. a-strajin Mr. Fish said
Atdg a
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nsmere
. dridges are.iniendes, to give strength and

at the same fime lghtness. Comparison
has been drawn Yetween railway and high-
“wray - bbidges. ~The. great difference lies in
the .fact -that railway bridges are built of
‘voll sectiong .amnd , the highway  bridges
.dargely of built sections; at least those
that are built.in this province are of built
. mections. A highway_bridge can be built
of Toll sections to, carry a. certain strain,
but beyvend that point it is not safe to go,
andsthis. is the, practice in building bridg-
es. of roll sectigns; on the ofner hand
xailway bri can be built of heavy ma-
terial and that bejng heavy in proportion
$o.itp length—if that is the way it is figur-
ed—it qneaps the. more money and conse-
guently, can_be. built cheaper. There 1s
more profit. to the foot and consequently
<an be built more cheaply. In speaking of
h would compare
built. light which would do
to.pride; azound the streets and would bear
- afertain strain, but {f would be a very
. diffieult thing to get a light wagon to carry
@ heavy load. That is just the difference
m a highway bridge. and a railway

»Mr. Carvell—-And the light: costs moré
ban the heavy,
% —Being built {hat way, it costs

g;&%ﬁiﬂ;ﬂqﬁ Iabor placéd upen them.’
shows  how entirely . unfair would
Jbe ‘any comparison . we could’ make’
in rd to price, unless we actually take
the very structure iteglf, get all the cost
‘of ‘érecting thé Struc as we did, put
that #own ahd fighre up} that is the ‘only
way ‘to get actbally” &t the cost and o
know if that lost is 4 fair one and that
i8 what we had to decide. Mr. Fish feit
no justibe whitever cotild be done in arriv-
ing 4t a conclusion without taking these
atters into consideration, and “with the
rest of the committée he was very careful
‘i falking these matters over and cowsider

'

" ‘imgrthe ‘evidence given by the experts in

R it
.. Wi the

There is
o e te”
EEE

16V,

regird to- these points. He-failed to find .
one Of the six who did not agree with
Wit on that point that built sections cost
#bré than roll “sections.* Qur bridges are
largely of built seetions, and
hendrable member made’s com-
Périsoh ‘from_his motorious blue: shéet and
mille considerable smusement for us; it is
compérison - whatever.”. (Applause.) |
Fhe history-of this Hlue Bheet we. allknow..
is food ‘hiere for reflection for'a'long
come @nd- a ‘man ‘might ’ spend '3’
deal time gathering consiferable
i ffom that  sheet to arvive at
eonélusions ' in regardl to' our own
bridges. It’ was -very kind .of ‘Mr. Roy
to ‘prepare this sheet and bring it down
here 'to us " (Leaghter and aplause.) Mr.

* Fuh-vegretted to-hear 4lie opposition advise

Wiy seb to sgive it up after coming-here

s that sheet and which the. com-
mibtee imfterwards learned and Mr. Roy
: iwenlsgarsful in eending to-send for

baflilt at & loss-$0’ himself. .(Hear,
heat ) dr; Fish did @ot know why Mr.
Row hadisdone. that unless it -was to tell
‘howselseaply bri could: be built and
perhagin: Jead; . the committee into a trap.
Mr. Roy bad. travelled about 1,400 miles
$rom, Hamiltop, Ontarie, down to Hunter’s
Brook in Neva Scotis and bailt e bridge

thepe. for_the ;magnificen, profit of $6.58.
(Laughter gad applayse.): That réminded
bim (Fish) that there were two elasses
-+ o, peaple.in, thigo world, who worked, the
,y..%q_c Jor their Jiving and the other for their.

He thought that Mr.

TEeL ter.) . ]

Roy..dad | dighonestly. with his .com-
‘geny i putting down, the profit on the
byidge.af, $6.38; he could have credited the
compapy; with $300 on acount of his. trip
to_the seaside for his health. (Laughter.)
The, other bridge showed s profit of $5.19.

', (‘%é?’?iv{tto think of expert witness-

.. demes given t,?ﬁe.

£8 o8 to tell the truth, the whole
| dt¢empting to give the com-
afnration consisting of contracts’
s built at 3 loss. Does it not
g face a gross attempt to deceive
hear.)
Jriends_would laugh and say
’s evidenece is of all the evi-
only one of any import-
nce, they will need to bolster up Mr.
Ro¥’s.évidence all they can; it will need
all the help they ean give it, for the more
wé ‘examine it the more do we find Mr.

us? (Hear,
While our

... Roy came here as a prejlii'l_icéd_"vﬂmeeo.

UV séreany asit witiged its way' to hieaven and

‘1A

" oy bégan by teling

e ) "

Mr. Fish feésuméd affer recess. Hé edid
thit when the Housé took recess he was
g0ing on to vefér to. the witnesses ‘who
g:_‘évmm' on behalf of Mr. Hezen"be-

ore 'the invéstignting ° commitfee. Mr.’

