statement of the last speaker (Mr. Melan* 
son) to whom I listened with pleasure, 
that the cost of the bridges before the 
new policy xvas only 4 cents per pound and 
that they now average 81 cents per pound. 
The cost of those bridges has been given 
so frequently that I need not repeat each 
one, but the result shows no such thing 
as that spoken of by*be last speaker and 
where he got his figures from I do not 
know but certainly they we re not stated 
before the committee. (Applauee.).

To follow the matter out to its logical 
conclusion it must be borne in mind that 
there are great differences in the manu­
facturing of bridge as in other thing*. 
Local circumstances must be considered, 
the connecting links between the strue» 
ture and the banks, whether camel back 
or times bridge, whether over a swift or 
sloW running river; and therefore I say 
that the circumstances must enter into 
the element of cost—in short everything 
under the existing conditions at the time 
of building must be considered. (Ap­
plause). I do not think it -would take any 
one approaching this question with ae- un­
biased mind a very long time, after read­
ing the evidence given before the com­
mittee, to come to the conclusion that the 
bridges built by the present government 
are superior in every way to any of the 
bridges built by upper Canadian concerns. 
(Applause.)

1 might also refer, before taking my 
seat, to the class of evidence which has 
been produced before the committee. It 
does strike me, and, I think, it will strike 
ahy reasonable man in this house and any 
reasonable person in this province that 
you cannot expect to have a case proved 
out of the .mouths of witnesses such as 
were produced in support of the chargee 
made. It doe* seem to me that When 
yon consider that out of this broad con­
tinent of America that the only persons 
produced before the committee to support 
the charges made are Prof. Swayne of Bre­
ton and Mr. Roy. Prof. Swayne is a 
must, by hie own evidence, admittedly not 
a person with any knowledge whatever 
of the construction ,-of highway bridgea 
eucb fie are built in this province; but the 
fact i* that his experience has been con­
fined to the construction of such works as 
those over the Charles River, Breton, the 
subway at the same place and similar 
works. Mr. Roy is the manager of a rival 
cohcem, et concern which has been try­
ing -for yenrs to get down into tiie prov­
ince of Xexv Brunswick. What for? To 
control if possible the erection of bridges 
in this province, to drixe out of existence 
those little concerns in existence here 
struggling so that they may have the op­
portunity to construct our own provin­
cial bridges. (Applause.) Why! By his 
own evidence lie has gone to the prox'ince 
of Nova Scotia and built bridge.-» ait lc« 
than cost. (Hear, hear.) What for? For 
the purpose of driving out the one dr two 
little concerns which are there engaged 
in the construcion of bridge work. (Ap­
plause.) Do you really hink that the e\*i- 
dencc of such witnésbes would have any 
Weight at all before any jury, before a 
committee of this House or the people of 
this country? Reference has been niaed 
to this blue print in a jocular way and as 
to the xralue of the figures shown by it; but 
there is to be said about it, when first it 
came here it was a blue print; then by 
the opposition it was changed to a white 
print, and when they turned it ov.er again 
into our hands it became a black print— 
so that now we cannot tell at all what 
color it is it has been across the floor so 
often. (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Emmerson-—Still it looks very 
blub for the opposition. (Applause.)

Mr. Robinson—Yes, very blue. (Laugh­
ter.) I did not intend to speak to the 
question at all and therefore prepared no 
speech and simply rose to make an ex­
planation; yet I may say that after hear­
ing the evidence of Mr. Arnold, a prac­
tical man, and that of the other practical 
men brought here, and of Mr. Peters, who 
certainly showed the committee that he 
fully understood his business, as every 
one who attended the committtee must 
admit, I believe the present policy of 
building permanent bridges is the best. 
When we are old or perhaps are gone 
then it will be that the people who fol­
low ufi will give thanks that such a policy 
hfid bren inaugurated by the present gov- 
erbmèWty and' ftÿél' that etièh1 a policy 
dertaken by tticit forefothera waarthç prop-

more

I feel also that the country will be 
satisfied. My confidence, in the adminis­
tration is as strong and sound a» ever it 
was. My feelings of admiration for my 
chief and colleague are enhanced by the 
manner in which he stood this charge and 
came through it. I congratulate him with 
all my heart. (Applauee).
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MR. PORTER’S SPEECH.
uper province concerns.