¥ te s whilt’s gréat man

K& wes, 'He told'us that he was dn'asso-

" gite member of the ‘Capadian Institute of
.Engineers, and that if it had ‘ndt blén fér
‘thé oppositior 'of ‘this House requiring his
services fn eofiection 'With the bridge in-
veitigation “he woildere’ this tave” bee
“an” asdbeiate member of the Ameticah In-
an aiotiite Yhember of the -Arfierican ln-

“stitute of Engineers and also of the kng
lish’ Institute of Engineers. He' (Fish)

could'imdgirie he heard the American eagie

pinned ‘his' régdlia to a ‘star.' {Laughter.)
He could’ imagine he heard the British
lion rédr as he saw a&nother bright amd
shining ' jewel for his crown. (Laughtér
‘and- applause.) He was glad for the sake
of these institutes that the element of the
“céb of :Wighwey bridges was-not: included
i their - currieulum. ' (Laughter.) Very
carly in the investigation Mr. Roy impress-
ed the eomittee with the fact that he was
a prejudiced witness and consequently uns
fit to give expert testimony, and he (Iish)
waw 'not sarprised that Mr. Roy’s evidence
was the' subject of so much ridicule, be-
cause in that gentleman’s evidence what
he knows is very badly mixed up with
what he does nét know. (Applause.) He
told ‘us that he visited the Lefebvre bridge,
‘that  he -founid  some diagenal rods' loose
“und’ esbmie ‘hedvier than was necessary, and
he found fanlt with' the rivetting because

+ “w¢ had no wind-famer to makée the heads
‘v by smooth 48°a bald-headed-man, (Laugh-:

© ter)-#nd lovking down he had probably

séen udy (Mear, hear) 'He noxt visit-
edtheBalishbudy bridge and' told us it was

#-bridge " after “hie own heart. He must}

have “etoodien this bridge at midnight.’>
Affected his’ heart! No wonder he did not
notice that his begt girl had one shoe off:
(Laughter and ‘apblause.) : .
“Petheps whenihe saw .that one shoe was
partly: off: he took it ‘for granted that the
dther vould not be in that state. On that
lritige-everything that Mr. Roy saw was
perfect. ! Hle .wisited another bridge and
that also was perfect. These two latter
baidges. were built by upper ' Canadian
firms,; while the :poor unfortunate bridges
cemstructed by 'our New Brunswick firms
were full of faults: ‘ Aecording to Mr.Roy
Abeére ‘was notling good about them, aindJ
they. had cost twq prices,, That was abouf

examination he suddenly fell -inde the
groove where he knew nothing, andvfmm
that out it was ahmost impdﬂn’b’fe‘_fb get
anything out of him, and what was
dragged from him was told 'in a very
doubtful sort of way. The evidence of
Prof. Swain was not such as to enable the
committee to decide as to whether these
bridges were costing too much or not. He
read {from pamphlets, eontra¢ts, memor-
andum books and other spurces of infor-
mation, but he was not able to state from
his own experience what the cost should
be of bridges such as were under investiga-
tion. He referred to the Boston subway,
to a large bridge over the Charles River
and to some other large structures with
which he had been connected, and he stat-
ed that the steel work in the Boston sub.
way was comparable to that on the True-
man Pond bridge. There is mo -question
that they are tomparable, dnd they are
comparable in -this ‘way: Supose we take
a piece of rolled iron one foot long and one
inch by a half inch, and we wil take the
weight at 10 pounds®at two cents per
pound, making 20 cents. - We will také an-
other piece of similar iron of the same
length two inchies by three-,quarters of an
inch, and we will put its weight at 25
‘pounds at’ two cents per potind, miaking
50 cents. They are comparable only as 4]
cents is to 50 cents. In ‘other words they
are comparable only in form and’ not
otherwise, and so with the Bostor subway
and the Trueman Pond Bridge. (Ap-
plause). On the other hand Messrs, Sef-
ton, Lockhart and Arnold gave most im-
- portant testimopy.Mr. Arnold examined
the bridges, and he saw at once the superi-
ority - of the bridges built by our -New
Brunswick firms. He saw that they were
not-of the same class as those built by the
uper province concerms. He showed to
the committee that the labor expended
upon bridges built by our own firms was
‘muth greater than upon the bridges built
by the Dominidn Bridge Company and the
Hamilton ‘Bridge  Company. We are get-
ting'd permanent bridge that is permanent
and if they have cost a little money now
they will more than pay for themsetves.
{Applause.) Mr. “'Peters’ evidence was
most satisfactory, and he ‘hnswered ques-
tions in wuch & thanner as to give the com-
mittee a very clear ides of the manner of
manufacturing bridges. There was not
one question that wis asked him which
-he did not answer in the freest, fullest
and most satisfactory way. Mr. Fish re-9
ferred fo the fact that Mr. Peters had
been wiliing.to produce a list of the stock:
holders of, the company, but he stated
frankly to the committee that he would
rather not make such information public
and he (Fish) was pleased to be able to
say that the leader of the oposition was
the first. to say that it was not necessary
to produce them just then.  (Applause.)
He (Fish) had learned from Mr. Peters
later ‘the mames of the stockholders, and
he could not see why those names should
be made public, as they had no bearing
at all upon the questions under investi-
gation. Mr. Peters showed : very clearly
to the committee that the price for bridges
was made yp in, exactly the same way as
the company made up its prices for stoves,
furnaces - and.. other..things menufactured
by them. They simply charged the regular
profit on bridges. Mr. Fith referred to
the evidence given by Messrs, Sefton and
Lockhart, who. had pointed out on the
plans that were hung on.the walls the. dif-
ferent parts which go to make up the su-
perstructures, and he (¥ish) would ven-
ture to say that any man looking at those
plans, ‘ng matter how hinited his experi-
ence, would be forced to the conclusion
that the bridges which have been built
in this provinee are far superior to the
bridges built by the upper Canadian firms.
(Applanse,) A great deal has been said
about the exclusion of evidence before the
. committee, and he would say & word or
two with regard to that, because he felt
that the opposition in making that charge
were simply trying to excite political pre-
judice throughout ‘the province. 'I'he first
was the case of Mr. Donald, whom the op-
position wanted to bring here to show the
cost' of some rolled ribs purchased by him
from the Record Foundry Company and
used in building & roof on a building in
Halifax. The committee decided mot to
receive such evidence, and they were justi-
fied in that decision, as evidence of that
character was even more ridiculous than
comparing the Boston subway with ¢he
Trueman Pond bridge, . Then they com-
plain with r to Mr. Jobnson. He
had been asked by the chairman to bring
certain papers, but he brought only those
which suited him and which the leader
of the opposition asked for. The coms
mittee therefore decided not to hear his
evidence until he procured all the papers
asked for. He went back tp Montreal for
the papers, but he néver returned, and he
(Fish) had nodoubt ‘the reason he; did
not ,come back was because he ivag afraid
to come. The excuse that hig secretary
would not allow him to bring the papers
falls to the ground when it is remembered
that he allowed him to bring a portion
of the papers, and if a portion why not
all? (Applause.) He = claimed that the
committee acted” perfectly right”in the
course pursued in reference to Mr. John-
son. Mr. Fish next referred to the charge
that contracts were given out without ten-
der, and pointed out that where tenders
_were called for many instances have oc-
curred were the “lowest tender” pro-
vision has been supplied by contractops
providing for those who put in a low ten-
der. The ‘practice of caling for tenders
was not the general practice of the sue-
cessful corporations ‘and private firms of
today, and he instanced the C. P. R. and
Grand Trunk and other corporations, who
depend on their own engineérs for plans
and specificatios and then have them car-
ried out by reliable manufacturers or con-
tractors. Tf private firms and corpora-
tions adopted this course, why should not
a government® Continuing, M¥. Fish said
he wished to refer for one moment to the
evidencé that was supposed to come hers
from 'the ‘province ' of 'Nova Scotia. Df’
Pugeley bhad' béen -asked to try and per-
vsuade Mesrs. Stewart, McNeil and Mur-
i phy to come .here.and give evidence, but
it seemed to him (Fish) that when these
people would not come at- the request ‘of
the leader of the opposition it was a.pret-
.ty good intimation that they did not want
to.come, and that they could not see that
they could furnish any. information if they:
did come. The class of bridges byilt in
Nova Scotia  are largely. rolled section
bridges, and where they are built sections
they are costing more. Mr. Stewart, of
New Glasgow, had told him (Figh) that he
had lost money on the bridges built by
him in Nova Scotia. As to the prices,
which have been paid by our govéernment
for highway bridges, the bills wete all be-
fore the committee, and he (Fish) could
not see that there was anything but what
was charged at a fair price, and he thought
- the prices paid for bridges were as low as
could bé secured anywhere. Although the
expenditure on the bridges representel a
considerable amount of money!it was all’