The Word Painter of Victoria County 
Paints Many Pictures and Then 
Shows How the Time of the House 
Has Been Wasted by the Investi­
gation.for tihemeelves.

Mr. Porter ealdt I felt that It was hardly 
necessary I should speak upon this subject 
because I thought it waa only a political 
question and I had not taken much Interest 
in it while the Investigation waa proceed­
ing. I thought K was a question that could 
safely be left to the lawyers of the House— 
that it wae largely a matter of evidence 
and then the issue we all know; but since 
the report has reached this House I have 
been taking a little Interest in gathering 
wbat I could from the different speakers, 
but I am sorry to ажу I did not learn any- 
thing new on the queetlon. The question 
stands merely fie it had before, as a poli­
tical question. It seems from all the die- 
evasion that has taken place here and from 
all the evidence that there has been nothing 
of Importance adduced. The facta are the 
same, that the government built certain ateel 
bridgea and from all the Information I 
gathered from the other aide of the House 
I have never heard them say how many 
bridges there are or what waa the coat; but 
1 have heard them state that they could 
never get any information In the public 
works department. If that be ao then how 
la it possible for them to know what the 
prices of the bridges were? It seems to 
me that they are knocking the foundation 
out of their conclusions when they make 
such statements about being unable to get 
information and about there belag no ac­
curate statement •• bo the coat per pound 
of those particular structures. Then ngntn, 
while this matter haa 
thought, although this is largely a matter 
of evidence for legal gentlemen and though 
tfley may seem to be beyond the grasp of 
the lay mind, yet we find that it Is a prin­
ciple in courts that although the main point 
ie tho evidence adduced yet it is generally 
left to commoneense men to decide 
(laughter) and from what we have heard 
from the reporte I have not heard anything 
to convince me that tht* question does not 
today remain where It was at first, as a 
merely political question. (Applauae.)

When we hear the *contentions about tho 
different points and ' the contentions and 
evidence of the experts we feel like an Irish­
man did when he addreeeed himself to an 
American whom he saw at work "My, what 
do make of thle?" and the American says, 
"I am making the pattern of a stove." 
"What," says the Irishman, “do you have 
to use in that stove?" "Well," said the 
American, "I have to be particular about 
it. You sec, while the combustible material 
te in the process of combustibility by reason 
of the moxa causing moxlbustton the process 
through these Internal parte of the fuml- 
gator produces the hyperconcentration of 
caloric while the fumigation la attempting 
to escape. Do you understand that?" "Yea," 
•aye the Irishman, "I understand you per­
fectly well, but I don't understand what the 
devil you mean." (Laughter.) And, it seems 
to mo after a great deal of this expert testi­
mony, that they have as much comprehen­
sion of the matter as the Irishman had 
about the stove. (Laughter.) I think to get 
at the truth of the matter It would not only 
be necessary to get experts to aay Just what 
the weight was but, if you are going Into the 
honesty of the matter about the construction 
of a bridge, you would have to get the men 
who constructed it, and tho labor employed, 
and what price paid, but we have heard 
nothing of these. There has been no ques­
tion of that kind at all. No one la accused 
of misappropriating a dollar in the whole 
transaction; but It has been a contention 
between experts, stating that the bridges 
were worth so much a pound, whether manu­
factured cheaper In Moncton or Ontario. It 
seeme to me from all I have heard that this 
queetlon is not of much Importance after 
all.