-the._substance of ‘Mr. Roy’s, _evidence.
Wiien asked Tor ae explanation”on crss-

paid out for the bridges and there was nvt -

-er poliey. - &Anph } .- e
on the part of the government, or any

member‘of the govettiment. It matters litay
tle how much the opposition may strive to

bolster up their discreditable charge. The

fact remains that only a fair price was

paid for bridges; no exhorbitant or ex-

cessive prices were paid; there was no

neglect of duty, but the evidence given

before the committée was an overwhelm-

ing confirmation of the wisdom of the gov-

ernment’s policy of having a high class

bridge built in our own province and at a

fair and r ble price. (Appl )

MR. ROBINSON'S SPEECH.

The Bridge Charges an Electicn
Dodge and aLScheme by Upper
Province Concerns to Crush Out
N. B, Industries.

Mr. Robinson said: - T did not intedd to
make any rematks on the matter before
the House mave to make an explanation. 1
happen to be a'stockholder in the Record
PFoundry Company and under the rules of
the house I think it wounld be only wight
that I should state why £ will
not: veote . om ‘this .question. (The hon.
speéaker informs Mr. Robinson that such-
is not'a matter of privilege and that he
(Mr. Robinson) has a right to wvote.)
When the bridge charges were first pro-
.mulgated -throughout the length and
breadth of the province it was my opinion
that it was qply an election dodge and a
scheme ‘on the part of those concerns in
Ontario and Quebec to drive out our little
concerns, with the backing up of the op-
position. (Applause.) Such was the im-
presion formed in my mind at the time.
Since then I have followed closely the dif-
ferent lines taken 'up as this matter was
discsused in the House and before the
people and I have also read some of the
evidence given before the committee and I
want frankly to say that after so doing
1 am still of the opinion that it is after all
only a political question dand'I atii prepar-
ed to state, conscientiously, after looking
into ‘the matter that I do- mot see how
anyone can take any other position. (Hear,
hear.)

It would :seem that: they compare it.like
unto a houser~f may say almest in frame
—with#ut any of the so called gingep-bread
work. They do not take into comsideration
or make any allowénce for the thousand
and one things, each small in itself, which
are necessary for the full completion of
the house; and 'so with a bridge, they fail
to take into consideration many things
which are ne cessary to its completion be-
fore ready for traffic. ' I do not think that
is a fair argument nor do I think that the
charges have been well laid. There is
nothing before this house to justify the
statement of the last speaker (Mr. Melan-
son) to whom I'liétened with pleasure,
that the cost of the bridges befote the
new policy was only 4 cents per pound and
that they now average 8} cents per potnd.
The cost of those bridges has beén given
so frequently that T need mot repeat each
one, but the result shows no such thing
as that spoken of by ®he last speaker and
where he got his figures from I :do not
know but certainly they we re not stated
before the committee. (Applauee.).

To follow the matter out to .its logical
conclusion it must be borne in mind that
there are great differences in the manu-
facturing. of bridgs as in other things.
' Loeal . circumstances must be. considered,
the connecting 'links between the struc
ture and the banks, whether camel back
or truse bridge, whether over a swift or
slow running river; and therefore 1 say
that the circumstances must enter 'inte
the. ‘element of cost—in short everything
under the existing conditions at the time
of building must be considered. (Ap-
plause). I do not think it wodld take any
one approaching this question with am un-
biased mind a very long time, after read-
ing ‘the evidence given before theé: com-
mittee, t6 come to the conclusion that the
bridges built by the preeent government
are superior in every way to any of the
bridges built by upper Canadian concerns.
(Applause.) '

1 might also refer, ‘before- taking my
seat, to the class of-evidence which has
been produced before the committee. It
does strike me, and, I-think, it will strike
shy reasonable man-in this house and any
reasonable person in this province that
you cannot expect to have a case proved
out of the mouthe of witnesses such as
were produced in support of the eharges
.made. It does seem to me that when
you consider that out of this broad conm-
tinent of America that the only persons
produced before the committee to support
the charges made are Prof. Swayne of Bos-
ton and Mr. Roy.: Prof. Swayne .is a
méi) by his own evidence, admittedly not
a ‘person ~with" any (knowledge whatever
‘of the construction ..of highway, bridges
sucli-as are built in this province; but the
faet in that his experience has been com-
fined to the construétion of such works as
those over the Charles River, Boston, _the
subway at - the same place and similar
works. Mr. Roy is the manager of a rival
cohcern, @ concern:which has been try-
ing for years to get down into the prov-
ince 'of New Brunswick. What for? To
control”if possible the erection of bridges
in this province, to drive out of existence
those little concerns in existence here
struggling so that they may have the op-
portunity- to construct . our own provin-
cial bridges. (Applause.) Why! By his
own evidence he has gone to the province
of Nova Scctia and built bridges at less
than cost. (Hear, hear.) What for? For
the purpose of driving out the one 6r two
little concerns which are there engaged
in the construcion of bridge work. (Ap-
plause.) Do you really hink that the evi-
dence of such witneésses would have any
weight at all before any jury, before a
committee of this House or the people of
this country? Reference has been macd
to this blue print in a jocular way and as
to the value of the figurés shown by it; but
there is to be said about it, when first it
¢ame here it was a blue ‘print; then by
the opposition it was:changed to a white
print, and when they turned it over again
into.our hands it became a black print—
so that now we cannot tell at all what
color it is it has been across the floor so
often. (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Emmerson—Still it looks very
blue for thie opposifion. (Applause.)

Mr. Robinson—Yes, very blue. (Laugh-
ter.) I did not intend to speak to the
question at all and therefore prepared no
speech dnd simply rose to make an ex-
planation; yet I may say that after hear-
ing the evidence of Mr. Arnold, a4 prac-
tical man, and that of the other practical
men brought here, and of Mr. Peters, who
certainly showed the committee that he
fully understood his business, as every
one who attended the committtee must
admit, 1 believe the present policy of
building permanent bridges is the best.
When we are old or perhaps are gone
then it will be that the people who fol-
low us will give thanks that such a poliey
had ‘bern imtogntetéd by the present gov-
eriment; ‘and’ feél that 'suéh’ a‘polioy un:

L

the slighlest evidence of ‘any-wromgdoing

dertaken by ¥hicit forefathers was'the prop-

THE HUMORIST OF - THE-HOUSE:-

B —

The Premier's Bright Colleague
Pokes Fun at, the Opposition---
His Confidence in the Government
and Admiration for His Chief.

Mr. Osman said: I ebserve that the
members of this House whe follow the
leader of the opposition have been ex-
hausted, unfortunately for them (laughter)
and perhaps for ourselves (laughter) be-
cause a discussion that is too one-sided
is certainly not so interesting or satisfac-
tory as a discussion which is more evenly
balanced.

In respect to the speakers, I am quite
willing to concede that although very few
in number they perhaps have greater
ability than we on this side—(laughter)—
but, at least we would not claim for our-
selves any greater than they have—(great
laughtek)—yet, as I said before, it would
be much more interesting if the discussion
could be a little more evenly divided.

So far it has been exceedingly serious to
us all in many ways; it is serious from
the length of time we have been here, but
still more it has been a serious time for
‘our chief, who has been on his trial; but
we will snon have the pleasure of seeing
how satisfactory the event will be to all
on this side of the House. (Applause).

The honorable leader of the opposition
said to me (and I hope hé will not think
it is a breach of confidence if T repeat the
stitement) that he never knew of a par-
liamenitary investigation which resulted in
ady other verdict than a party verdict.
Theréfore, he certainly cannot be disap-
pointed in the result if he thinks it will
be, or considers it will be a partisan ver-
dict. (Hear, Mar). If he really and sin-
cerely felgpthat there would be a verdict
that would sutain the government and
‘its leader, then why put this country to
the ‘gredt expense—(applause)<so great
that'I only realized a short time ago how
great, and he must have been able to
estimate better than we could how great
that expense was that he'intended to cast
upon 'the province. I ask why he did do it
if he 'was assured before hand of the re-
sult? (Applause).’ i

I have heard parliamentary investiga-
tions reférred to as fishing excursions, and
a dedire to look into the accounts of the
administration in' the fond hope, not al-
ways disappointed, that in so fishing some-
thing would be discovered. With that
feeling in my mind I often entered the
committee room, which was oftentimes the
scene of many incidents, sometimes im-
portant, but always such that gave the
suggestion of it being a fishing ground;
and eyen that suggestion was more firmly
established in my mind, in fact I regarded
it as something in the nature of a salmon
pool. (Laughter). First of all I saw the
fishing pool. I saw that they were using
all sorts of flies, but particularly “the
silver dogtor.” (Laughter). That fly is,
as a rule, syccessful anywhere and always
well taken, It is a well known fly. I am
free tp acknowledge it was a fairly success-
ful fly here in this investigation, though
it did mot take any very large fish. (Ap-
plause gpd Inughter). :

There 'was also another fly which was
applied with some skill. It was also well
known 88 ‘“Jock Scott” - (laughter). It
was sometimes successful—to a slight de-
gree. (I:ﬂughtcr).