It la evident to any ordinary man that a 
larger factory in the province of Ontario, 
Baking a specialty of bridge work, nearer 
the raw material, can possibly manufacture 
at a slightly cheaper rate than one down 
here where freights are higher and where 
the raw material has to be brought in at a 
greater expense. Upon those lines I see 
nothing in the expert testimony to lead me 
to believe anything 
nothing to convince me that the bridge 
structures are not worth what waa paid tor 
thorn. (Hear, hear.) I have on the floors 
of this House heard the former chief com­
missioner state that he felt In trying tha 
experiment of building our own bridges in 
the province It was possible that the bridges 
might cost a little more than if brought in 
from outside, but If the work could be done 
in this prqvlnco It should be done (applauee) 
and I bate known him to be backed up in 
the House when he has stated those prin­
ciples. (Hear, hear and applauee.) Now, 
after hearing all that has been said on the 
question, I am gratified to know that wc 
can keep and that wc are keeping that busi­
ness In the province. (Applause.) I may 
•ay with regard to the opposition just now 
that tho leader of the opposition seems to be 
•aueflod and every member on the other 
side of the House who spoke seemed to be 
satisfied and If such Is tlhc case wc, on thla 
side of the House arc eatlsfled. (Laughter.) 
But I am not, I may aay here, Just as well 
satisfied as I might be from the fact that 
we hare not any steel bridges In Victoria 
county. (Great laughter.) And if the chief 
commissioner la making so much out of those 
•teel bridges or his friends aa Intimated 
by some gentlemen in thle House why it 
seems to me ho could bo the more easily 
persuaded to construct one or two for us 
fUp there. (Laughter.)

My colleague and myself have for three 
years been using every possible resort to 
induce him to build us one, but have so 
far failed. And a* to the wooden bridges— 
well, what Is necessary Is done, but noth­
ing more. (Laughter.) It le from hli effort

ansxver caa
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are necessary

, . angles shall b« ateel
(aplauael—a government so strong In Its 
formation, ao conservative In Its policy, so 
enduring In Its character tint It shall on- 
«hire even unto the end of the scene (langh-

set cast Iron laws, which
b« engraved on blocks of

!
government whtoh shall en- 

Shall 
granlto

and as Irrevocable a» the decree» of the 
Meads and Persians (laughter)—a govern­
ment which shall take all hoodlln* contrac- 
tore by tits throat with a hand of Iron and 
grapple them with hooks of steel nod aqueezo 
them down to hontnt dealing and bottom 
prices. <Laughter.) Yet, we most look for- 
werg to thin «taille perle* when oil those 
great rivera of our province, those mighty 
stroems which «award glide shell all he 
spanned (o every few miles of their course 
with those mighty steel structuras; also all 
our brook» and stream» winding their way 
along their meanderlna courses, whom bub- 

w“er' «Jell rtPPlo over the pebbles 
nenth those steel structurée—«11 of which 
shall he erected for the nominal sum of 

cents per pound. (Applause »nd 
laughter,) What « happy condition! tv|,at 
• prosperous people! But when the drain 
'* ®T1er thel exhibition ended, end this mem­
orable session Is drawing to . clos,. ând 
when we reflect sad look hick over our 
work for the last four weeks we can’t hut 
regret the time, th, trouble and 
We can’t hut regret thtt

boon going on I

L3S“black

!unsuc
And then came the only fly tha* actually 

took a ,blg fish—not a salmon—that was a 
fly well known to lawyers a* the ''Duces 
tecum” (laughter) and that caught a blue 
print, ojçffi other worde a blue fish (laugh­
ter) wfocn waa landed successfully and 
which played an important part before 
the committee and before this House. 
(Laughter). I think it has been endeavor 
ed to destroy the figures on that fish a 
good deal, but jn the end the sum total of 
it is that it has proved conclusively that 
the average cost of our New Brunswick 
bridges ia certainly not higher than the 
same claw .of bridges in Ontario. (Ap­
plause)

Honorable members may take the figures 
and. -cast them up and distort them in any 
way but, according to the sheet and ac­
cording to tee remarks of the honorable 
member for Kings (Mr. Pugsley) there is 
no question that the average cost of steel 
highway bridges from 1891 to 1899 in On­
tario has been higher than in New Bruns­
wick. (Applauee). v