Occagsignally I saw used a favorite fly
Lknown ‘in . Madawagkan. waters as the
“black ,” I believe. That was tried
unsuc ully. (Lavghter).

And then came the only fly that actually
took a big fish—not a salmon—that was a
fly well known to lawyers as the “Duces
tecum” (laughter) and that caught a blue
print, oxl'  other worde a blue fish (laugh-
ter) which was landed successfully and
which p‘layed an important part before
the committee and before this House.
(Laughter). I think it has been endeavor-
ed to destroy the figures on that fish a
good deal, but,jn the end the sum total of
it is that it has proved conclusively that
the average cost of our New Brunswick
bridges is. certainly not higher than the
same clase of bridges in Ontario. (Ap-
plause).

Honoreble members may take the figures
#nd cast them up and distort them in any
.way but, according to the sheet and ac-
cording to the remarks of the honorable
member for Kings (Mr. Pugsley) there is
no question that the average cost of steel
highway bridges from 1891 to 1899 in On-
tario has been higher than in New Bruns.
wick. (Applause). 5

1t is a little bit strange, I declare, that
after the evidence and after that fish
was taken and landed with so much skill,
it, is. a little queer that the honorable
gentlemen who protested against the land-
ing of that fish should now claim it was
the best fish that was landed for them:
(Laughter). I think also it is a little
strange and a little more than strange that
the legal gentlemen who took part in the
discussion in committee should say that
there mever was in the history of court
procedure such an arbitrary act as the
demanding of that blue print from the
witness, that it was unparalled that he
should be called upon to produce it. There
were present four gentlemen, bright and
shining ‘stars in the Jegal constellation
assisting a witness who came here and who
{ think really thought he was coming
among .a lot of bushmen; he, I thought,
sat there with some assurance (and many
people noticed it and ted upon it
in the. committee room) that it was he
who had come here to straighten out the
business and do it before he left, and I
think a. man who comes here to testify on
such a subject and is asked for information
and who has it in his pocket and declines
to give it up because be says it is a private
matter and that he was commanded by
his superiors not to yield it to the com-
mittee under any consideration; when I
say he was backed up and supported by
the advice of four legal gentlemen—that
he should produce that fish on the de-
mand of one legal gestleman and give
it up was a matter of some surprise to me,
if such was a clear cuse of breach of the
rules of procedure. (Iaughter and ap-
plause). That it should have been so de-
manded and given up, I think, ;{Nﬂkl
little for their argument in this' House.
(Hear, hear). I know had I beén in his
place and my counsel said: “No; do not
give it up” I should have buttoned my
coat and gone to jail before 1 would have
given it up in spite of their duces tecum.
(Laughter). However it was obtained and
has done very good service and I am sure
if the production of it has givén as much
pleasure to gentlemen on the other side
of the House as it has to those on this
side of the House, we are all very well
pleased about it and a very happy family.
(Applause).

1t is also a little bit queer that the hon-
orable leader of the opposition, feeling as
he did about the verdict and alro feeling
that his, case was so well proved, yet
should feel o indignant at the treatment

of the wituesses during the:invebtigation.

| The..two statements hardly.go hand in
hand. I enjoyed hearing him  speak. 1
ant’'réddy to pay a high 'tributé’’to his
talent and his oratory and his most agree-
able personality; but I think when he
says he was satisfied, 1 really do not see
why we should be dissatisfied. (Applause).

Mr. Roy's evidence is somewhat con-
demnatory of the prices paid by the govern-
ment for bridges built by the Record
Foundry Company and other New Bruns-
wick concerns and he quoted the prices
he would do it at; and he said if he re-
ceived a rush order (I think he must have
got -a rush order here, for no sooner was
his evidence through than he suddenly got
up and out—he made a rush out of Fred-
ericton) and if he got that rush order he
made a good profit out of it. (Laughter).
He would fill it at one price. However,
his chief hope is that before he dies he
will have an opportunity to build bridges
in New Brunswick (Laughter.)

The charge that evidence was withheld
or given reluctantly on the part of the
government I am sure {s not a fair one to
make. Every opportunity was given for
the introduction of evidence. Mr. Joha-
son’s swift departure from here—perhaps
he may be on his return—but if he is he
will be here too late unless he hurri¢s up,
(laughter)—was not due to the withhold-
ing of evidence. (Laughter). However, I
am. certain that every opportunity was
given for the fullest examination of any
witness or any person required, and no
one can contest that statement. (Hear,
hear).

One honorable gentleman said that this
house and country was very much indebt-
ed to the honorable leader of the opposi-
tion. I have no doubt that it is so, and
no doubt aleo but he is responsible for the
payment of some very heavy bills for
which the country may be considered re-
sponsible to him until paid. (Laughter).
I really am very much surprised. I do
not know what the country will think of
us if we pay all the bills I heard of after
what transpired last year at the last gen-
eral election. They will say “did we mnot
speak on this very bridge question? Did
we not say plainly—so plainly that when
you went there next time there should be
né question about the price of bridges—
and we returned your government by a
large majority? Then what reason was
there for incurring so' large an amount of
expense in connection with this investiga-
tion?”I will not say how much it is. It
is certainly very large. Whet answer can
we make? Wa will have to take the re-
sponsibility of paying it.

Another statement was made about the
permanent bridge accounts not having
been before the public accounts committee.
That is not a true statement. I‘have been
a member of that committee ever since
I have had the honor of being a member
of this legislature and I have always seen
the accounts of the pudlic works depart-
ment produced. In fact, on one occasion,
the committee held its meeting on Satur-
day night from about 7 o’clock in the
evening until—well, I won’t say beyond
12, but to within five minutes, so as not
to commit a breach of the law and the
Sabbath day, and during that time every
one of the permanent bridge accounts was
placed before that committee and investi-
gated that night. (Applause).

So many out zeous statements have
been made durin, the discussion of this
matter, many so far from the actual truth,
I almost thougut we had gonme back to
that period which is and always will be
known in provincial history. as the Pinder
regime. (Laughter and applause). There
was never a more truthful statement made
then that by Mr. Laforest, when he said
that the shortest members carried the
load. (Taughter). Boy, kindly bring me
all the bridge evidence! (One of the pages
—the smallest of their number—obtains
from the clerk the evidence, consisting of
some 000 pages of- typewritten matter
and carries it to Mr. Osman amid the
laughter of the House). :

The matter of the evidence—well—(lift-
ing it up) (laughter). This has been fully
discussed and I may almost truthfully say
that there has been only one item left
for me to speak upon, but that would be
hardly true; but if only one it necessitates
two references to the evidemce, one of
which I think is somewhere near the
middle of it and the other somewhere
about the end of it and therefore it will
be necessary for me to read the whole
of it through. (Laughter). Therefore,
when I say that there was never a more
truthful statement made than that stated
by the honorable member for Madawaska °
(Mr. Laforest)—that the shortestlm.embers
thave to carry the heaviest load—it i true,
for this reason: The honorable provincial
secrteary, Mr. Legere, Mr. Whitehead and
myself are, I think, the shortest membc_u.
{Laughter). The honorable pro_vmclal
have to carry the heaviest load—it is true,
the province; Mr. Legere has to earry the
load and responsibility of the county of
Kent in the investigating committee, and
my honorable friend so near my left (Mr.
Whitehead) has to carry the welght‘ot‘ re-
sistance to the attempt for reduction of
taxation for this city, while I—I have to
read all through this evidence tonight for
vour satisfaction. - (Great laughter).
Therefore, if upon no other point, I can
say upon that point the honorable member
for Madawaska at any rate spoke the
truth for omce. (Applause).

I must congratulate the honorable mem-
ber who was called the Baby of the House
but who has now in a few weeks grown
to full manhood and I was very much im-
pressed by his oration today, and I am
sure that his friends on the other side of .
the House was more than pleased, and I
congratulate the honorable leader of the
oppotition on having so able an assistant.

, hear).

(E{Wo is able to criticize the statement
of the honorable leader of the E‘“‘“"“"‘?"t
when he said that the New Brunswick
bridges would last 50 years longer that the
Nova Scotia bridges? Who is able to
question that? I heard of a man once who
said that cedar trees would last 100 years
and that he knew a man who had lived
to test it twice. (Laughter). :

The men who contradict tWwo engineers
and who challenge the statement of the
honorable leader of the government must
have been living 78 years before they
can speak with authority. I am willing to
give the Nova Scotia bridges 25 years and
the extra 50 the New Brunewick, and the
man must watch them for 75 yeare before
he can say they will not carry out ‘the
promise of the h(:nora?le leader of ‘the

vernment. (Applause).

'olehave spoken somewhat lightly about
the matter, but in my heart I feel it seri:
ously and feel my obligation in this House
tonight as seriously as any man on the
floors, and I say there has been no de-
ception on the part of the local govern:
ment. (Applause). I think during my
first session here, when perhpps I tqok
rather more minute account of everything
said than now, and perhaps I regarded
with a little more trusting co.nhdenc'e the
words which dropped from legislators’ lips;
but when I say much more interest than
now, | mean that T remember 1
heard . Dr. Stockton say te _mg present,
Jeadér. . of the government: ;i What are

¥ou paying for there bridgesanyway?” and

Mr. Emmerson said 03 cents. Dr. Stock-
ton said in reply: “Don’t you think they
could be bought a little cheaper?”’ to which
the premier réplied: ~I am free to ac-
knowledge that they could be built a little
cheaper than that.”” He then spoke of his
experience with Upper Canadian concerns
and spoke of some tenders at 64 cents, but,
said he, “I might get it a little cheaper,
but the government sustaine me in the
opinion that the difference is so slight
and the advantage of having the work
done here so great and the work is so
much better that I feel if the province
paid a little more the province is getting
full value for what it pays.” (Applause).
That was never questioned by Dr. Stock-
ton, who never said it was too much and
for two years no question was raised
about it and never until just before the
last election. (Applause). I refer to this
as I heard it myself. (Hear, hear).

I feel that the investigation has been
most ample and the ::ention fully tried
out and probably there has been a little
more bickering and quarrelling among
others than the lawyers; but I feel full
justice has been done to all parties during
the investigation and I accept the verdict
of that tribunal with satisfaction as well
as with a feeling that it was just and fair.
(Applause).

1 feel also that the country will be
satisfied. My confidence in the adminis-
tration is as strong and sound as ever it
was. My feelings of admiration for my
chief and colleague are enhanced by the
manner in which he stood this charge and
came through it. I-congratulate him with
all my heart. (Applause).

MR. PORTER'S SPEECH.