It is a little bit strange, I declare, that 
after the evidence and after that fish 
was taken and landed with so much skill, 
it is a little queer that the honorable 
gentlemen who protested against the land­
ing of tfipt fish should now claim it xvas 
the beet fiah that was landed for them. 
(Laughter). I think also it is a little 
strange and a little more than strange that 
the legal gentlemen xvho took part in the 
discussion in committee should say that 
there never was in the history of court 
procedure such an arbitrary act as the 
demanding of that blue print from the 
witness, that it xvae unparalled that he 
should be called upon to produce it. There 
were present four gentlemen, bright and 
shining stars in the legal constellation 
assisting a witness xvho came here and who 
I think really thought he was coming 
among & lot of bushmen; lie, I thought, 
sat there with some assurance (and many 
people noticed it and commented upon it 
in the committee room) that it was he 
who had come here to straighten out the 
business and do it before he left, and I 
think a man who come* here to testify on 
such a subject and is naked for information 
and who haa it in hi* pocket and declines 
to give it up because he says it is a private 
matter and that he waa commanded by 
his superiors not to yield it to the com­
mittee under any consideration; when I 
say he was backed up aiyl supported by 
the advice of four legal gentlemen—that 
he should produce that fish on the de­
mand of one legal gentleman and give 
it up xvas a matter of some surprise to me, 
if such xvas a clear case of breach of the 
rules of procedure. (Laughter and ap- 
plàuse). That it should have been eo de­
manded and given up, I think, epeaka 
little for their argument in this House. 
(Hear, hear). I know had I beên in hie 
place and my counsel said: “No; do not 
give it up" I should hax’c buttoned my 
coat and gone to jail before 1 would have 
gii'en it up in spite of their duces tecum. 
(Laughter). However it was obtained and 
has. done very good service and I am sure 
if tjhe production of it has given as much 
pleasure to gentlemen on the other side 
of the House as it has to those on this 
side of the House, wc are all very xvcll 
pleased about it and a very happy family. 
(Applause).

It is also a little bit queer that the hon­
orable leader of the opposition, feeling as 
he did about the verdict and also feeling 
that hie, case xvae so well proved, yet 
should feel so indignant at the treatment 
of the witnesses during the inrebtigation.
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PTMperit, and Individual ИїапсетепГаеск- 
In* to penetrate the mlata of futurltv and 
learn whether the finger at fete points t-,
r№«1tn.”td|«,W,arâ f'Wy- Wo
egret that Instead of noting on progression

lines end looking forward to some good w* 
have turned our gaze backward. We*flnd we 
have been wasting our talent, our power 
end our energy m digging and ddvlng In the 
sediment, the duet, in the archves 
past endeavoring to un es nth wothieaa 
•He, to discover some pest errw. — 
cnseitate th. sins of the 
To say the least this la not a wh. ™,,^ 
The intelligence of this d«y does tit endor.. в negative movement. A DUnlti 
turned down on account of hie vine but 
rather to enjoy the more potent vin.es of a 
prograesive Oladetooc.. A McKinley mi 
he turned down until a ngtjorlty , llllt 
great republic endorses the more avanerd Рейсу of a Brysn. (Applause.) Our0,„„7' 
today will not endorse tho principles?/ ,ar 
Political party until that party shw »risaet they ir, up t0 th, tlme, 1b4.
something that Is good to oler In ad»cc 
25 JW,e •r= intelligent, accustom* to 
•elf-labor and snr-auport-self.rcsp«jn. 
having faith In the powlbllltles oflhefr 
country. (Applsuse.) We feel they srLot 
t*ing to place their confidence in any )Ц. 
tical leader who cannot see anything btnr 
in the future, no better w*y of usinai,■ 
talents than by the unearthing past 
of past days. (Hear, hear.) We feel that » 
want advancement fn thle country. We «> 
our time, our money and eur energy ► 
something better than that. Wc hare 
country with a future. (Applauae.) V 
have broad fields to till, 
hew, more bridges to build—wo have tfccr 
and many more things to do.
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has been wasted and
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bills for Improvements before the Houee 
but wo find nothing of importsneo emanating 
from the political party opposed to us today 
They leave their aeats and devote their 
whole time endeavoring to recuasttate tho** 
old sins, or some old fossils that would 
be no us© to thle country or people. (Hear, 
bear.) Unless their policy be that they will 
go along the lines of progression, along the 
lines that will meet with the support of the 
inteligent people of thla country it will be 
useltee far them to meet thla party In the 
field when another election 
tmued applause.) comoe. (Con- '
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IN A NUTSHELL.

The Member for Kent County who 
was on the Committee Sums the 
whole Situation up in a few 
Words,

now,
.heard Dr. Stockton say tp^tlje present, 
leader of the government: , ilWhal are, 
you poymg for tiiora bridge# gnywsy?’’ and

Mr. Lcger aald that, as a member of 
commute, appointed 
bridge chargee Uc deemed It hla duty to ndd

theun­ to investigate the
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