The Word Painter of Victoria County
Paints Many Pictures and Then
Shows How the Time of the House

Has Been Wasted by the Investi-
gation,

Mr, Porter sald: I felt that it was hardly
necessary I should speak upon this subject
because I thougbt it was only a political
question and I bad pot taken much interest
in it while the inmvestigation was proceed-
‘ng. I thought it was & question that could
Bately be left to the lawyers of the House—
that it was largely a matter of evidence
and then the lssue we all know; but since
the report has reached this House I have
been taking a little interest in gathering
what I could from the different speakers,
but I am sorry to say I did not learn any-
thing new on the question. The question
stands merely as it had before, as a poli-
tical question. It seems from all the dis-
cussion that has taken place here and from
all the evidence that there has been nothing
of importance adduced. The facts are the
same, that the government bullt certain steel
bridges and from all the information I
gathered from the other side of the House
I have never heard them say how many
bridges there are or what was the cost; but
1L have heard them state that they could
never get any information in the public
works @epartment. If that be so then how
is it possible for them to know what the
prices of the bridges were? It seems to
me that they are knocking the foundation
out of their conclusions when they make
such statements about being unable to get
information and about there being no ac-
curate statement as to the cost per pound
of those particular structures. Then again,
While this matter has beoen going on 1
thought, although this is largely a matter
of evidence for legal gentlemen and though
they may mseem to be beyond the' grasp of
the lay mind, yet we find that it is a prin-
ciple in courts that although the main point
is the evidence adduced yet it is generally
left to commonsense men to decide
(laughter) and from what we have heard
from the reports I have not heard anything
to convince me that this question does not
today remain where it was at first, as a
merely political queleon. (Applause.)

When we hear the 'contentions about the
different points and''the contentions and
evidence of the experts we feel like an Irish.
man did when he addressed himself to an
American whom he saw at work ''My, what
do make of this?” and the American says,
“I am making the pattern of a stove.'’
‘‘What,”” says the Irishman, ‘“do you have
to use in that stove?’ ‘‘Well,” said the
American, “I bhave to be particular about
it. You see, while the combustible material
is in the process of combustibility by reason
of the moxa causing moxibustion the process
through these internal parts of the fumi-
gator produces the hyperconcentration of
caloric while the fumigation is attempting
to escape. Do you understand that?’’ ‘‘Yes,”
Says the Irishman, “I understand you per-
fectly well, but I don't understand what the
devil you mean.” (Laughter.) And, it seems
to mo after a great deal of this expert testi-
mony, that they have as much comprehen-
sion of the matter as the Irishman bhad
about the stove. (Laughter.) I think to get
at the truth of tire matter it would not only
be necessary to get experts to say just what
the weight was but, if you are going into the
honesty of the matter about the comstruction
of a bridge, you would have to get the men
who constructed it, ana the labor employed,
and’ what price pald, but we have heard
nothing of these. There has been no ques-
tion of that kind at all. No one is accused
of misappropriating a dollar in the whole
transaction; but it has been a contention
between experts, stating that the bridges
were worth so much a pound, whether manu-
factured cheaper in Moncton or Ontarlo. 1t
Seems to me from all I have heard that this
q:xlutlon is not of much importance after
all ;

It is evident to any ordinary man that a
larger factory in the province of Ontario,
making a speciaity of bridge work, nearer
the raw material, can possibly manufacture
&t a elightly cheaper rate than one down
here where freights are higher and where
the raw material has to be brought in at a
greator expense. Upon those lines I see
nothing in the expert testimony to lead me
to belicve anything has been wasted and
nothing to convince me that the bridge
structures are not worth what was pald for
them. (Hear, hear.) I have om the floors
of this House heard the former chief com-
missioner state that he felt in trying the
experiment of bdbullding our own bridges in
the province it was possible that the bridges
might cost a lMttle more than if hrought in
from outside, but if the work could be done
in this provinco it should be done (applause)
and I bafe known him to be backed up in
the House when he has stated those prin-
ciples. (Hear, hear and applauee.)
after hearing all that has been sald on the
Question, 1 am gratified to know that we
can keep and that we are keeping that busi-
ness in the province. (Applause.) I may
Say with regard to the opposition just now
that the leader of the opposition seems to be
satisfled and every member on the other
Side of the House who spoke scemed to be
satisfled and If such is the case weo, on this
side of the House arc satisfied. (Laughter.)
But T am not, I may say here, just as well
satistied as I might be from the fact that
we have not any steel bridges in Victoria
county. (Great laughter.) And if the chief
commissioner is making so much out of those
steel bridges or his friends as intimated
by some gentlemen in this House why it
Seetns to me he could be the more easily
persuaded to construct one or two for us
fp there. (Laughter.)

My colleague and mysclf have for three
years been using every possible resort to
induce him to bulld us one, but have so
far falled. And as to the wooden bridges—

well, what is necessary is done, but noth-
Iog more. (Laughtor.) It (s from bis offort

Now, "

to economize, (Hear, hear,) He tries to con-
duct his department with such strict economy
that he caumot do more. Of course it is
true .he has to be also controlled by the
nt of money at his disposal and per-
we get as many bridges as other coun-
the population.

h
ties in comparison with
(Hear, hear,)

At any rate, if .we do get one up thers
then I may be able to tell as to the price
snd quality of steel girders, and whether
rolled bars are cheaper than other bars
rivetted together or mot. However, I feol
fully satisfied that our steel bridges in this
province are good bridges and that the
prices paid are not excessive even if a littla
higher than some large factory outside
charges. (Applause.) And I hope the time
will soon come when we will have more of
those steel bridges (hear, hear) all over the
province. (Applause.)

We admit this fs s wonderful world of
ours, a wonderful age we live in. Geologists
tell us of the long and protracted periods
through which it has rolled during for-

History delipeates the story of man,
the rise and fall of empire, of kingdom and
state; but there Is nothing in the research
of science, nothing in the tales of history,
to compare with the living present, the
present day. In those brief words what a
world of thought is comprehended. What in-
finite movements, what joys and sorrows,
what faith and dowbt, what hope snd de-
spair? What flerce conflicts and subtler
schemes of policy; and st the same time
what glorious achievements are being car-
ried out? (Prolonged applausc.) 'Tis =
privilege to live in an age so stirring, so
pregnant, so eventful. °'Tis an age nagver
to be forgotten. Its impression on history
Is indelible. Yes, this is an age so peculiar,
80 selfish, so devoted to the dollar that by
some it has been termed an age of gold.
(Applause.)

Judging from the last three or four weeks,
from the manifestations which we have scen
the last few days, or in other words, from
the signs of the times, or from the hand-
writings on the wall, we have coma to the
conclusion, at least in New Brunswick, this
age shall be known as the steel bridge age.
(Laughter and applause.)

Verily it's been said again, this world is
a show and we are either actors or mpec-
tators, Be that as it may we verily belteve
that in New Brunswick at least steel bridges
heve become of late a periodicsl and pro-
vineial exbibit. (Applause and laughter.)
I thought I had an eye for beauty, a taste
for the sublime and could comprebend the
spiendor of a steel bridge, a structure of
beauty and utility, spelling out the skili
sad ingenuity of man. But, since ! have
listened to the el of the speakers, I
Just comménce to realize the magnitude of
“its bridge exhidbition. (Laughter.)  PThis
pPaunorams, this ever changing scene. The
sights of yesterday are old, the scemes of
today are passing, the scenes of tomorrew
will be new. (Prolonged cheering.) Eat
day brings more varied hues—more fapcity
observations. (Applause.)

But to enjoy the pandrama we will be
compelled to enter into the spirit of it
author, to imbibe the sentiments of the ohief
actor, without whom the whole exhibition
18 a failure. (Applause.)

Yes, he acts well his part; his form Is
noble, his language eloquent, his skill mas-
terly, (Applause,) In fact he is master
of'the situation. If we will for a moment
endorse his principles, drink deep of his
eloquence, grasp his hand and organize a
government, a strong government, & vigor-
ous policy, a govertiment whose foundation
or Bsubstructurc shall be granite, whose
superstructure shall be permanent, whose
plllars and posts, whose beams and girders,
Whose trusses and angles shall be steel
(aplause)—a government so strong In its
tormation, so comservative in its policy, so
enduring in its character that it shail en-
dure even unto the end of the scene (laugh-
fer), & pgovernment which shall en-
8ct cast fron laws, which phall
be engraved on - blocks of granito
and as irrevoeable as the decrees of the
Meads and Persians (laughter)—a govern-
ment which shall take all boodling contrac-
tors by the throat with a hand of iron and
Brapple them with hooks of steel and squeezo
them down to honest dealing and bottom
prices. (Laughter.) Yews, we must look for-
ward to this metallic period when all those
Breat rivers of our province, those mighty
Streams which seaward glide shall all be
spanned in every few miles of their course
with those mighty steel structures; aiso ail
our brooks and streams winding thoir way
along their meandering courses, whose bub-
bling waters sball ripple over the pebbles
‘neath those steel structures—all of which
shall De erected for the nominal sum of
6% cents per pound. (Applaus; and
laughter.) What a happy condition! hat
& prosperous people! But when the dream
I8 over, the exhibition ended, and this mem-
orable session is drawing to @ close, and
when we reflect and look back over our
work for the last four weeks we can’t but
regret the time, the trouble and expense.
We can’t but regret, that our great energy,
our unlimited powers and our indominatable
courage have not been employed along the
well defined lines of progression. (Applause.)
We have not kept our gave fixed on general
brosperity and individual sdvancement Beck-
Ing to penetrate the mista of futurity and
learn whether the finger of fate points to
onward and upward glory. {Applause.) We
regret that instead of moting on progressing
lines and looking forward to some good wo
bave turned our gase backward. Wo find wo
have been wasting our talent, our power
and our energy In digging and déving in the
sediment, the dust, in the arclives of the
past endeavoring to unearth woghless fos.
sils, to discover some past orres, to re-
cussitate the sins of the past. Applause.)
To say the least this is not a whe course
e intelligence of this day does st endorse
& negative movement. A Disrmj |g not
turned down on account of his *ins but
rather to enjoy the more potent virues of a
brogressive Gladstone,, A McKinley »il1 not
be turned down until a mpjority ¢ that
great republic endorses the more Avanced
policy of a Bryan. (Applause.) Ourpeople
today will not endorse the peinciples any
political party until that party shyw at
least they are up to the times andqave
Something that is good to offer in adyco
Our pe?lo arc intelligent, accustomy g'o'
seif-labo? and self-suport—self-rosp ng,
baving faith in the possibilities orﬂ%e.;
countty. (Applause.) We fee] they ariot
golng to place their confidence In any »)f.
teal leader who cannot see anything beep
in the future, no better way of usingg
talents than by the unearthing past yg -
of past days. (Hear, hear.) We feel that's
Want sdvancement in this country. We wit
our time, our money and our energy »
Something better than that. We havo
country with a future. (Applause.) ¥
have broad flelds to till, more woods

hew, more bridges to bulld—we have thet
and meny more things to do. We war
billy for improvemonts before the House
but we find nothing of importance emanating
from the political party opposed to us today
They leave their meats and devote tholr
Wwhole time endeavoring to recussitate thoss
old' sins, or some old fossils that would
be no use to this country or people. (Hear,
hear.) Unless their policy be that they will
80 along the lines of progression, along the
itnes that will meet with the support of the
inteligent people of this country it will be
useless for them to meet this party in the
field when another election comos, (Con-
tinued applausc.)

IN A NUTSHELL,

pr———

The Member for Kent County who
was on the Committee Sums the
whole Situation up in a fow
Words,

——

Mr, Leger snid that as a member of the
commitiee appointed to Investigate the
bridge charges he deemed it bis duty to add:




